Ethics

Professor David Gill


September 25, 2002
Notes
Focus of Gill for ethics is in Business and Technology

Because we need to know how to apply xian ethics

Grading
In Class Exams:

write beatitudes in order

write 10 commandments in order

Something re: each book

No surprises

Papers:

1. Analytical account of a historical figure or movement in Christian ethics

Idea: Calvin's approach to Christian ethics?

Prof used example of John Wesley

2. Ethical meaning of a Biblical text

ie: Good Samaritan, David and Bethseba, honesty in business

Write this paper so we can teach it to the church, a classroom

(Good Samaritan? - Samaritan woman at the well?)

3. Strategic plan

How can we help our church create a curriculum on how to make people think in a Christian way?

4. Analysis of important contemporary ethical dilemma

i.e.: porn, bombing Saddam, abortion, 

pick something of consuming interest to us and write on it

What is Ethics?:

Being good?

Setting and meeting a standard - good but loose

Just vs. Unjust

Right and wrong

Ethics is the language of:

-Right and wrong, good and evil

The word "ethics" not in the B but the terminology of good and evil, right and wrong is throughout

-Values

-How we OUGHT to be or live

Gill's definition of ethics:

An ethic is a set of working values and principles by which one decides is right or wrong, good and evil but not what to be or do

They are our set of working values and principles by which we decide is good and bad, right or wrong

What we are is the vocabulary of character ethics

Good and bad are adjectives

They describe a condition, or a state of being

"What kind of a church is this", "What kind of a person are you?"

We don't say we walk "good" 

2 sides of ethics:

What we do and what we are

We can't expect people to do the right thing if we don't like who they are

Ethics vs. Morality
Ethics:

Greek term

Tends to sound more business or white collar crime-ish

Morality:

Latin term

Tends to sound more about sex

The two really mean the same thing

The equality holds up for the most part

Denotation: what dictionary says

Connotation: linkage word acquires

I.e.:  a youth saying something is "bad" or "sick"

Ethics vs. Etiquette
Etiquette:

Wrong to put knife on wrong side of the plate

Wrong to put feet on table

harm: ethical behavior can give harm whereas etiquette gives offense

First principal of all morality - "I will do no harm"

Four Basic Foci in the Study of Ethics

1. Dilemma or specific cases, aka quandary ethics

Contemporary or postmodern (1960 +)

Probs that come up in life:

I.e. Stem cell research, biotechnology, capital punishment...

2. Principles or rules (moral laws)

What are the basic standards of behavior?

This the focus of ethics in the modern era (1700-1960)

Immanuel Kant looked for the universal law of ethics

Law of Utility:

What creates the greatest right for the greatest number

3. Character

Classical 1700's

Real focus is on the person, who you are, aka virtue ethics

Virtue ethics about culture

Autonomy, the ultimate value that trumps all others

If you don't have the character it does not matter if you know the rules

We must focus on building strong characters and communities and then focus on the others (i.e.: 1-2)

4. Telos, Ultimate purpose or the "end"

We must see all of this stuff toward a certain purpose

Analogy of athletic team, 49ers:

Football team cannot just look at a film of all the things they will be facing or just look at the playbook

They must get into condition

We need a goal in order to shape ethics
Interesting Quotes
"The scandal of the cross, let that be the stumbling block-nothing else"
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Papers:

Bring in our own analytical thoughts, struggle with the issues

i.e.:  it appears to me that (name) tends to be weak here...

This is 'A' work.

We could style our papers like a sermon or a classroom lesson

Paper #4:

How do we define Ethics?
What we ought to do.  What should we do?

Not what we will do but what we ought to do

What is the “ought” thing? - The right thing!

Therefore, we should not be evil doers.

It is not only:

Identifying boundaries and pointing out the evil of things.

Stopping bad behavior

It is also:

Finding a way to live a life fulfilled

A way to live 

What Makes Ethics Christian? (See Handout for more info)
1. It is centered on Christ
What would Jesus think - do?

What would we think is the right thing to do with Jesus as the core?

Jesus is the core - center

If it did not matter to him, it should not matter to me

We know J through the Bible

Therefore Christian ethics are Biblical

Jesus is the exact rep of God - no one else!

All Scripture breathed by God and profitable

2. Guided by Scripture
Why?

How? Principles for Interpreting the Ethics of Scripture

God adopts the yearning of the human heart and purges the aspiration of the human heart into something holy, his own thing.

5. Listen carefully to the witness of Israel...

6. 

7. Listen to the world

8. Live it out in your relation to God, the church, the world - don't just talk it, live it.

3. Informed by the Church
The Bible is something infernally carried on by the church

The people of god are the means by which the Word was written

We need the church to help us understand and interpret the Bible with Jesus at the center

Ethics is a team, not individual, sport

We need the people

Note: icon of Christ in bible in church in world

The church is part of a world that God has made.

Our ethics must be practical in the world

When A and E kicked out of the Garden, they were not kicked out of God's creation

Ellul
Book written at a time when industry was really taking off

The ends and means:

"We are going faster and faster to nowhere"

pg. 33 "The reality is the Christian belongs to 2 cities..."

Influenced by Karl Marx

Trying to make sense of what was going on in the 30's in France

Yet knows that no one has ever lived out a Marxist state

Loves paradox

We are in the world, not of it

The Ethics of Character, Community and the Moral Life

Classical and/or Biblical Tradition
Moral life decided on me and my community

Who are you, what are you, what is your community like?

This is known as character ethics

What kind of a person are you and what kind of a community do you live in?

Characteristics and traits

Good traits = virtues

Bad traits = vices

We need to change who we are in order to change our ethics and behavior

But we cannot change ourselves, God must change us.

Arate: Greek for virtue

Also the word for excellence

An excellence in living out your reality or performing your function

I.e.: what is the purpose of a knife

To cut things

If the purpose is to cut things, what would make could traits for a knife?

-sharpness

-hardness

-durability

I.e.: what is the purpose of a horse?

Transportation

Carry loads

Therefore what is the virtue of a good horse?

Speed

Durability...

This all leads to...

What is the purpose of a human being?
Virtues - Latin for virtue

Wherever the Latins saw arete, they wrote virtues

Def: 

A power, capacity or potential

These things become habits

Virtues are habits

We don't have to think about them all the time

"Your character is who you are when nobody is looking" - Bill Hybel (sp)

Your inclinations or dispositions

So, if kindness is a virtue of yours then you have more than the potential or ability to be kind, but you ARE kind.

A lifelong quest to be conformed into the image of Christ

There would be no display of character if there was no struggle involved

Purpose of the human was to be happy or happiness

Could it be power or fame, material possessions, sex...

Every one of these things leads to another answer, i want these things because I want to be happy, this is the last question.

What does it take to get to happiness?

Plato had tri -view of the soul

The soul, or the real you, has three parts:

Appetite

For sex, food, etc.

All living things have this

Contained in our groin area

Virtue: self control or temperance

Will not find happiness if we live out of control of our appetites

Spirited

Not the emotional soul

More like the affective, emotional part of who we are

housed in our chest

We feel love, and fear in our heart

Only animals and humans have this

Virtue: Courage

Rational 

Housed in our head

Only humans have this

To think in a capacity of self transcendence

Virtue: Wisdom

Virtue of the whole: Righteousness

When the three above things are in place, the fourth will be achieved

Everyone has all three portions of the soul

But certain portions will be dominant in certain people

Good for society to make use of the right people

I.e.: a person with a strong spirited soul who has courage and bravery is good for military

Faith, Hope and Love and three dimensions that are not in this model.

But that is next week!

Greek Philo says everything has four causes: the 4th is "what is its purpose?"
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Quiz in two weeks!
Four classic platonic virtues

Write sentence telling what they mean

Something about each of the authors we have read

What are the 3 Pauline virtues: Hope, faith, and love

What are the beatitudes?

Order is important!

Principles and rules are like a map:

That's what the Ten Commandments are

Action guides on what to do

What is the destination of a human life? (see last week)

What is the real essence of the human being and how can we make that happy?

The three part soul: the three part you

Review of Last Week
Plato had tri -view of the soul

The soul, or the real you, has three parts:

Appetite

For sex, food, etc.

All living things have this

Contained in our groin area

Often called temperate or moderation

Virtue: self control or temperance

Will not find happiness if we live out of control of our appetites

Spirited

Not the emotional soul

More like the affective, emotional part of who we are

Housed in our chest

We feel love, and fear in our heart

Only animals and humans have this

Wisdom helps courage to know what to do

Virtue: Courage

Rational 

Housed in our head

Only humans have this

To think in a capacity of self transcendence

Virtue: Wisdom

Virtue of the whole: Righteousness

When the three above things are in place, the fourth will be achieved

In Greek: To do the right thing, to be fair, to be straight

Everyone has all three portions of the soul

But certain portions will be dominant in certain people

Good for society to make use of the right people

I.e.: a person with a strong spirited soul who has courage and bravery is good for military

Handout says:

The Classical Cardinal Virtues (Plato) - Natural Virtues

Help us achieve our natural purpose in life
Justice: righteousness, fairness

Wisdom: discernment, prudence, judgment

Courage: fortitude, bravery

Self-control: temperance, moderation

What is Justice?:

Correspondence with the character of God

It is what God wants, thinks, and does

To be righteous therefore means to wrap our lives around what God has done and what would do 

In a Christian ethic we must know God and know about god

God is righteous, He is our righteousness

So we take it a step further than Plato and et al.

Courage vs. Self control

Courage is the capacity to say yes to the right thing even though everything in you says not to do it.  But you do in anyway

Self control is the capacity to say no when all your appetites say I want it, I can have it, there it is!

Middle Ages and Faith Hope and Love
Paul in I Cor 13...

Hebrews 10: having therefore now a way into the holy of holies...

Plays off of I Cor 13

Common Thoughts on Faith, Hope and Love

Temporal:

Faith is the virtue that relates us to the past

Hope relates to the future

Love is to practice in the present

Gill not entirely convinced that there is a temporal distinction

God, Neighbor, Ourselves:

Faith relates us to God

Love relates us to neighbor

Hope is by attitude, a kind of subjective thing, or the most of all things

Is love really the greatest, isn't it faith?

Faith the greatest of all regarding generations

Faith Hope and Love - Supernatural Virtues

These are not in conflict with the first 4, they are a complimentary pair

Faith
Epistis- faith or belief

2 kinds of basic meanings

1. When we think of faith in terms of believing that certain things are true even though we do not have proof... "Believing that"

I.e.: you can't believe in God unless you believe that he is

Believing that Jesus is raised will give us life

We are to work out our faith in fear and trembling

We are to work at it, cultivate it

Yet we should not boast about them

Primary meaning of faith not believing "that" but believing "in" or "on"

I.e.:  believe "in" Christ and you will be saved

Believing "that" is a secondary meaning

Hanging on to God is not supported by what we see or know but what we have faith in, after all, "we walk by faith, not by sight"

God's grace is his pursuing us

When we believe "on" JC, we stake our life on it!

What does this mean in our character?

Faith gets practiced toward God

In doing so, we learn how to relate to people as well

Being faithful means to have a character of faith

God is faithful to us and we are to be so to Him

We must pray that God will give faith to us in abundance and then use it!

Hope
Is Not:

Wishful thinking, fantasy

It is:

Confident expectation

The Rez the basis of our hope

The best is up ahead

The future is in God's hands

Xian hope is living our life that God has the last word on human history and my life

And the last word is "yes!"

Blessed is hope is that God is returning in Christ

J is alive and is coming back <-- the Xian hope

The future is in God's hands and the future is good because G is good!

We will be realistic but search to inject hope into people's lives

Love
There are 2 prominent words translated as love in the NT: Agape and Philio

Eros - not in the Gospel but prevalent in NT writings

Eros: self love

Philio: neighborly love, like the city Philadelphia

Agape: altruistic

Jesus spoke Aramaic and not Greek

So when Agape and Philia are used, it is the evangelist translating Christ's words

Gill's thoughts on Love:

1. Highest form of love- the love of the cross

Type A love

"In this God shows his love toward us that he sent is only begotten son"

"That God lay down his life for His enemies..."

Two sides of love of the cross:

1. Forgiveness

I don't make you pay for hurting me and owing me

it costs god because we owe him

2. Generosity

We get the gift even though we have not earned it nor paid for it.

In both cases it is acting sacrificially

2. The love of the table: The Lord's Table

the love of friendship and sharing, does not keep score, enjoying each others' presence

This is a philia love, a love of friendship

Think about this- the future that G has in mind is depicted in terms of the marriage supper of the Lamb

Jesus called us his friends

Gil's spin:

Would not be right to say the ultimate goal in life to manifest the life of the cross...the goal in life is to manifest the love of the table

But... you can't get to the table except by way of the cross

Break

Discussion of Paris' Book

Beatitudes

Jesus going up on the mountain like Moses went up on a mountain

Prologue to the beatitudes important

Remember this:

Important to memorize Scripture, but concentrate on the ideas
For the quiz:

Write the beatitudes in order - get the concept right!

J teaches this after he saw the crowds

The crowds were hungry, lost, sick, demon possessed....

J was doing all he could

When has saw the crowds, he went up the mountain

J is teaching us to be this kind of person for the crowds

They need help, this will help them

The whole time J is teaching the disciples, the crowd is listening.

What a lot of preachers miss is...

Jesus is saying that the poor in spirit are the salt of the earth

The two different portions of scripture are not different

What does Jesus mean by salt and light?

Salt was a preserver

Keeps it from decaying

A sign of a covenant

We need some people who are poor in spirit to be preservers of the world!

Light helps people to see clearly

To see the truth and reality

Jesus later calls himself the light of the world

In the sheep and the goats, Jesus says the others represented him!

Light brings growth - photosynthesis

The ultimate in being salt and light is that it will bring glory to God in Heaven

Our purpose is:

1. To know God and Glorify Him

2. Know our neighbor 

3. Be blessed

Good for you if you are poor in spirit....

Good for you if you are...

A good modern day version

This is said to people in community, not a lone ranger thing

It is good for you, others, and God

10 commandments, the same basic thing...

If you follow these 10 commandments, 

1. It will go well with you

2. Your neighbors will be blessed for you will be a light to them

3. You will be my people and I will be your God (good for God)

Beatitude - From the Latin beatify for being blessed

Any statement that promises a blessing

Psalm 1 begins with a beatitude... Blessed is the man...

Number nine seems to be a reduplication of number eight

Jesus prob taught the beatitudes and the parables 100's of times

Teachers repeat stuff because it is true and they love it!

The eight beatitudes are not random in order

1-3:

Preparation

Three contemplative virtues: Poor, mourn and meek

Quiet us down before God in a posture of learning and receptivity

They position us before God

4-7:

Active Life

Hungering and thirsty which culminates at peacemaking (#7)

8th: 

A righteous one

Begins and ends with righteousness

October 16

Read handout: A Curious Love Story

Small groups discussed:

Who was guilty

How we would respond if she came to us with her problem

Mere Christianity, pg 17

Norm Geisler:

Hierarchy of ethics

Business Ethics
Three Approaches

Philosophical

We do business as a group of people but we are still people

Hamlet:

What you meant to do vs. what you have actually done

McDonnell Douglas:

Built a plane with a low to no chance of damage happening.  Well, it happened.  Are they responsible even though the odds were extremely minimal?

Religious

Focuses on fundamental questions where we bring in our principles

Bremer's four questions: (see handout)

Managerial
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The Beatitudes

Class recited the beatitudes

Importance of the order:

The culmination of the bees in #7

We are never more like God when we are peacemakers

Teaches us that we will never be more than god

Peacemakers are salt and light

Salt:

Reduces the chances of war, etc...

Light:

Spreads goodness... shalom

How can we bring shalom or peace to others?

take it back to righteousness

If we hunger and thirst for it, we will find it

Righteousness is to conform to a standard, for Xians that standard is God

G's love and justice united in one act and will

What is justice?

The goal of justice is to make peace

Peace is made on the foundation of justice

Truth, the facts

Alone, it is not enough (neither is righteousness)

Must be accompanied by mercy

Mercy:

Must be preceded by truth and justice

Forgiving one another

Remember how G is toward us

The term mercy almost always follows justice in the OT

Must have justice first

Purity of heart:

What is going on inside?

Pure, polluted, corrupted?

Being able to mean it when we forgive others

Being pure at heart with justice and mercy

Forgiveness can be a one-way street but reconciliation has to be two-way

Persecuted:

We will not always get peace

Even if it doesn't work, it is the best way to live

Where is the Kingdom of heaven?

Wherever God is!

Beatitudes 4-8

The virtues of the act of life

The act of life that is blessed

Come out of the contemplative life

Poor in spirit:

My neediness, poorness

The spirit the controlling force of our lives

Those Who Mourn:

Mourning our poverty

Our human tendency is to blame our poverty:

I.e. I'm poor because of what you did...

Must face up to it and mourn it, regret it

People who are wounded cannot be consoled when they are angry

The Meek:

Perhaps the hardest beatitude

Not the counterpart to arrogance but rather fretfulness

Psalm 37- Fret not because of evildoers

The Eight Bees jive well with Psalm 23

We must live these daily

They are recurring

Bees and incredible account of virtue

Break

We need a map on how to get someplace

Principles and Rules

Like a map

Action Guides (not character or being)

About doing the right thing

Principle:

A fundamental source of values

Rule:

A standard by which we measure things

Command:

Somebody is giving that rule.

Principles vs. Rules

Principles:

More foundational than a rule

Rule:

More specific

Cover principles vs. Cover rules

Cover principles:

Cover everything

I.e.: do unto others, as you would have them do unto you

Cover Rules:

Cover specific things

Kant and Mill

Looking for a universal moral law (as were all philosophers)

Kant and the Categorical Imperative

Father of the enlightenment

First Professional philosopher since Plato...

Two kinds of imperative: hypothetical and 

Hypothetical- if then statements

Do unto others, as everyone ought to do to everyone else

Mill and Principle of Utility

Businessman who became philosopher

Big challenger to Kant

Utility related to usefulness or effectiveness

Deontological:

Kant's approach

Comes from deon which is Greek for binding

Do the right thing regardless of the consequences

Teleological:

Mill's approach

Based on telos, the end

The end justifies the means

Always do the act that produces the greatest good for the greatest number of people

The means should be the realized presence of the ends - Ellul

This has been a review of character ethics
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Ways that the Church Views the Law
1. Legalism

Theonomy - a strict interpretation of all the laws of the Bible and sticking to them

2.  Antinomianism

Let the Spirit guide.  Let's be the New Testament Christians

3.  Dispensationalism

(Dallas Seminary, Schofield Bible, Hal Lindsey and Bible prophecy movement, John Darby and Plymouth Brethren)

Law valid for one era

4.  Reformation: Luther and Calvin

a. First use of law; political order

b. Second use: pedagogical (schoolmaster to lead to conviction of sin - to Christ

c.  Use of the law in sanctification, guide in Christian life

Calvin - Yes

Luther - No (but it's really not true)

Much of his work worked around the Ten Commandments

5.  The Grand Catholic Tradition: Aquinas and Augustine

6.  Karl Barth (20C Neo-Reformed)

Heavily persecuted because he was very much like Luther in his approach

"The law is the form of the Gospel and the Gospel of Grace is the content of the law"

We see the law and it awakens in us a sense of what we do not have.

But the gospel as the content of the law, needs some type of container to be given to us.

The gospel is a free flowing form of God that needs a vehicle or a guideline to come to us.

How did Paul view the Law?
Galatians 3:10-11

10 For as many as are out of works of the Law, these are under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the Book of the Law, to do them."

11 But that no one is justified by the Law in the sight of God is clear, for, "The just shall live by faith."

Gal 3:23-26

23  But before faith came, we were kept under Law, having been shut up to the faith about to be revealed.

24  So that the Law has become a trainer of us until Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

25  But faith coming, we are no longer under a trainer.

26  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

Wretched man that I am, who will rescue me from...

Rom 7: 14, 22-25

Rom 8:2-4
2   But the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

3   For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh;

4   so that the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

How did Jesus view the Law?
Matthew 5:17-20
17  Do not think that I have come to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I have not come to destroy but to fulfill.

18  For truly I say to you, Till the heaven and the earth pass away, not one jot or one tittle shall in any way pass from the law until all is fulfilled.

19  Therefore whoever shall break one of these commandments, the least, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of Heaven. But whoever shall do and teach them , the  same shall be called great in the kingdom of Heaven.

20  For I say to you that unless your righteousness shall exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the kingdom of Heaven.

I.e.:  The law required that a person be killed for committing murder.  Yet, Saul was never punished for the murder of Uriah.  As such, the law was not fulfilled.  But Jesus fulfilled the law when he went to the Cross.

How did the Psalmist View the Law?
Psalm 119

The whole puppy is about the law and loving and doting all over it!

The Context of the Ten Commandments

Ex 20:1-2

Duet 9:9-10
Ex 35:15-16
The tablets were written on both sides

613 statements in the form of a command in the OT

Only 10 spoken by the voice of God to the hearing of the people

These written down by God Himself

The other 603 spoken by God through Moses

These written by the scribes

Duet 9:16-17
Duet 10:1-2
Purpose and Impact of the Ten Commandments
These are the ten ways that we love God

Justice for God

1. Witness of the people of the earth: Duet 4:6-8

2. Love and faithfulness to God

"Hear O Israel, the Lord thy God is One... Duet 6:4-9

3. Life and well-being for you and your family

Duet 6: 18, 24-25

Interpreting the Ten Commandments

1. Ten ways of loving God

Matt 22:37-40

Mark 12:30-31

2. Ten ways of loving your neighbor

Jesus- Matt 7:12

Paul- Rom 13:8-10

Gal 5:14

3. Ten ways of being free

4. You shall not... you shall

Theological each of the statements is pos as well as negative

Each of the commandments is both and imperative and an indicative

We have been freed from slavery; therefore we shall be free (this is an indicative statement)


The term "shall" is both imperative and indicative

I.e. Commandment 6: You shall not murder

We are not fulfilling the law by simply not killing each other.  But we are fulfilling the law by going out and making peace

5. Narrow Meaning... Broader Meaning

Jesus- You have heard that it was said to those in ancient times... but I tell you that... 

The Ten Commandments
1.  You shall have no other gods before me.

No gods between God and us

Neighbors made in the image of God and so for us to love god is to love our neighbor and vice versa

Loving others because they are the image of God is making God the first and foremost thing that we love.

Principle of exclusivity

Every person is valuable and has a place

2. No images or no idols

A different prob than #1

We can still have a true God yet worship Him through a false way with an idol

Look at the OT story of Aaron and the people in the wilderness 

An image is dead and fixed whereas God is dynamic and alive

God is new every morning

We can end up holding God accountable to a particular image

We need to let God be alive

Do not replace the living God with some sort of theological system
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On next quiz:

· We will be ask to write down one thing we learned from each of our books we read

· Ten commandments

Ten Commandments
10 ways of loving god

Ten ways of righteousness toward God in the sense that he deserves these from us

He has the right to be our God

#1
#2
God does not very often smite people by pushing a button, sending fire from heaven...

Normally, we are punished because God steps back from a situation in which He has been excluded

Hell:  the place where God is not

People who go there finally get what they want

3rd and 4th generation is corrupted is because of the solidarity of the family

God shows his steadfast love the the 1000 generations who show their love

#3
Taking the Lord's name in vain is a form of profanity

Difference between profanity and vulgarity:

Two vulgarities:

1. Sexual

This sucks

Your screwed

I'm going to F you up

This is taking a gift from God, something that is loving, and tweaking it for an evil outlet

2. Bodily functions

Shit!

Not good, but is it as bad as the above example?

A person's name represents their character 

Taking the Lord's name in vain is to take his character into vain

Names mean something

Insulting to impose a name or assume a name for somebody else

The way you say a name establishes a context:

ie:  DAVID!!! vs David

Third way we love god is by talking to him

Living out his name

The third way we love anybody is by talking to them in respectful ways

Call people what they asked to be called:

It is how we show them respect

#4
In Exodus, we rest because God rested

In Deut: it was because we were once slaves in Egypt

A dif between work as creative (good) and work as toil (bad)

We need to rest from good work as much as we need to rest from bad work

Good work can become an idol

Deut: Observe, Ex: Remember

Deut: Proactive

Holy: different, separate, other, pure

More than purity, it is otherness, separateness

You shall labor 6 days per week

Work is not defined by whether you get paid for it or not

A priority on rest.

We work in order to rest

The Sabbath is the high point because we are being with God

We love people by working for them

It's not enough though!

We must stop and be with the one we love

we were not made for the sabbath, the sabbath was made for us

__________

God invites our obedience but does not force it

God respects my freedom, even to screw up

__________
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Core Principles of How We Love God
Core purpose behind Commandment 1:

Exclusivity

God is the center of all our attention

Gill calls it the principle of exclusivity

Core Concern/Principle in Commandment 2:
Not representing God with something that is fixed or dead

We begin to think that the image represents all of who/what God is

Images are finite, God is not.

Tell me something that God is not:  finite!

Core Principle of C 3
Talk to God!

Respectful communication

Communicate, by name, with respect

CP of C4
Honor the Sabbath:

Spending quality time with God

It is a Sabbath to and with the Lord

Not just quantity but quality time

CP of C5: Honor Your Father and Mother
As the Lord our God commands us!

2x in this commandment the name of the Lord our God is invoked

Addressed to adults!

Honoring a bad parent

Does not mean obeying them

Getting them help can be honoring them

Forgiveness is the will to let go to make them pay

Forgiving a bad parent can bring us reconciliation with God

We should not answer difficult questions about our parents by ourselves

The beatitudes and the 10 C's were given to a community. 

We need to share our situations with another or others for guidance

Where is the Gospel in All This?
Jesus tells us to treat each other as the family of God

Born-again vs. adoption

Commandment 6: Do not Kill

Speaking of premeditated murder

Martin Luther:

Dearest thing to anyone is their own life

2nd half of the commandments cover the five aspects of one's life

Commandment 6-10 are guidelines to ethical life

Gill would say one's life is the most immediate thing that we need to protect - commandment 6

Protect the life of your neighbor

Jesus fulfills this law by saying:

Do not think about murdering and do not say slanderous things against him.

The fulfillment of Jesus' speech is to bring out the positive aspects of the law

Promote people's health and protect their lives!!

Six Tough Cases

1. Corporal punishment

2. Warfare

3. Suicide

Jesus gave up his own life but that was not suicide- that was a sacrifice

4. Abortion

5. Euthanasia

6. Lethal Force

-Police

-Private Citizen

-Self Defense

-Defense of the Weak

Commandment 7: No Adultery
Protecting the covenant of two people

People cannot live without covenantal relationships

We should not attack other people's friendships!

Protecting covenantal relationships

Commandment 8: No Stealing

Protecting others' stuff

Commandment 9: Do Not Bear False Witness
Neighbors not only live with material structures (house, property) but also with a reputation.

People need their reputation, they need truth about themselves and not falsehood

Commandment 10: Do Not Covet
Last Five Commandments and the First Five
We do not kill because we know a person can change.

God is not a fixed idol and we are created in the image of God.  Therefore, our image is not fixed either.

We do not murder because we need to honor them. 
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Not enough to not murder somebody but we must also prevent people from killing each others

What about supporting companies or business that causes harm to others.

Paper 4
write about something that engages us personally

Write down one thing we learned from each book

SASE

Commandment 7
naaf - transliteration (Hebrew) for sex

This term also used about God and Israel

So this is more than about sex

Do not adulterate which would mean to corrupt

Gospel side of this:

Have sex with your spouse

Love your neighbor's spouse in platonic way

They should be a family member to us

Do not lust after someone means to love someone

Do not have to have sex in order to be fully human but..

One must have a covenantal relationship with another in order to be fully human!

David and Jonathon

Made a covenant or oath with each other

Ruth and Naomi

Where you go I will go...

The language the above two couples used is the language we use today in marriage!

Does not mean that they were homosexual!

What is the place of sexuality in human life?
Sexual fortification = absence of a covenant

Adultery = breaks the covenant

Sexual action is total and utter intimacy, vulnerability

As such is only safe to do in the context of total commitment

Problems with the 7th command as Christians:

The more Xian you are the more loving you are toward people

Sexual Practices within Marriages
Are there any limits?

Divorce
When is it ok?

Adultery

Abandonment

Unmarried Sexual Behavior

What are the limits?

Homosexuality

Sex Ed.
Who should do it?

Sex and Public Policy
I.e.: condom distribution

Biblical:

rape and incest

bestiality

prostitution

Commandment 8
Overt and Covert theft

Overt: the obvious stealing

Covert Theft:

Failing to pay a just and fair wage to a worker

Unjust prices for products and services

Unfair tax structures

Purpose is not to oppress the poor
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Commandment 9

Slight difference between Exodus and Deuteronomy

These include:

Slander

Liable

Gossip

An offense against God because he is a God of truth

Jesus said he [Jesus] is the way the truth and the life

On the other hand, Satan is the father of all liars

Satan- Hebrew

Devil - Greek

Diaballo

Dia - Across

Ballo- Greek word for throw

The Devil or (Diabalo) is one who throws accusations

For us to do so is to be like Satan

When God speaks, he creates (Creation Story)

John 1- the Word became flesh

C10
The health and goodness of our neighbor's life depends on more than their physical safety and possessions.

Paul says coveted ness is a form of idolatry

Coveting corrupts our heart and pushes God out

This C pushes us back to the first

It underlies #9, 8

Things that are not coveting:

Admiring

Desiring (gray but not always there)

Jealousy and envy

Covet:

More than obsessive desire

When your mind starts rolling through a plan of how to get something

Overview of the Ten Commandments
1 and 7 relational

2 and 6 life axis

3 and 9 communication

4 and 8 economic

5 and 10 agent axis 
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