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1.1
Why do these characters hate Othello? Why do they follow him?


Iago hates Othello because Michael Cassio, a strategist without any battle experience, has passed him up for promotion.  Roderigo hates Othello because he has taken the woman that Roderigo loves, Desdemona, away.  Brabantio hates Othello because Othello has stolen his daughter, Desdemona, and is convinced that the only way this could have happened is through witchcraft and spells.  All of them dislike him because he is a Moor.  Iago follows Othello because he wishes to gain Othello’s trust and take his revenge on Othello.

1.1 Log

Why does Brabantio treasure his daughter so much? Brabantio probably treasures Desdemona because she is his only way to pass down his line and gain power.  Because he is a statesman, by marrying off his daughter to an important person, he can gain more power and wealth

1.2 Describe the physical attributes of the characters

Othello is a Moor, dark skinned and brown eyed.  However, Othello is probably a very cut person due to his years as a slave.  Iago is a soldierly person and well built.  Cassio is described as a playboy.  Roderigo must be a fairly young man, but also very well brought up, shown by his wealth.

Desdemona seems to be a pretty woman because Roderigo seems extremely smitten with her.  He is willing to travel all the way to Cyprus, not exactly a single day excursion in that time period, in order to court her.

1.2 Logs

Why does Othello agree to let Brabantio take him away to the Duke?  Othello probably allows this because of his respect for Brabantio, now his father-in-law, and because he has nothing to hide.  Othello also does this to prevent any blood from being shed, preventing any trouble and complications that may threaten his position as a great general of Venice.

Why does Iago confront Roderigo instead of some other person?  He probably wants to show that he has nothing to do with Roderigo to keep the Moor from suspecting anything.

1.3 What are Othello and Desdemona's motivations for marrying?

Othello loves Desdemona because she listened to his stories and grew to love him, even though she was afraid of him at first.  Desdemona fell in love with Othello because of his stories, which gradually brought her to love him.  Both of them marry in the name of love, not business or because of money.

The problem that Brabantio brings up is brushed aside because Othello is important to Venice’s plans.

1.3 Log


Why does Iago keep repeating “Put money in your purse”?  He does this so he can take advantage of Roderigo at a later date.  He knows that Roderigo is very gullible already and wishes to take advantage of this.  Because he has shown his cunning thus far, he probably can easily steal money from Roderigo, exhorting him of all that he possesses.  This is not unlike Iago’s character as he is intent on getting revenge, and what better way to do it than to get money along the way? 

2.1 Log

Where are they in 2.1?  They are at the place of battle, Cyprus.  Montano, the current governor of Cyprus is awaiting Othello’s coming.

Cassio seems to be a very trusting person, believing in Othello’s pilot and Othello’s luck to bring him through the storm that split them apart.  He also seems very loyal to Othello, not only because of his promotion, but also because he genuinely respects Othello

Iago seems to be a very tricky person, acting courteous to Cassio even though he has clearly said he hated him in the first act.  He must be very cunning to have convinced Othello that he was trustworthy.


I would like to include “fie” into my personal vocabulary. It is used to express distaste and disapproval.

2.2 Log

How great is Othello as a general to have defeated the Turkish navy so soundly?  Othello must be an incredible general to be able to defeat this Turkish navy.  By doing so, he incites the whole island of Cyprus to party, many going off to light bonfires, feast and dance.

I would like to include “perdition” into my personal vocabulary.  It means destruction of.

2.3 Log


Why does reputation mean so much to Cassio?  Reputation means a lot to Cassio because everybody’s impression of him is from his reputation.  Because it has been tarnished, people will now think of him as the drunkard who brawls with the mayor.  Because of this, he is outraged at himself.  However, Iago, who planned the whole deed is inwardly happy, though outwardly he may show sadness for Cassio’s predicament.  Ultimately, Cassio would do anything to save his reputation, though he probably would not kill himself.

3.1 Log


Why does Cassio want to bring in musicians?  Cassio wants to bring in musicians because his standing with Othello is already bad, however, the musicians are not of very good quality and the clown must come out to send them away.  This action does not do much to make matters better for Cassio.  Cassio does not seem to know and pays the clown to keep his problems to himself.


I would like to include “quillets” into my personal vocabulary.  It means quibbles or problems.

3.2 Log


How much do people respect Othello?  People on Cyprus respect Othello greatly because they will follow his commands.  Although he is a Moor, his genius in battle and abilities make him a well-respected person in Cyprus.  Additionally, the Venetian domination of Cyprus is very beneficial to the people, as shown by their dedication to him.


I would like to include “works” into my personal vocabulary.  It means fortifications.

3.3 Log


Does Cassio really trust Desdemona fully?  Cassio trusts Desdemona, but he does not trust her fully.  Although he goes to her to plead his case, he cannot help but seek a private audience with her, although Emelia has already assured that Desdemona is talking with Othello about the matter.  Even so, Cassio does trust Desdemona with the deed of getting him beck into office as Othello’s lieutenant, something Iago does not want happening.


Cassio seems like a person who thinks too much over his reputation, going to such lengths as seeking out Desdemona, who has already said she was doing the job, to make sure it is done.

3.4 What rising actions do you expect in Act 4?

I expect that Iago will begin to tighten his hold upon Othello and slowly, but assuredly, gain control of the island.  I believe he will exact his revenge upon Cassio by killing him and take his revenge on Othello by taking away all that he holds dear, such as his wife and reputation.  I believe that Iago will become the supreme ruler of Cyprus, but still die in the end.

3.4 Log

I would like to add the phrase “be circumstanced” to my personal vocabulary.  It means to accept your terms and conditions.

4.1 Desdemona's reaction to the slap

Desdemona reacts as if she does not deserve the slap, which she does not.  She feels that she has done nothing to offend her husband so she does not deserve to be disciplined in public.  She feels that his dark mood is at fault and quickly tries to leave his presence, lest she disturb him more.  Because of the slap, she goes off and confides in Emelia and later Iago to find out what is wrong with Othello.  Because she cannot find the source of the problem, she wonders intently on what is wrong.

4.1 Log


Why does Othello slap Desdemona in front of all these people?  Othello is angry and changed by the words of Iago, so he doesn’t know what he’s doing.  Othello is unable to control himself while he’s angry and slaps Desdemona out of spite.  He also feels that he is a cuckold already so he may think that everybody else knows.

4.2 Analyze irony in 4.2

It is ironic that in order to consult upon her marriage problems with Othello, she goes to Iago, who has begun the problem itself.  This is dramatic irony, where the characters do not realize the inconstancy of their actions.  Desdemona, confused by Othello’s sudden accusing tone towards her goes to Iago, whom she pours her problems to.  He, the one who began the poisoning of Othello’s ear, also suspects Emelia having been unfaithful with Othello.

4.2 Log


Why does Desdemona go to Iago for consultation?  Desdemona probably goes to Iago for advice because she feels that he knows Othello best.  Because Iago is the ancient and also because he is ‘honest,’ he is the natural person for Desdemona to turn to.  

4.3 Log


Does Desdemona suspect Iago for accusing her of infidelity?  No Desdemona does not suspect Iago in the at all.  She, like all the other characters, believes him to be an honest and just soldier, following Othello as valiantly as any other.  However, she begins to prepare for her bed with the sense of foreboding to the deed ahead.


I would like to add the word “anon” to my personal vocabulary.  It means right away.  I would like to add the phrase “hie thee” to my personal vocabulary.  It means hurry.

5.1 Log

How is Iago able to take such complete control of the situation?  He seems to be a very trustworthy person so all of the people in the scene look to him.  Because of this, he is able to order every single other character around, as if they were nothing to him.  Because of this Iago shows his utter control of the playing field and domination of the play.  By doing this, he is now only a few short steps away from the goal he desires: complete revenge.

5.2 Log


What happens to Iago in the end?  Iago becomes a prisoner of Cassio, the new governor of Cyprus.  He is going to be tortured at Cassio’s whim.  He will probably be forced to repay for his evil acts against Othello and the other victims of his plot.


What will happen to the generalship?  Othello is now dead, so most likely the next highest position will go, however, Cassio is the governor of Cyprus, probably meaning Lodovico and Gratiano have promoted him to the generalship already.  Even so, his reputation is tarnished enough so the people of Cyprus may not approve.  However, Cassio may use Iago as a scapegoat, saying that he is a traitor to the Turks and has caused many problems in Cyprus, gaining the respect of the people.

