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Chapter I

1. yawl (3)-
A ship's small boat (usually rowed by 4 or 6 oars)


A two-masted sailing vessel
2. in the offing (3)-
The near or foreseeable future



The part of the sea that can be seen from the shore

3. sprits (3)-
A light spar that crosses a fore-and-aft sail diagonally
4. mizzenmast (4)-
The third mast from the bow in a vessel having three or more masts; the 




after and shorter mast of a yawl, ketch, or dandy
5. diaphanous (4)-
So thin as to transmit light
6. august (5)-
Of or befitting a lord


Profoundly honored


Inspiring awe, admiration, or reverence


7. sedentary (6, 28)-


8. pall (16)-
Something in which a corpse is wrapped


Hanging cloth used as a blind
9. gabardine (17)-
An ankle-length loose coat or frock
10. alienist (17)-
A psychiatrist and specialist in the legal aspects of mental illness
11. back-cloth (20)-
Scenery hung at back of stage
12. ensign (21)-
A person who holds a commissioned rank in the US Navy or Coast Guard; 



below lieutenant junior grade



An emblem flown as a symbol of nationality



A flag flown by ship to show its nationality
13. lugubrious (21)-
Excessively mournful
14. drollery-
A comic incident or series of incidents


A quaint and amusing jest
15. athwart (23)-
At right angles to the center line of a ship



At an oblique angle
16. declivity (23)-
A downward slope
17. recrudescence (23)-
A return of something after a period of abatement
18. boiler (23)-

19. bights (24)-
A bend in a coastline that forms an open bay



The middle part of a slack rope (as distinguished from its ends)
20. rapacious (25)-
Living by preying on other animals especially by catching living prey



Excessively greedy and grasping




Devouring or craving food in great quantities
21. obliquely (25)-
To, toward, or at one side



At a slanted angle
22. moribund (26)-
Not growing or changing; without force or vitality



On the point of death; breathing your last
23. worsted (27)-
A woolen fabric with a hard close-textured surface and no nap, woven of 




worsted yarns



A tightly twisted woolen yarn
24. propitiatory (27)-
Having power to atone for or offered by way of expiation or propitiation



Intended to reconcile or appease
25. alpaca (28)-
A thin glossy fabric made of the wool of the alpaca, or a rayon or 




cotton 
imitation



Domesticated llama with long silky fleece; believed to be a domesticated 




variety of the guanaco
26. trucklebed (29)-
A low bed to be slid under a higher bed (American: trundle bed)

27. jibbed (32)-
Refuse to comply




Shift from one side of the ship to the other, of a sail
28. volubility (33)-
The quality of being facile in speech and writing
29. trenchant (34)-
Having keenness and forcefulness and penetration in thought, expression, 




or intellect; Clearly or sharply defined to the mind




Characterized by or full of force and vigor
30. nicety (37)-
Conformity with some esthetic standard of correctness or propriety



A subtle difference in meaning
31. rapacity (37)-
Extreme gluttony



Reprehensible acquisitiveness; insatiable desire for wealth 





(personified as one of the deadly sins)
32. capers (37)-
Any of numerous plants of the genus Capparis



Pickled flower buds used as a pungent relish in various dishes and sauces
33. assegais (39)-
The slender spear of the Bantu-speaking people of Africa
34. prevaricator (40)-
A person who has lied or who lies repeatedly
35. conflagrations (42)-
A very intense and uncontrolled fire
36. precipitately (43)-
At breakneck speed
37. confab (50)-
An informal conversation
Chapter II

1. pestiferous(54)-
Causing irritation or annoyance
2. intrepidity (61)-
Resolute courageousness
3. pate (61)-
The top of the head
4. twill (62)-
A weave used to produce the effect of parallel diagonal ribs
5. incontinently (66)-
incontinent:  Not having control over urination and defecation
6. recondite (68)-
Difficult to penetrate; incomprehensible to one of ordinary understanding 




or knowledge
7. perdition (70)-
(Christianity) the abode of Satan and the forces of evil; where sinners 




suffer eternal punishment;  also the act of

8. hummock (72)-
A small natural hill (same as hammock)

9. serried (73)-

(especially of rows as of troops or mountains) pressed together
10. teakwood (73)-
Hard strong durable yellowish-brown wood of teak trees; resistant to 




insects and to warping; used for furniture and in shipbuilding
11. stanchions (74)-
Any vertical pole or rod used as a support
12. champing (75)-
Chafe at the bit, of horses



Chew noisily (same as chomping)

13. evanescent (76)-
Tending to vanish like vapor
14. prodigious (82)-
So great in size or force or extent as to elicit awe



Of momentous or ominous significance



Far beyond what is usual in magnitude or degree
15. untrammeled (82)-
Not confined or limited
16. peroration (84)-
(rhetoric) the concluding section of an oration
17. duffer (87)-
An incompetent or clumsy person
18. harlequin (88)-
(n.) A clown or buffoon (after the Harlequin character in the 





commedia dell'arte)



(v.) Variegate with spots or marks
19. holland (88)-
A cotton or linen fabric, often glazed, used for making window shades, 




upholstery, etc.
Chapter III

1. motley (92)-
A garment made of motley (especially a court jester's costume)



A multicolored woolen fabric woven of mixed threads in 14th to 17th 




century England
2. privation (92)-
A state of extreme poverty
3. veriest (99)-

Precisely as stated



Being the exact same one; not any other:



Used to give emphasis to the relevance of the thing modified



Used to give emphasis
4. factitious (102)-
Not produced by natural forces
5. gauntlets (102)-
A glove with long sleeve



A glove of armored leather; protects the hand

6. fecund (103)-
Capable of producing offspring or vegetation



Intellectually productive
7. tenebrous (103)-
Dark and gloomy
8. soughing (128)-
Characterized by soft sounds
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