Syntax

Simple/compound/complex – Types of sentence structures. Simple includes a single independent clause, compound includes multiple independent clauses joined with a conjunction, and complex includes an independent, and dependent clause joined with a subordinate conjunction.

Subordinate constructions – Forms a dependent clause. Cannot stand alone, does not express a complete thought, lacks a subject, and is generally connected with a subordinate conjunctive.

Interrogative – Classification of sentence purpose. Asks a question and ends in a question mark.

Imperative – Classification of sentence purpose. Makes a request or command, can end in period or exclamation mark.

Exclamatory – Classification of sentence purpose. Expresses strong feelings or excitement, generally ends in exclamation mark.

Interjection – A short exclamatory statement used to express emotion.

Cumulative or loose sentence – Sentence in which the action occurs at the beginning, and all other information follows at the end.

Periodic Sentence – Sentence in which the subject and verb occur at the beginning of the sentence, followed by other information, and the final thought does not occur till the end.

Parallelism – Sentence in which terms of similar structure and style are used.

Antithesis – Literary technique in which opposite phrases are used in close conjunction.

Anastrophe – An inverted order of words or events.

Parenthesis – Tool used to section off phrases conveying independent notes or thoughts from the author.

Anaphora – A literary technique in which phrases are repeated for an artistic or dramatic effect.

Rhetorical Question – A question asked to provoke thought without actually intending for an answer.

Terms

Alliteration – The repetition of consonants sounds in close succession.

Antimetabole – The repetition of a phrase in reversed order.

Onomatopoeia – The use of words to convey sounds or noises.

Metonymy – A literary technique in which an object is used to convey a larger group or idea.

Apostrophe – Literary technique in which references are made to a character that is not present as if they were.

Euphemism – An expression used to substitute for an offensive one.

Paradox – A statement that uses contradiction to convey a point or idea.

Oxymoron – A literary technique in which terms of opposite meanings are used to describe the same object, action or idea.

Metaphor – A literary technique that describes something by using an implied comparison to something else. An extended metaphor can be expressed throughout an entire piece.

Aphorism – A short instructive saying or personal credo. 

Allusion – A reference to historical, literary, religious, or mythical concept or event in order to express an idea.

Simile – A direct comparison between two objects; generally uses the terms “like” or “as”.

Understatement – Statement that fails to express to the appropriate degree the importance or substance of an event or idea.

Hyperbole – An overly exaggerated statement used to describe something.

Personification – A literary technique in which inanimate or inhuman objects or creatures are given living or human characteristics for use of description.

Conceit – An unusual or overly elaborate comparison.

Juxtaposition – The placement of words in proximity to one another to convey a certain tone.

Imagery – Descriptive terms that appeal to the five senses.

Monologue – A speech or statement made by character over inner turmoil, conducted either alone or as if no one else could hear him/her.

Allegory – A literary work that holds a double meaning. The literal statements implicitly represent an ideal not concretely declared. 

Foreshadowing – A literary technique in which the author presents the reader with information hinting at later plot developments.

Irony – A statement or act in which the meaning is opposite of what is interred. 

Satire – An often comedic statement in which meaning and words conflict.

Unity – The concept that the individual parts of a work should help establish the entire piece.

Fable – A short fantasy story normally written to convey a short moral or meaning.

Pun – A comedic play on words using terms that sound phonetically similar but have different meanings.

Symbolism – The use of concrete items to represent intangible ideals.

Anachronism – Something that is out of place or incorrect historically.

Analogy – A direct comparison between two things to create a description of one.

Anecdote – A short personal story used to act as an example of a specific idea.

Syllogism – A three sentence structure in which a logical conclusion is drawn from two premises.

Inductive vs. Deductive – Reasoning types. Inductive, uses generalizations of inferences to assume conclusions. Deductive bases conclusions off of concrete evidence.

Editorial “we” - Generally a short literary piece used to express the opinions of the author on a given matter.

Diatribe – A derogatory or insulting comment that is made to deride someone or something.

Soliloquy – A monologue in which a character, believing him/herself to be alone, expresses their innermost thoughts, normally regarding certain turmoil.

Panegyric – A formal expression of praise or commendation. 

Exhortation – A statement used to urge the reader to take some kind of action.

Elegy – A mournful often regretful poem or prose.

Verisimilitude – Literary terms used to describe imagery through vivid color descriptions.

Gothic – Short literary works of suspenseful or thrilling tales of murder of villainy.

Histrionic – Literary works or phrases that can be described as theatrical or over melodramatic.

Polemic – A literary work used to convey an argument or push a point of view or opinion.

Epiphany – A sudden realization of awakening. Often paralleled to a rebirth.

Aside – A statement or speech made to the audience or reader by a character as if the others cannot hear him/her.

Extended definition – A definition of an idea or concept made throughout the course of a work.

Narrative – A fictional story generally described by a third party narrator.

Exposition – An interpretation or explanation for the intent of a literary piece, often at the beginning of a work.

Description – A characterization of an object, place, person, or idea through the use of detail and imagery terms. 

Persuasion – Style of writing that conveys a convincing opinion or point on view upon the reader.

Ad hominem argument – An argument in which the one trying to do the persuasion attacks the opponent based on his personal character not beliefs.

Literary eras

Romantic – Literary style from the early 19th century which ignored the previous focus on logic and instead stressed emotion and feelings.

Naturalistic – Writing movement from post Darwinist 19th century which shunned ideals of spirituality and instead focused on humanity as a natural species.

Thirties – A literary era that stressed conformity and criticism.

Realistic – A literary era following the civil war that opposed idealism and reflected a more literal interpretation of writing.

Twenties – Literary era that reflected the rebellion and lavish lifestyles of the decade.

Sixties – Literary era of confessional self, tended to be more abstract and more opposing to authoritative figures.

Lost Generation – Refers to generations caught up in large wars, particularly the world wars. They were lost in a sense that their innocence was taken away as many were forced into bloody fighting at a young age.

Best Generation – Refers to the belief that the generation of oneself is the “best”, and that later generations had to easy a life, often reflected in literary pieces.

Transcendentalist – Form of literary idealism that prompted beliefs that parts of existence passed beyond human comprehension.

