Pride and Prejudice
Volume I:
1. circumspection (3)-

Knowing how to avoid embarrassment or distress; prudent

2. extracts (4)-

Passages taken out of works and analyzed.  Akin to a book report.

3. mein (6)-
This is a typo in our book.  Should be mien Aspect; air; manner; demeanor; 


carriage; bearing
4. fastidious (6)-
Giving and careful attention to detail; hard to please; excessively 




concerned with cleanliness
5. affectation (9)-
A deliberate pretense or exaggerated display
6. pliancy (9)-

The quality of being easily adaptable
7. hackchaise (13)-
Short for a hackney chaise, this is a light open carriage for one or two 



people drawn by the hackney horse (a certain harness breed).  It can also 



be a rented carriage.
8. piqued (13)-

Cause to feel resentment or indignation
9. Vingt-un (16)-
"Twenty-one", or "blackjack".  Vingt-un is 21 in French.

10. Commerce (16)-
A game in which cards are traded to get the best hand of three cards 



(where a three of a kind is ranked highest). A "round game" (unlike whist 



and quadrille) -- i.e. with flexibility in the number of players.  A round 



game at cards, in which the cards are subject to exchange, barter, or trade. 



--Hoyle
11. pedantic (18)-
Marked by a narrow focus on or display of learning especially its trivial 



aspects
12. archly (19)-
With playful slyness or roguishness
13. insipidity (19)-
Lacking any distinctive or interesting taste property
14. strictures (19)-
Severe criticism
15. intrepidity (19)-
Resolute courageousness; dauntlessness

16. entailment (20)-
A common practice of property succession in Victorian times.  




Click this link to learn more:




http://www.pemberley.com/janeinfo/pptopic2.html#entail
17. milliner’s (20)-
A merchant who designs and sells hats (I always thought it was a person 



who owned a mill!)
18. regimentals of an ensign (20)-
The uniform and insignia of a regiment
19. imputed (22)-
Attribute to a source or cause
20. stiles (23)-

A step, or set of steps, for ascending and descending, in passing a fence or 



wall
21. indolent (25)-
Disinclined to work or exertion
22. ragout (25)-
Well-seasoned stew of meat and vegetables
23. shew (26)-

Establish the validity of something
24. loo (26)-
An old game played with five, or three, cards dealt to each player from a full 


pack. When five cards are used the highest card is the knave of clubs or (if so 


agreed upon) the knave of trumps; -- formerly called {lanterloo}. 
25. pianoforte (27)-
A well-known musical instrument somewhat resembling the harpsichord, 



and consisting of a series of wires of graduated length, thickness, and 



tension, struck by hammers moved by keys
26. cover a skreen (28)-
I have no idea what this means!
27. piquet (34)-
A card game for two players using a reduced pack of 32 cards
28. stile (35)-
Mode of composition (obsolete spelling of style)
NOTE:  panegyric (one of our vocab words) is used on p. 35.
29. propriety (36)-
Correct or proper behavior 

30. dance a reel (37)-

A lively dance of Scottish highlanders; marked by circular moves 




and gliding steps




An American country dance, which starts with the couples facing 




each other in two lines
31. archness (37)-
Inappropriate over-playfulness.
32. diffuseness (39)-
The quality of being diffuse; especially, in writing, the use of a great or 



excessive number of word to express the meaning; copiousness; verbosity; 


prolixity.
33. white soup (40)-
The Penguin edition of Pride and Prejudice says that white soup is ""made 


from meat stock, egg yolks, ground almonds and cream, and served with 



negus (hot sweetened wine and water) as a warming and intoxicating 



beverage at balls." Laura W adds, "I think it must mean that the soup was 



actually served as a beverage (and therefore not limited to the supper 



room)." Take a look here for the full post. Laura has also provided some 



possible modern equivalents to white soup.
34. se'night (46)-
This is a typo in our book.  It is actually se’nnight 



When Mr. Collins declares that he will "trespass on your hospitality" from 


"Monday, November 18th" to "the Saturday se'nnight following", this 



means he will stay twelve days, until November 30th, the first Saturday 



which is more than a week after his arrival ("Saturday week" in modern 



British English). His visit is timed so that he will only have to find a 



clerical substitute for one Sunday.
35. precipitate (48)-
Done with very great haste and without due deliberation
36. asperity (48)-
Harshness of manner
37. affability (49)-
A disposition to be friendly and approachable (easy to talk to)
38. vouchsafed (49)-
Promise or agree condescendingly, as a special favor



Grant in a condescending manner
39. phaeton (50)-
Large open car seating four with folding top
40. importune (51)-
Beg persistently and urgently
41. subjection (52)-
Forced submission to control by others



The act of conquering
42. nominally (54)-
In name only; not very importantly
43. lottery tickets (55)-
A "round game", in which you win if you hold a certain card (the 




winning "lottery ticket")


44. whist (57)-

A certain game at cards; -- so called because it requires silence and close 



attention. It is played by four persons (those who sit opposite each other 



being partners) with a complete pack of fifty-two cards. Each player has 



thirteen cards, and when these are played out, he hand is finished, and the 



cards are again shuffled and distributed.




   Note: Points are scored for the tricks taken in excess of six, and for the 



honors held. In long whist, now seldom played, ten points make the game; 



in short whist, now usually played in England, five points make the game.




         In American whist, so-called, honors are not counted, and seven 



points by tricks make the game.
45. conversible (61)-
Capable of being converted or reversed.  (I can’t help but think that this 



also refers to conversation)
46. insolent (62)-
Marked by casual disrespect



Unrestrained by convention or propriety
47. fish (62)-
These are not the things that swim!  Back then, chips (like in poker) were called 


fish.

48. veracity (65)-
Unwillingness to tell lies (truthfulness)
49. proxy (65)-
A person authorized to act for another
50. éclat (68)-

Ceremonial elegance and splendor
51. hauteur (68)-
Haughty manner or spirit; haughtiness; pride; arrogance
52. incumbent (69)-
Lying, resting, or imposed, as a duty or obligation; obligatory; always with 


on or upon  (NOT talking about politics here)
53. solicitude (70)-
A feeling of excessive concern
54. probity (70)-
Complete and confirmed integrity
55. consign (73)-
Give over to another for care or safekeeping
56. diffidence (77)-
Lack of self-confidence; can also be construed as humility
57. purport (77)-
The intended meaning of a communication
NOTE:  dissemble (vocab word) p.77
58. coquetry (80)-
Playful behavior intended to arouse sexual interest; flirtation

59. alacrity (89)-
Liveliness and eagerness; briskness

Volume II:

1. unreserve (102)-
Absence of reserve; frankness; freedom of communication
2. hackneyed (104)-
Repeated too often; over-familiar through overuse
3. ablution (105)-
The act of washing yourself (or another person)
4. rallied (113)-
Harass with persistent criticism or carping
5. mercenary (113)-
Marked by materialism



Profit oriented
6. spleen (114)-
(not a reference to the organ)  A feeling of resentful anger
7. transport (114)-
(is not as in transportation)  A state of being carried away by 




overwhelming emotion
8. palings (115)-
A fence made of upright pickets
9. pales (115)-

A wooden strip forming part of a fence
10. fender (116)-
A low metal frame to confine falling coals to a hearth
11. quadrille (123)-
A card game popular during the 18th century, played by four people with a 


deck of 40 cards.



Layout ~ The queens are  dealt in the middle, but are not used.  The fives 



and sixes as they become available are placed around the queens in a 



circle and form the foundations. 




Play ~  Turn cards over one at a time on a waste pile.  The top card of the 



waste pile and the card in hand are available for play.  The sixes are built 



up in suit to jacks and the fives are built down in suits to kings to win. You 


can redeal twice.
12. gig (125)-
Small two-wheeled horse-drawn carriage; with two seats and no hood
13. disclaim (127)-
Renounce a legal claim or title to; deny

14. impolitic (129)-
Not marked by artful prudence, expedience, and shrewdness



Not smoothly agreeable and courteous with a degree of sophistication
15. penance (136)-
Voluntary self-punishment in order to atone for some wrongdoing
16. inured (137)-
Made tough by habitual exposure
17. tractable (138)-
Easily managed (controlled or taught or molded)
18. prodigious (138)-
So great in size or force or extent as to elicit awe



Of momentous or ominous significance



Far beyond what is usual in magnitude or degree
NOTE:  Is it just me or does prodigious sound a lot like prejudice?

19. officious (138)-
Intrusive in a meddling or offensive manner
20. verdure (145)-
Green foliage



Lush greenness of flourishing vegetation
21. remonstrance (147)-
An expression of opposition to a course of action
NOTE:  This is a very crucial quote:

“and though the motives which governed me may to you very naturally appear 
insufficient, I have not yet learned to condemn them.”  (p. 148)
22. accede (149)-
Submit or yield to another's wish or opinion



Be compatible or in accordance with



To agree or express agreement
23. profligacy (152)-
The trait of spending extravagantly



Dissolute indulgence in sensual pleasure
24. Barouche box (157)-
A 4-wheeled carriage; has outside seat for the driver and facing 




inside seats for two couples and a folding top
25. bandbox (163)-
A light cylindrical box for holding light articles of attire (especially hats)
26. requisite (168)-
Necessary for relief or supply
27. apace (170)-
With rapid movements
28. volubility (172)-
The quality of being facile in speech and writing; articulate

29. aught (173)-
A quantity of no importance
30. illiberal (175)-
Narrow-minded about cherished opinions
31. querulous (176)-
Habitually complaining
32. impunity (177)-
Exemption from punishment or loss
33. spars (177)-
Any of various nonmetallic minerals (calcite or feldspar) that are light in 



color and transparent or translucent and cleavable
Volume III:
1. fall of ground (186)-
A downward sloping hill

2. reach of woods (186)-
An extended portion of land or water; a stretch; a straight portion 




of a stream or river, as from one turn to another; a level stretch, as 




between locks in a canal; an arm of the sea extending up into the 




land. ``The river's wooded reach.'' --Tennyson
3. coppicewood (187)-
A dense growth of bushes
4. decamping (187)-
Run away; usually includes taking something or somebody along



Leave

5.  steward (188)-
One having charge of buildings or grounds or animals



Someone who manages property or other affairs for someone else
6. whimsical (190)-
Determined by chance or impulse or whim rather than by necessity or 



reason
7. curricle (191)-
A two-wheeled chaise drawn by two horses abreast.
8. untinctured (192)-
Not stained, infused, or even touched by a certain quality

9. petulance (195)-
An irritable, annoyed feeling

10. nettled (199)-
Aroused to impatience or anger
11. exigence (202)-
Involving a sudden unforeseen crisis (usually involving danger) that 



requires immediate action
12. commiseration (202)-
A feeling of sympathy and sorrow for the misfortunes of others
13. palliation (203)-
Easing the severity of a pain or a disease without removing the cause
14. actuated (205)-
Set off; moved to action

15. paddock (208)-
A small enclosure or park for sporting [Obs.]
16. sanguine (209)-
Confidently optimistic and cheerful
17. postilions (213)-
Someone who rides the near horse of a pair in order to guide the horses 



pulling a carriage (especially a carriage without a coachman)
18. dilatory (215)-
Inclined to waste time and lag behind  (he didn’t write often)

19. licentiousness (217)-
The quality of being lewd and lascivious




Dissolute indulgence in sensual pleasure
20. copse (220)-
A dense growth of bushes  (shortened form of coppice)

21. requited (222)-
Returned in kind
22. cogent (233)-
Having the power to influence or convince
23. palatable (240)-
Acceptable to the taste or mind
24. simpers (249)-
Smile affectedly or derisively
25. rapacity (249)-
Extreme gluttony
26. equipage (256)-
A wheeled vehicle drawn by horses
27. hermitage (257)-
In this case, not the abode of a hermit but rather a secluded, wooded, vast 



residence
28. brooking (259)-
Put up with something or somebody unpleasant
29. vulgarity (280)-
In this context, vulgar means common, rather than offensive

30. insipid (281)-
Lacking interest or significance
31. arrear (282)-
Unpaid debt

I suggest visiting this site:

http://www.pemberley.com/janeinfo/pptopics.html
Want to know why she always writes -----------shire?
http://www.pemberley.com/bin/archives/regarc.pl?read=9221
