As I stand here before you toady, I could say that you should learn German because it is a fun language to learn, and that you meet a lot of new people, but German has more implications in the world than the people you make or the fun you’ll have.


German is the most widely spoken language in Europe and among the top ten languages in the world. It’s the official language of Germany, Austria, Liechtenstein, and Switzerland. It is also a very popular spoken language in Poland, Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania, Russia, Belgium, Luxembourg, Greece, Japan and Australia. This means that although you may not be in a German speaking country you still have a way to communicate. If for any reason you happen to be in Romania, or Poland, or Russia and they don’t English and you don’t speak their language, you can communicate using German. You will have a tool to help you on your travel.


Many tourists from German speaking countries make their way to Canada each year. An estimated 450 million and put 500 million dollars into the Canadian economy. German speaking tourists are becoming popular enough in Canada to warrant a website that is available in German. If one should go to the official website for Cape Chignecto you will find that the website has two language options, German and English. French is not even an option. 


German is a Germanic language, so is English. This means that German and English have many words that are similar, thereby making German easier to learn. I have a few simple examples that all of you will be able to recognize without ever speaking or knowing a word of German. 

Haar

Nase

Finger

Hand

Arm 

Brust


Many products that you see on the grocery shelves each day have German names attached to them in some capacity, such as Kinder chocolates, Flieschmanns butter, Kraft products, and Schneider’s meats.


Germany is an economic power in the world, with the world’s third largest economy. Germany is Canada’s 4th largest trading partner. Canada is the 6th largest destination for German foreign investment, while Germany is the 8th largest destination for Canadian foreign investment. Overall Germany invests over 30 billion dollars in the world each year, or 9% of the worlds total foreign investment. Knowing German will allow people conducting business to tap into a large portion of world investment.


As it should be no surprise Germany is a large trading partner of other countries in the world. Take for example Australia and Japan. These countries trade extensively with Germany. Some individuals in these countries might be more apt to know German rather than English in order to conduct business.


Increasingly more and more companies are starting to conduct business online. Coming across a German website when searching the web for a product you want can be of no surprise. This should come as no surprise since German has the third largest economy in the world. Likewise many Germans will be flocking to the web to buy products from around the world. Products can be shipped globally with no problem these days. It would give Canadians an advantage to have their website with a German language option to open their products to a larger market.


Many German companies are present in Canada. Many of you will recognize these names: Bayer, BASF, Siemans, Daimler-Chrysler, Mannesmann, Thyssen-Krupp, and there are apporox. 600 smaller German firms in Canada. Likewise many Canadian companies have invested in Germany, such as: Alcan, CAE electronics, Bombardier, Prattand, Whitney, Trizec Hahn, and Magna.


There are reasons other than trade and economy to consider as well. Science is very big in Germany. Many Nobel prize winners are from German speaking countries; these consist of 21 winners of the Nobel prize in physics, 30 in Chemistry, and 25 in medicine. These scientists also publish their work. It should come as no surprise that it is published in German.


Since 1971 Germany and Canada have been pursuing joint scientific research under the “Bilateral Scientific and Technological Cooperation”. This agreement between both nations is to allow easier access and transfer of information between researchers in both nations. To date over 500 projects in over a dozen fields of science have been completed or are underway.


Germany and Canada are also involved on defense issues. German forces come over to Canada for training and will even play war games with Canada. Halifax is a big, deep harbor. Germany takes advantage of this by using Halifax harbor as a training area for their submarines. Soldiers of either nation can also enter into an exchange program, much like exchange students.


 Both nations are involved in International organizations such as the International Security Force (IASF), Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the UN, and NATO. Even during peacetime Canada has soldiers stationed in Germany in NATO’s Airborne Early Warning System.


Many of the world’s best athletes are German. Germany is a superior soccer nation, Tennis nation, and excellent Olympic nation, consistently finishing at the top of the medal standings.


So whether you are a tourist, businessperson, or a soldier German is a key language to know and an asset that could prove invaluable. You never know what doors it will open until you try it.      

