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All the Sanity I Dislike and All the Savagery I Admire


In this passage, Jack has gathered a group of boys and made them into his hunters away from Ralph’s group.  His decision to go hunt a pig and have a feast leads them into the forest and after the biggest sow of the herd.  Their frenzied hunt through the forest after wounding her exemplifies their descent into madness.  Golding reveals their loss of reason as they plunge through the undergrowth after the sow, following the sow using even its drops of blood.  Due to the fact that there are no adults, the boys are able to run free, delighting in doing as they please, ultimately leading to the truly morally wrong acts that they do.  Through a frenzied tone, William Golding reveals the madness of the unrestrained human mind through describing the hunt of a pig much as one would portray rape.


The continuous repetition of blood, terror and lust link this passage to rape.  While tracking the sow, the boys wound it, causing it to lose blood, which the boys follow hungrily, like vultures to a kill, or men to a beautiful woman: “the sow staggered her way ahead of them, bleeding and mad, and the hunters followed, wedded to her in lust, excited by the long chase and the dropped blood”.  Because of the drive to kill, these savages follow the sow through the forest by the blood from her wounds.  Through pure lust for blood, much like the sex drive that powers rapists empowers them to kill her.  The urge to destroy, induced by the rage within their brains, leads them on to slaughter other animals.  Through their bloodlust, they impose terror upon the sow, terrifying it: “This dreadful eruption from an unknown world made her frantic; she squealed and bucked and the air was full of sweat and noise and blood and terror”.  The sow is terrified by an intrusion from a world of savages come to kill.  The repetition of words describing fear mirrors the feelings of being chased and brought down, a metaphor with rape.  All through the passage the sow is referred to more like a woman than a pig, making the boys’ descent into disgrace all the more clear: “They could see her now, nearly got up with her, but she spurted with her last strength and held ahead of them again.  They were just behind her when she staggered into an open space”.  The savages cannot control their urges to kill, just as rapists cannot control their desires after they have done the deed once before.  Through expressions linked to the desire to take away life and let lust take over, as well as clear and descriptive sentences, Golding relates this passage to rape. 


This passage is filled with clear and descriptive sentences, showing with clarity the process of annihilating the sow.  When the sow collapses, the boys jump on top of it, crowding around and stabbing her, showing their eagerness to spill blood by getting straight to the point: “Roger ran round the heap, prodding with his spear whenever pigflesh appeared. Jack was on top of the sow, stabbing downward with his knife, Roger found a lodgment for his point and began to push till he was leaning with his whole weight”.  The sentences are unmistakably concise, showing with great detail how the action occurs, sentence by sentence.  With his step-by-step approach, the process of butchering the sow goes by quickly, yet gives it an undoubtedly expressive feel.  Golding uses intense imagery to show the viciousness of the boys in order to show the madness lurking inside, especially when Roger slides the spear as deep as he can: “Roger found a lodgment for his point and began to push till he was leaning with his whole weight. The spear moved forward inch by inch and the terrified squealing became a high-pitched scream”.  The portrayal of the spear’s movement and of the sow’s screaming emphasizes the agony of the encounter, as well as the madness that the boys bring upon their world of the island.  The amount of details put into the narration of the assault makes the allusion to rape all the more clear, much like the arrangement of the passage.


The passage is organized chronologically; however it spends little time describing the actual chase, while it pours details into the few seconds or minutes that the boys actually assail the sow.  The chase takes a long period of time, stretching long into the afternoon, but the passage spends little time describing it, emphasizing the actual assault all the more: “The afternoon wore on, hazy and dreadful with damp heat”.  The chase lasts through the entire afternoon, but the author spends little time on it.  The lack of emphasis on the chase illustrates that the pursuit of prey does not truly matter, but the crime is imperative to understand.  The desire that drives them is emphasized throughout the passage, but truly highlighted during the chase, showing how lust drives people mad.  The frenzy of the struggle, along with the allusions of rape strut boldly on through the passage, especially in alluding manner in its words.


Continuously through the section, references to lustful desires of rape arise, adding to the hysteria of the passage.  The hunters become victims of their own desires, longing for the sow’s blood, showing their inner insanity: “the sow staggered her way ahead of them, bleeding and mad, and the hunters followed, wedded to her in lust, excited by the long chase and the dropped blood”.  Jack’s hunters have been overtaken by lust, the drive that leads to the act of rape.  Their inability to control their primal desires lead them into this frenzy of attack, wearing down the overall sanity of the group.  As they have been tied to the pig in lust, they do not realize their pure bloodlust.  Roger’s spear entering the sow parallels a man entering a woman, showing the primitive craving to unleash themselves onto a beast: “Roger found a lodgment for his point and began to push till he was leaning with his whole weight. The spear moved forward inch by inch”.  Roger’s entering of the sow indicates not only his loss of innocence and sanity, but Jack’s savages as a whole.  By entering the abyss of the pig, Roger sends the boys into darkness with every inch the spear goes.  However, the desire of the boys is not to feel pleasure through the ecstasy of rape through sex, but through the desire to inflict pain upon a living being.  Their desires lead them to a climax of pain and blood, adding to the corrupt concepts that the society they build incorporates, leading them into an even more frenzied world: “the terrified squealing became a high-pitched scream. Then Jack found the throat and the hot blood spouted over his hands. The sow collapsed under them and they were heavy and fulfilled upon her”.  As the spear brings more terror and pain upon the sow, the boys reach their climax of getting pleasure from its pain and are fulfilled through the sow’s death.  No longer are they sane, reasonable boys, but savages intent upon fulfilling their desires rather than their needs.  By bringing themselves to the climax through the torture of the sow, they show their loss of virtuousness and ultimate descent into madness.


The passage hints at many themes to occur, the sadism that they develop, the death of Piggy and the desire to kill Ralph.  As the passage winds down, the frenzy increases until it reaches the zenith of pain and terror at which the turmoil dies down.  The boys in the passage are as Sir Winston Churchill once described a man: “He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire”.

