King Lear Notes
1. moiety-
One of two (approximately) equal parts


One of two basic subdivisions of a tribe
2. insolently-
Marked by casual disrespect


Unrestrained by convention or propriety
3. unburthened-
Variant of “unburdened”


4. sojourn-
(n.) Temporary residence


(v.) Spend a certain length of time
5. dower-
(n.) Money or property brought by a woman to her husband at marriage


A life estate to which a wife is entitled on the death of her husband


(v.) Furnish with an endowment
6. disclaim-
Renounce a legal claim or title to


Make a disclaimer about
7. forbear-
(n.) A person from whom you are descended


(v.) Not do something
8. infirmities-
The state of being weak in health or body (especially from old age)
9. balm-
Any of various aromatic resinous substances used for healing and soothing


Used for healing or soothing
10. trice-
(n.) A very short time


(v.) Raise with a line, as of a window shade


Hoist up or in and lash or secure with a small rope
11. unchaste-
NOT Morally pure especially not having experienced sexual intercourse


NOT Pure and simple in design or style


NOT Abstaining from unlawful sexual intercourse
12. scivious-


13. dissolute-
Unrestrained by convention or morality
14. insolent-
Marked by casual disrespect


Unrestrained by convention or propriety
15. retinue-
The group following and attending to some important person
16. rabble-
A disorderly crowd of people


Disparaging terms for the common people
17. whereof-
Of which (or what)

18. chilblains-
Inflammation of the hands and feet caused by exposure to cold and moisture
19. varlet-
A deceitful and unreliable scoundrel


In medieval times a youth acting as a knight's attendant as the first stage in 


training for knighthood 

20. punctiliously-
Marked by precise accordance with details
21. meiny-
retinue

22. arrant-
Without qualification; used informally as [often pejorative (Expressing 



disapproval)] intensifiers
23. impetuous-
Characterized by undue haste and lack of thought or deliberation


Marked by violent force
24. pinion-
(n.) A gear with a small number of teeth designed to mesh with a larger wheel or 


rack


Any of the larger wing or tail feathers of a bird


Wing of a bird


(v.) Bind the arms of


Bind the arms of
25. apace-
With rapid movements
26. flax-
Fiber of flax made into thread and woven into linen fabric


A blue-flowered plant cultivated for its seeds and fiber
27. twain-
Two items of the same kind
28. stile-
A vertical member in a door or window frame
29. espies-
Catch sight of
30. portends-
Indicate by signs
31. impel-
Urge or force (a person) to an action; constrain or motivate


Cause to move forward with force
32. assuaged-
Cause to be more favorably inclined; gain the good will of


Satisfy (thirst)


Provide physical relief, as from pain
33. efficacious-
Marked by qualities giving the power to produce an intended effect



Producing or capable of producing an intended result or having a striking 



effect
34. importunate-
Expressing earnest entreaty
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