“They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.” Benjamin Franklin Historical Review of Pennsylvania

Often people find it necessary or appropriate to sacrifice liberties, normally those of others, in order to gain some kind of protection, however it is often this sort of shortsightedness that led to the original danger in the first place. In the wake of newly arisen global conflicts, wars, and terrorist actions, people are scared now more than ever, and hence more prone to such behavior. Benjamin Franklin reminds us that such a sacrifice is normally to high a price to pay.
“That was what you did. You died. You did not know what it was about. You never had time to learn. They threw you in and told you the rules and the first time they caught you off base they killed you.” Ernest Hemingway – A Farewell to Arms
Through this line the author expresses the inevitability of death and the high price of living. Eventually everyone must bear witness to a tragedy, or a loved one passing away, and eventually everyone will be that departed love one. While at the time it may seem unfair or even wrong, those are “the rules”.

“I know not with what weapons World War III will be fought, but World War IV will be fought with sticks and stones.” Albert Einstein – E=mc2 

A lifelong pacifist Einstein always regretted that the foundation of his work led to the creation of the first atomic weapons, fearing that one day a war fueled by such weapons could end civilization. As nuclear technology becomes more advanced, the present threat of a terrorist or hostile nation acquiring a weapon of mass destruction looms ever more near.

“There was only one catch and that was Catch-22, that specified that a concern for one's own safety in the face of dangers that were real and immediate was the process of a rational mind. Orr was crazy and could be grounded. All he had to do was ask; and as soon as he did, he would no longer be crazy and would have to fly more missions.”  Joseph Heller Catch-22
This quote expresses the author’s disapproval for circuitous bureaucratic systems that rarely accomplished anything. This sort of paradoxical logic appears often in today’s society, in that we are placed in a “lose – lose” situation.
“I wanted you to see what real courage is, instead of getting the idea that courage is a man with a gun in his hand. It's when you know you're licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what.” Harper Lee To Kill A Mockingbird
Often when one has lived a life on a higher social or economic plane than others, it is easy to mistake confidence for courage. True courage means doing what is right even if you are doomed to failure, an appropriate modern day example would be the passengers on Flight 94 on September 11, 2001.

“One of the many major problems with governing people is that of whom you get to do it; or rather of who manages to get people to let them do it to them. To summarize: it is a well-known fact that those people who must want to rule people are, ipso facto, those least suited to do it. To summarize the summary: anyone who is capable of getting themselves made President should on no account be allowed to do the job. To summarize the summary of the summary: people are a problem” Douglas Adams - The Restaurant at the End of the Universe
This quote shows the authors disdain for organized governments, including democratic ones, and politicians in general. A modern day application of this quote could be the Californian Gubernatorial Recall Election, in that the candidate able to get himself elected ended up poorly suited to perform the job.
