Declaration of Independence Essay


Prior to the movement for American Independence representatives from the Continental Congress set out to define the grievances of the colonists. The Declaration of Independence, written by Thomas Jefferson, would embody these grievances and establish the ideals of civil liberties that would lead to a new nation. The Declaration of Independence, in a movement to unify and rally the colonists towards self-government, detailed not only the manner in which Great Britain had infringed upon the rights of Englishmen, but made an appeal to the universal rights of humanity, a proclamation which extended beyond the divisions between the multiethnic colonists, allowing them to see these injustices as ones so outrageous as to justify separation. 

In writing the Declaration of Independence Thomas Jefferson defined the impeded rights of the colonists not as the natural rights guaranteed to Englishmen, nor as political or legal promises endowed specifically to Americans, but instead as those attributed to all mankind. The document substantiates this definition by explicitly establishing the now well-known foundation of global human equality, and by listing the three fundamental rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, as those granted to all mankind. Furthermore the Declaration describes the abolishment of previous failed governments as an act defying tyranny and repeated oppression, a statement that appealed to all people, not simply those involved in the American Revolution. Additional examples include how Jefferson often made allusions to supernatural awareness’s, for example the “Supreme Judge”, or “Divine Providence”, showing the cause of liberty as one of universal importance without alienating opposing religious groups by ever mentioning a specific title. Other methods by which the document shows this appeal include how the Declaration links the plight of the American colonists to that of others, including the neighboring province of Quebec, whose people faced a similar, if not greater, degree of mistreatment from the British government. Ties between the citizens of England were likewise established, declaring ”consanguinity” and “common kindred” between the people, hoping to not only strengthen these bonds, but to highlight how the peril of the colonists affected the world. Finally, evidence of a universal outreach adopted by the Declaration of Independence includes the global impact of the document. Following the American Independence movement the appeal to a universal standard of human rights encouraged revolutions in other nations, including Haiti and France, showing the tremendous outreach of the message. In identifying the right to exist without oppression or corrupt governments as universal and applicable to all humankind the Declaration of Independence transgresses a mere list of isolated complaints and becomes a decree of opposition to injustice which affected all humanity. 


The Declaration of Independence established the problems of the American colonists, formally denounced England’s control over those who lived there, and instituted the principle of the natural, global, and unalienable rights that allow for the expectation of fair and just rule.  While it may be argued that the early American republic that would arise following the signing of the Declaration of Independence would not uphold all of the values expressed in relation to certain minority groups, the document itself clearly made the point of universal rights, the interpretation of it notwithstanding.   By appealing to the expected standard of all human existence the passion and fiery motivation behind the work would adopt a more personal and wide-reaching meaning, that would cause such an ideal to spread throughout the Earth, shaping and directing the growth of social and political forms to this very day.

