Heroes, Initiations and Mentors! Oh My!

Archetypes, or recurring themes in writing, occur in virtually all writing, and just as they occur in other stories, they appear in “Badger Badger” by Kevin Shuai.  Just as he revealed the rap skills of badgers to us, he created personas that have been plugged into the collective unconscious since the dawn of story telling.  The story almost blatantly displays some archetypes while hiding some away for further analysis to find.  The hero, initiation and mentor are all archetypes in the story.
            Badger #540329 follows the hero archetype to the letter.  From the mysterious birth to glorification, the character never strays from the hero archetype.  When he is born “not unlike other badgers,” he is christened “#540329.” He doesn’t have any highly recognized parentage and obviously is not famous.  He is #540329, just another number in the hundreds of thousands of badgers; he is nothing out of the ordinary.  When the story suddenly jumps to “the year 34329” where “#540329 was about to become 18,” the story has left the hero for 18 years.  Following the hero archetype, the hero has grown up in obscurity.  Until he is found to “bear the mark of the Mushroom Mushrooms,” he is not troubled by anything.  When found out to be the marked one, he is quickly sent from the world of women, in this case badgers and everything he knows, and thus is his initiating incident.  He is thrown from the “world of women” or in this case, “the world of badgers.”  So with this, the badger sets on his quest, the goal being to find the “Mushroom Mushrooms” and fulfill his destiny.  He returns victorious and is “put into the Great Scrolls of Badgerian History.”  Thus he reaches apotheosis, or glorification.  With the mysterious birth to apotheosis, the hero archetype is followed nearly as closely as possible.

The initiation motif is illustrated when badger #540329 is sent searching for the Mushroom Mushrooms.  He is sent from “the Land of the Badgers” and told to search for “#3.”  He must leave the safety of the other badgers and venture out into the wild.  He cannot depend on others for his safety and protection.  When he ventures into the “cave,” he enters the death and rebirth cycle and must change himself to survive.  He goes in with the belief that there will always be somebody there to protect him, but leaves knowing how to defend himself.  He had not been in any instances where he was forced to find an answer himself, he had always been relying on other people’s help.  Finally, when he returns to “the Land of the Badgers” with the “treasures he had won,” he is victorious and fulfills the return portion of the Initiation motif.  The motif is followed extremely well, from the separation to transformation to return.

The mentor is the Grand Ape, or badger #3.  He is always there when needed, but not always there and offers advice in times of need.  He gives the advice of “seek and you will find it” during his first meeting with #540329 and gives him “an orange and some pipe cleaners.”  He gives valuable advice when the hero needs it.  He clearly is able to give the advice the hero needs and offers it to him when he needs it.  His advice allows the hero to affirm himself and continue on with his journey.  With his ability to “go anywhere except for the bathroom,” he is able to go where the hero is.  Though the mentor gives advice, he may not always be there.  With this ability, he indeed can be there whenever he wishes or is needed.  When #540329 is beset with the task of battling the snake, the Grand Ape goes to him and says to “believe in yourself” and then “the Ape was there no more.”  He gives the advice when it is necessary, but is not always there to give it.  Thus, the mentor archetype is portrayed fittingly to an old badger who is not always there, but gives advice and helps the hero considerably.

From the hero archetype to the mentor, the archetypes displayed are almost always matched perfectly.  The story displays the hero, initiation and mentor archetypes surprisingly well.  Without sacrificing humor, the story is written expressing these archetypes that would just as easily have been there without notice.  These archetypes are in all types of writing and in this one piece they shine brightly without having to reveal themselves.  The story’s hero of badger #540329, initiation of being sent on his journey and mentor of the Grand Ape all tie together to make the story.

