“The thing with kids is, if they want to grab for the gold ring, you have to let them do it, and not say anything. If they fall off, they fall off, but it’s bad if you say anything to them.”

 J.D. Salinger The Catcher in the Rye

People have an unfortunate tendency to try to protect, or save children, however when youths are never allowed to make mistakes they can never grow up. The best course of action is to watch and wait, and to let children come to their inevitable realization of fallibility. While watching the fall from innocence can be disheartening, it is the only way people can grow. 

“I should rather labor as another's serf, in the home of a man without fortune, one whose livelihood was meager, than rule over all the departed dead.”

Homer – The Odyssey
Comparable to the well-known proverb “Better to rein in Heaven than to serve in Hell”, the quote illustrates the belief, that even a humble existence in a humble yet substantive and fulfilling world, is preferable to a prosperous life in a place where nothing has value.   

“This was the tree, and it seemed to me standing there to resemble those men, the giants of your childhood, whom you encounter years later and find that they are not merely smaller in relation to your growth, but that they are absolutely smaller, shrunken by age.” 

John Knowles – A separate Peace 

As children grow the very world around them seems to shrink, not only in physical size but also in importance and majesty. In part the limited and callow comprehension of youth is to blame, however, as the quote points out, people and places themselves seem to corrode past their prime, as they fall further and further from the innocence of youth, and in that sense seem to have “shrunken” from our memories.

“If you don't know history, you don't know anything.  You're a leaf that doesn't know it's part of a tree.”  Michael Crichton Timeline

Everything is an accumulation of all the events, people, actions, and mistakes that lead up to it’s creation. When people fail to grasp a sense of history, of where they came from and what has happened before, they are never able to truly understand who or what they are.

“We know the damn silly thing we just did.  We know all the damn silly things we’ve done for a thousand years and as long as we know that and always have it around where we can see it, someday we’ll stop making the ------- funeral pyres and jumping in the middle of them.” 

Ray Bradbury - Fahrenheit 451
Too often mistakes are repeated. Economic crashes happen periodically, theologies fail disastrously, political, military, social, and ecological catastrophes crash into the world over and over again like waves hitting against the shore. Only through knowledge of these mistakes and awareness of consequences, can future disasters be prevented.

“There is a theory which states that if ever anyone discovers exactly what the Universe is for and why it is here, it will instantly disappear and be replaced by something even more bizarre and inexplicable. There is another theory which states that this has already happened.”

Douglas Adams - The Restaurant at the End of the Universe

The quest for a tangible meaning of life, for the answer to the ultimate question of life, the universe, and everything, leads to an elusive, and as the quote highlights, likely impossible and futile goal. Existence in it’s very nature persists as en enigma, attempting to readily to unravel it only leads to further and more unexplainable problems. 

