
I came to Timberline at a young age without knowing any of the children or teachers at the school, worried I wouldn’t fit in or find any friends or that I wouldn’t do well in any of my classes; but instead upon my arrival I found an encouraging atmosphere filled with close friends and enthusiastic educators who helped make my stay at Timberline Elementary not only enjoyable, but an important milestone in my life. At your age I didn’t have a clue what I wanted to do with my life, or what I wanted to be or where I wanted to go, but the lessons I learned at this school, both inside the classroom and out, gave me the ability to pursue any dream I desired. It was here where I first gleaned the knowledge to continue my education, where I fostered an interest in science and math, and where I forged my first meaningful connections with friends that have lasted till this very day. Whether or not you realize it now, you will look back at the years you spent in this institution as one of the most defining periods of your youth. Activities that may be only fledgling sparks of interest today can grow into a fiery fascination, which you follow intently for years, early friendships can become unbreakable bonds you maintain forever, and the path you choose upon leaving here will guide you through the rest of your experiences. Within these walls you received nurturance and protection, and once you graduate that shelter will vanish; you will find yourself another step closer to adulthood and into the real world. When I reached my 5th grade graduation, like many of you I couldn’t wait to leave. I was eager for summer vacation to begin and to start the next leg of my journey through life, but with that anticipation also comes apprehension. Today you’re leaving a place you have known for almost all of your lives, leaving the familiar surroundings and the comfortable safety of elementary school. As exciting as it is it can also be a little frightening. You are graduating, moving to the next level in your development, to a new school with new faces new responsibilities and new obstacles. Entering this next stage may seem alarming at first, there will be more students to compete with, less guidance from teachers and parents, harder workloads, and dangers to avoid such as drugs and alcohol, but for every difficulty you’ll face you shall also receive greater freedom and responsibility. You’ll be able to greater define your educational path, make more numerous and significant choices for yourself, and expand your horizons to pursue more opportunities and meet newer people. Soon you’ll grow into the responsibilities and expectations of middle school, and become comfortable with your new surroundings and friends and lose the fear that you may have held when you first entered, and so they’ll graduate you and send you off again. Looking back, childhood can often be seen as a series of graduations and new beginnings. You may vividly remember your transition to elementary school, then middle school, then high school, then college, and then your life beyond, but sometimes everything in the middle can simply blur together. People can spend so much time looking forward to the next graduation date that they forget to enjoy where they at that moment. There will always be another chapter in life to worry about, but realize that the choices you make and the actions you follow today will define how that next step progresses. It is important to choose the people you associate with carefully, take your studies seriously, and avoid the wrong decisions, because often even the simplest mistake can set you back further than you expected, but if you focus to much on preparing for your future you will never get an opportunity to live in the present. When you stay on the right path even when you have the choice to stray from the main road, and there will be times when you want to, you can be assured that the next graduation day you celebrate will be as happy as this one, and when the time is right you will know where you want to go in life, and have the opportunity to pursue it; but in the meantime ensure you appreciate what you have right now because you can’t hold onto it forever. There will always be another tomorrow, but today only comes around once, so work hard for the future, celebrate the past, and live in the present. 
