Dawn of Scientific Achievement 

Early American pioneers preferred applied sciences (inventions) to theoretical sciences

Jefferson – Plow

Nathaniel Bowditch – navigation and oceanographer

Promoted safety, speed, and economy

Copied from England a lot

Notable Scientific Talent

Benjamin Silliman – pioneer chemist and geologist

Louis Agassiz – Biology professor, promoted original research

Professor Asa Gray – Botanist, published 350 pieces of work

John J. Audubon – Naturalist, promoted American love of bird lore

Medicine

American medicine in terrible condition

Lack of proper technology, professionals, or prevention techniques

Bleeding still a common cure

Plagues (Philadelphia yellow fever) took thousands of lives

Lack of proper hygiene shortened life expectancy

No proper surgical techniques or medicines

Boon came in 1840’s - anesthetics

Artistic Achievements

Architecture

Mostly imitated European models

Public buildings imitated Greek and roman styles

Mid-century Gothic style reached America

Painting

Culturally handicapped 

-Puritan prejudice

-Lack of comfort items imported/encouraged

Gilbert Stuart – Painted idealized portraits of Washington

Charles Wilson Peale – Painted 60 portraits of Washington, only 14 posed for

John Trumbull – Painted heroic/patriotic pictures of Revolutionary War

After 1812, surge of nationalism reflected in romantic landscape paintings

Louis Daguerre – Invented daguerreotype (photographs)

Music

Music only recently becoming popular after Puritan holds on culture

“Darky” songs based off slave culture became big hits

Dixie became popular in the south

Stephen C. Foster – Made many folk songs capturing spirit of slave culture

