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  Snake River/Merritt Reservoir Chronology

1958                 Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, amended.

                                 “act ensures that fish and wildlife conservation receives

                         consideration and coordination with all other features of

                         water development programs such as title transfers.”

May 1964         Merritt Dam is completed by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 

Aug. 14, 1986  NGPC letter from William J. Bailey, Jr., Assistant Director,

                        to Kenneth F. Plumb, Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory

                        Commission on proposed hydro-electric project no. 9964-000.

                        “We recommend that the impacts of the proposed project on the 

                         fish, wildlife and outdoor recreation supported by Merritt 

                         Reservoir and the Snake River be determined”

April 14, 1987   Ainsworth Irrigation District opposes In-Stream Flows on Long

                         Pine Creek to benefit the trout population.

March 1, 1990  Harlan Welch, of the Ainsworth Irrigation District organizes  

                         protest of scenic river designation for the Niobrara River.

Dec. 16, 1991  Representatives of the Ainsworth Irrigation District attended the 

                        monthly meeting of the Valentine City Council on placing a 

                        hydo-electric plant on Merritt Dam.

                        “It (hydro-power) provides another group that depends on

                        the river and would provide additional reasons to regulate

                        the flow should an environmental effort be made to force

                        unrestricted flow year-round.”    Harlan Welch, A. I. D.

Nov. 15, 1995  Roberts/Brownback Land Grab Bill

                        “A bill to provide for the transfer of the Missouri River Basin,

                        Pick-Sloan Project facilities in the States of Kansas and

                        Nebr., and for other purposes.”

 

  http://www.rainbowtel.net/~bryants/hr2644.htm
Nov. 3, 1995   Topeka Capital-Journal article on Roberts/Brownback bill.

                        “special interests helped write the bill.”

Dec. 6, 1995  Wichita Eagle article on Roberts/Brownback bill.

                      “It was a landgrab that would have made the 19th-century

                      railroad robber barons proud.”

Dec. 22, 1995Topeka Capital-Journal article on R/B bill.

                      “The bill has the markings of an under-the-table deal that was

                      supposed to be sneaked through.”

Jan. 11, 1996Emporia Gazette article on R/B bill.

                      “A dumb idea.”

Jan. 28, 1996Lincoln (NE) Journal Star article on R/B bill.

                      “Abuse of multi-use resources.”

May 24, 2002Preliminary Permit Application for the Merritt Dam 

                      Hydroelectric Project to Federal Energy Regulatory

                      Commission by Merritt Hydro, LLC.

                      “The members of Merritt Hydro, LLC have been and are currently

                      involved in various phases of numerous projects in the past

                      fifteen years including projects in Idaho, Utah, Montana, and

                      Hawaii.”

Oct, 29, 2002Letter from Kirk Nelson, NGPC, Assistant Director, to Magalie R,

                      Salas, Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on

                      Review of Notice of Application for Preliminary Permit for the 

                      Merritt Dam Hydroelectric Project, FERC no. 12201-000.

                      “Environmental effects of stage fluctuation and hydraulic 

                      parameters due to hydropeaking operations can be very

                      detrimental to fishery and other aquatic life (e.g. stranding,

                      habitat alterations).

Nov. 2002      Title of Transfer of the Middle Loup Division to the Loup Basin 

                      Reclamation Project.

April 4, 2003  Reclamation to Study the Feasibility of Title Transfer Ainsworth

                      Unit Division.

                      “At the request o the Ainsworth Irrigation District (District), the 

                      Bureau of Reclamation will begin studying the feasibility of

                             transferring ownership of all Ainsworth Division facilities from

                      the federal government to the District.

April 23,2003Ainsworth Unit Title Transfer Scoping Meeting

                      Ainsworth Conference Center, Ainsworth, Ne.

April 24, 2003Ainsworth Unit Title Transfer Scoping Meeting

                             Building at Campgrounds, Valentine, Ne.

June 10,2003letter from Rex Amack, NGPC, to Fred Orr, area manager, 

                      Bureau of Reclamation.  

                      “Selected Environmental Issues Concerning Merritt Reservoir

                      and Dam Title Transfer Proposal”                 

July 2, 2003   article in Omaha World Herald by Paul Hammel

                      “Fisherman not biting on Merritt  transfer”

 http://www.omaha.com/index.php?u_np=0&u_pg=36&u_sid=785879
July 2, 2003   meeting between Rex Amack, Nebraska Game and Parks 

                      Commission, and Harlan Welch, Ainsworth Irrigation District

July 3, 2003   meeting with Sen. Chuck Hagel and group from the Bureau of

                      Reclamation, Ainsworth Irrigation District, and Nebraska Game

                      and Parks Commission.

July 3, 2003   Omaha World Herald article, 

                      “Hagel surveys Merritt Dam on Title Transfer Proposal from 

                      Ainsworth Irrigation District”

                      “A title transfer of federal facilities could have economic,

                      recreational, and environmental impact on Cherry and Brown

                      counties. All of these interests must be balanced”, Hagel said.

July 8, 2003   article in Lincoln Journal Star

                      “Sen. Chuck Hagel met with state and local officials Thursday

                      to discuss proposal to transfer ownership of Merritt Dam…”

                      “Area farmer Steve Bartak, who supports the idea…said transfer 

                      of ownership would insulate his operation from environmental                 

                      extremists who could block access to the water in the future…”

2006

Ainsworth Irrigation District water service is up.
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