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Band of Brotherhood


The importance of brotherhood is depicted in Dead Poets Society when the boys stand up to salute their captain, Mr. Keating; this is caused by their creation of the Dead Poets Society and Neil Perry’s death.  The combination of these events ties the boys together in a way that has them defy authority, something they fear, and stand together as a whole.  Though they may be put in different situations and interpret ideas differently, they always will stay together.  They both support and are supported in their ideals because of their brotherhood.


When the Dead Poets Society is created, it forms a bond between the boys, creating a brotherhood linked through friendship.  The Dead Poets Society’s opening message brings the boys together through its message of living life to its fullest:  “I went to the woods because I wanted to live deliberately. I wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of life. O put to rout all that was not life, and not, when I had come to die, discover that I had not lived” (Schulman).  The message of living the in a more desirable way gives the boys incentive to strive for their individual goals.  They each realize their ties of friendship and each strives towards their goals while encouraging the rest to do the same.  The boys all find a way to bond in the club though it may merely be telling ghost stories and poems.  When Knox decides to call Chris, all of the members of the club go with him to the telephone, supporting him through their mere presence.  They are able to push him into his own interpretation of carpe diem by merely being his friends.  The creation of the Dead Poets Society brings together the boys of Keating’s class, much like Neil Perry’s death.


The death of Neil Perry creates a union between his friends, the members of the Dead Poets Society.  All of the members of the Dead Poets Society come to tell Todd about Neil’s death, revealing their ties of friendship to each other and to Neil.  The symbol of the boys coming in together to tell Todd, whose best friend was Neil, reveals their reverence towards friendship.  Charlie’s talking on behalf of the group exemplifies their sorrow as being unanimous.  Todd’s own grief stricken dash across the snow-covered field embodies the entire group’s sorrow.  Charlie prevents Meeks from stopping Todd because he knows the rest of them feel the same way.  The death of Neil does not split their ties of friendship apart; rather it brings them closer to a brotherhood.


The action of standing on top of the desks as a whole group creates the image of a band of brothers.  When Todd stands on top of his desk and is soon joined by Knox, they reveal their friendship and devotion to the Dead Poets Society.  They show their fidelity to their fundamentals that they established in the Dead Poets Society meetings.  Their feelings on carpe diem and friendship culminate at this moment to create the perfect scene of a company saluting their captain.  Their act of faithfulness to the memory of Neil and their teacher who gave them their principles allows them to bring about this moment of perfect unity.  The boys form together to create their own Dead Poets Society in this instant, even after the school disbanded it.


At the beginning of the movie, the boys were friends; they studied together and ate together.  At the end, they were no longer individual entities, but a whole.  They became a brotherhood of people with the same ideal of carpe diem.  A group of boys with the notion of living life to the fullest and basking in the warmth of their own successes.  The Dead Poets Society never truly dies because it is always in the hearts of the band of brothers it creates.
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