Citizen Kane Unit Plan Assignments
Running Assignments:

You have two running assignments to complete, both of which are due on the Monday after we finish viewing the film.  These assignments are explained below.  Feel free to ask about them in class if you have further questions:

(1) Over the course of the week, while you’re watching a television show or a movie, make note of at least 2 interesting camera shots which are used to develop character, characters’ relationships or mood.  Explain how the shot works to communicate this information to the audience.

(2) Over the course of the week, while you’re watching a television show or a movie, make note of at least 2 interesting transitions between shots.  Explain what you find interesting about the transitions and, if possible, draw parallels with specific transitions you’ve noticed or we’ve discussed from Citizen Kane.

Culminating Project:

You have a choice of three options here.  Pick only one.  The specific deadline for this project will be given in class, as you will be working on this beyond the end of our viewing of the film, but understand that it is expected that you are currently working on it.  As you are sure to have some questions, we will discuss these further in class.
Option One: Create a short film on any topic or with any subject you wish.  You will refer back to our work with the “Film School” website in figuring out how to best organize yourself for this task.  Try to incorporate some of the techniques we’ve been talking about that Welles employs so effectively, including transition devices (both auditory and visual), using specific camera shots to develop characters and establish relationships and to create mood, etc.  Remember, imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, so don’t be shy about trying to steal ideas from Welles.  You will have plenty of information regarding these techniques as used in Citizen Kane as we get further into the unit. 

Option Two:  Get your hands on a copy of the two-disc set of Citizen Kane and watch the film with Roger Ebert’s commentary.  Incorporating information and ideas from both class and Ebert’s commentary, write a paper of at least three pages in which you discuss the film techniques Welles employs to help him tell the story of Citizen Kane.
Option Three:  Write a film adaptation of a short story or poem you like.  The assignment should include a full scene-by scene treatment, story board, and screenplay.  You will refer to the “Film School” website and the work we’ve done with it in figuring out how you will approach this project.  Keep in mind and try to employ some of the techniques Welles uses in Citizen Kane as you work.  Again, remember, imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.
Nightly Assignments:

Lesson One: 

In addition to working on the running assignments and the cumulative project, answer the “Big Question” for the day: How does Welles use camera shots to develop character, theme, setting and mood?  Both the Opening Shot and the shot of the Thatcher Library are available through links on the Citizen Kane website in case you need to look back at them).  
Lesson Two:

In addition to working on the running assignments and the cumulative project, click on the NPR link on the Citizen Kane website to listen to a discussion on William Randolph Hearst, perhaps a basis for Kane himself, and respond to the following questions: 

1. In what ways is the character of Kane, as you know him thus far, similar to Hearst himself?

2. How did Hearst’s wealth affect his politics as he grew older and wealthier?
Lesson Three:

In addition to working on the running assignments and the cumulative project, answer the Big Question for the day: How does Welles use the camera to establish characters and relationships between characters?  Be sure to specifically address how the relationships between Kane and Emily and Kane and Susan are different, and how Welles establishes this through his use of the camera.

Lesson Four:

In addition to working on the running assignments and the cumulative project, on the Citizen Kane website, click on the “Battle over Citizen Kane” link, read the passage on the PBS site, and respond to the following:

Building on what you learned from the NPR assignment in lesson two, write a well-organized and specific paragraph or two (or three) drawing parallels between the three “men” involved, Charles Foster Kane, William Randolph Hearst, and Orson Welles.  Keep in mind the discussions we’ve had concerning Meaning in your writing.  You want to incorporate insights and make connections which are sophisticated and which won’t appear in the work of your peers.
You will receive extra points for clicking on the link for the Transcript of the program and incorporating specific quotations from the transcript which do not appear in this overview.
Lesson Five:

For tonight, just make sure that you will have the running assignments in by the deadline (which is Monday), and that you are progressing reasonably with your culminating project.  On Monday, you will need to update me on your progress with this project.
