1984 Notes

Chapter 1 § I
1. vistas-
The visual percept of a region
2. willow herb-
A plant of the genus Epilobium having pink or yellow flowers and seeds 



with silky hairs
3. ramifications-
The act of branching out or dividing into branches



A development that complicates a situation
4. truncheons-
A policeman's club
5. nib-
Horny projecting jaws of a bird
6. furtively-
Marked by quiet and caution and secrecy; taking pains to avoid being observed


Secret and sly or sordid
7. bigoted-
Blindly and obstinately attached to some creed or opinion and intolerant toward 


others
8. urbane-
Showing a high degree of refinement and the assurance that comes from wide 


social experience


Characterized by tact and propriety


Marked by wide-ranging knowledge and appreciation of many parts of the world 


arising from urban life and wide travel
9. backslider-
Someone who lapses into previous undesirable patterns of behavior
10. paymasters-
A person in charge of paying wages
11. aureole-
The outermost region of the sun's atmosphere; visible during a solar eclipse
13. specious-
Plausible but false


Based on pretense; deceptively pleasing
14. claptrap-
Pompous or pretentious talk or writing
15. dupes-
A person who is tricked or swindled
16. clandestinely-
Conducted with or marked by hidden aims or methods
17. blowlamp-
A burner that produces a hot flame
18. inscrutable-
Of an obscure nature
19. equivocal-
Open to two or more interpretations; or of uncertain nature or significance; or 


(often) intended to mislead


Open to question


Uncertain as a sign or indication
Chapter 1 § II
1. impedimenta-
Anything that makes progress difficult



The baggage and equipment carried by an army
2. statutory-
Relating to or created by statutes


Prescribed or authorized by or punishable under a statute
3. spanner-
A hand tool that is used to hold or twist a nut or bolt
4. armaments-
Weaponry used by military or naval force


The act of equiping with weapons in preparation for war
Chapter 1 § III
1. statuesque-
Of size and dignity suggestive of a statue


Suggestive of a statue
2. dace-
Small European freshwater fish with a slender bluish-green body
3. Malabar-


Chapter 1 § IV

1. orifices-
An aperture or hole opening into a bodily cavity
2. palimpsest-
A manuscript (usually written on papyrus or parchment) on which more than one 


text has been written with the earlier writing incompletely erased and still visible
3. typography-
The craft of composing type and printing from it


Art and technique of printing with movable type
4. multifarious-
Having many aspects
5. versificator-

versification=The writing of verse
6. pedantic- 
Marked by a narrow focus on or display of learning especially its trivial aspects
Chapter 1 § V

1. nip-
A small drink of liquor; A tart spiciness; Small sharp biting
2. philologist-
A humanist specializing in classical scholarship
 3. protuberant-
Curving outward
 4. pannikin-
(British) a small pan or cup (usually of tin)
 5. gabble-
Rapid and indistinct speech
 6. vapid-
Lacking taste or flavor or tang; Lacking significance or liveliness or spirit or zest
 7. strident-
Conspicuously and offensively loud; given to vehement outcry; Unpleasantly loud 

and harsh
 8. fulminating-
Criticize severely
 9. nipper-
A young person of either sex (between birth and puberty)
10.inscrutable-

Of an obscure nature
Chapter 1 § VI

1.  debauchery-
A wild gathering involving excessive drinking and promiscuity
Chapter 1 § VII

1. sinecures-
A benefice to which no spiritual or pastoral duties are attached; An office that 


involves minimal duties
2.  imposture-
Pretending to be another person
3.  frontispiece-
An ornamental façade; Illustration facing the title page of a book
Chapter 1 § VIII
1. balminess-
Mild and pleasant
2.  palpable-
Capable of being perceived by the senses or the mind; especially capable of being 


handled or touched or felt
3.  splayed-
Spread open or apart
4.  sordid-
Morally degraded; Unethical or dishonest; Foul and run-down and repulsive; 


Meanly avaricious and mercenary
5.  anodyne-
A medicine used in to relieve pain (noun); Capable of relieving pain (adj)
6.  amulet-
A trinket or piece of jewelry thought to be a protection against evil
7.  scrape-
Bow in a servile manner; Gather together over time; as of money or other resources
8.  acquaintance-
A relationship less intimate than friendship; Personal knowledge or 



information about someone or something
9.  sea anemone-
Marine polyps that resemble flowers but have oral rings of tentacles; differ 


from corals in forming no hard skeleton
10. slatternly-
Used especially of women, women of rather ill repute

11. fender-
A low metal frame to confine falling coals to a hearth; An inclined metal frame at 


the front of a locomotive to clear the track; Surrounds the wheels of a vehicle; A 


cushion-like device that reduces shock due to contact.

12. hob-
A shelf beside an open fire where something can be kept warm; A hard steel 


cutting tool used to cut gears; a small grotesque supernatural creature that makes 


trouble for human beings
13.  incongruous-
Lacking in harmony or compatibility or appropriateness; Inconsistent with 


reason or logic or common sense
14. actuated-
Moved to action
15. lassitude-
A state of comatose torpor; A feeling of lack of interest or energy; Lack of vitality 

or energy
16. knell-
(n.) The sound of a bell rung slowly to announce a death or a funeral or the end of 

something


(v.) Ring, as of bells announcing death


Make ring, as of bells etc.
Chapter 2 § I

1. niggling-
(v.) Worry unnecessarily of excessively


Argue over petty things


(adj.) (informal terms) small and of little importance
2. fatuous-
Complacently or inanely foolish
3. fluted-
Form flutes (A groove or furrow in cloth etc especially the shallow concave 


groove on the shaft of a column) in; crimped; pinched
4. pediment-
A triangular gable between a horizontal entablature and a sloping roof
Chapter 2 § II

1. etiolated-
(v.) Make weak by stunting the growth or development of


Bleach and alter the natural development of (a green plant) by excluding sunlight


Make pale or sickly



(adj.) (especially of plants) developed without chlorophyll by being deprived of 


light

2. virtuosity-
Technical skill or fluency or style exhibited by a virtuoso
Chapter 2 § III

NONE.

Chapter 2 § IV

1. bolster-
(n.) A pillow that is often put across a bed underneath the regular pillows


(v.) Support; of morale, theories, etc.


Prop up with a pillow or bolster


Add padding to


2. contralto-
(n.) A woman singer having a contralto voice


The lowest female singing voice


(adj.) Of or being the lowest female voice
3. flagstones-
Stratified stone that splits into pieces suitable for paving
4. spanners-
A hand tool that is used to hold or twist a nut or bolt
5. driveling (drivelling)-
(n.) A worthless message




Saliva spilling from the mouth




(v.) Let saliva drivel from the mouth
6. wainscoting-
Wood panelling used to line the walls of a room
7. bung-
(n.) Used to close a hole in a barrel or flask


(v.) Give a tip or gratuity to in return for a service, beyond the agreed-on 



compensation
8. sacking-
(n.) Coarse fabric used for bags or sacks



The act of terminating someone's employment


(v.) Plunder after capture, as of a town


Terminate the employment of


Make as a net profit


Put in a sack
Chapter 2 § V

1. vestibule-
A large entrance or reception room or area
2. effigies-
A likeness of a person (especially in the form of sculpture)
3. flagstaffs-
A tall pole on which a flag is raised
4. bunting-
(n.) A loosely woven fabric used for flags, etc.


Any of numerous seed-eating songbirds of Europe or North America


(v.) Hit a ball in such a way so as to make it go a short distance


To strike, thrust or shove against, often with head or horns
5. deprecating-

(v.) Express strong disapproval of; deplore



Belittle



(adj.) Tending to diminish or disparage
6. palpable-
Capable of being perceived by the senses or the mind; especially capable of being 


handled or touched or felt


(medicine) can be felt by palpation
7. detachments-
Avoiding emotional involvement



The act of releasing from an attachment or connection



The state of being insulated



A small unit of troops of special composition



Coming apart
Chapter 2 § VI

NONE.

Chapter 2 § VII

1. sodden in-
Wet through and through; thoroughly wet

Chapter 2 § VIII

1. demur-
(n.) (law) a formal objection to an opponent's pleadings


(v.) Take exception to
2. impassively-
Having or revealing little emotion or sensibility; not easily aroused or 



excited





Deliberately impassive in manner
3. persiflage-
Light teasing
Chapter 2 § IX

1. debauch-
(n.) A wild gathering involving excessive drinking and promiscuity


(v.) Corrupt morally
2. luridly-
Horrible in fierceness or savagery


Glaringly vivid and graphic; marked by sensationalism


Shining with an unnatural red glow as of fire seen through smoke


Ghastly pale
3. lank-
Long and thin and often limp


Long and lean
4. haranguing-

Deliver a harangue [Bombastic (Ostentatiously lofty in style) declamation] 


to; address forcefully
5. prodigies-
USAGE

6. feral-
Wild and menacing
7. sluttish-
USAGE
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8. reprisals-
A retaliatory action against an enemy in wartime
9. fecundity-
The intellectual fruitfulness of a creative imagination


The state of being fertile; capable of producing offspring


The quality of something that causes or assists healthy growth
10. inviolate-
Must be kept sacred; sacrosanct

11. latent-
Potentially existing but not presently evident or realized


Not presently active
12. privations-
A state of extreme poverty


Act of depriving
13. austere-
Severely simple


Of a stern or strict bearing or demeanor; forbidding in aspect


Practicing great self-denial
14. spurious-
Plausible but false


Born out of wedlock


Intended to deceive
15. Ceylon-
An island in the Indian Ocean off the southeastern coast of India


A republic on an the island of Ceylon
16. tacitly-
By unexpressed agreement


Indicated by necessary connotation though not expressed directly
17. tenets-
A religious doctrine that is proclaimed as true without proof
18. execrate-
Find repugnant


Declare to be evil or anathema (A detested person; A formal ecclesiastical curse 


accompanied by excommunication)

19. inimical-
Not friendly
20. imposture-

The act of pretending to be another person
21. ruminant-
( n.) Any of various cud-chewing hoofed mammals having a stomach divided into 

four (occasionally three) compartments


(adj.) Related to or characteristic of animals of the suborder Ruminantia or any 


other animal that chews a cud
22. counterpane-
Decorative cover for a bed
Chapter 1: Goldstein (166)
23. abiding-
(v.) Dwell (archaic)


Put up with something or somebody unpleasant


(adj.) Unceasing
24. avaricious-

Immoderately desirous of acquiring (e.g. wealth)
25. expropriated-
(v.) Take arbitrarily (In a random manner) or by force



(adj.) Taken out of the possession of another and transferred to your own 



use often without permission
26. lingua franca-
A common language used by speakers of different languages
27. impudently-
Marked by casual disrespect



Improperly forward or bold



Impertinent; inclined to take liberties

28. subsidiary-

(n.) Someone subject to the authority or control of another



A company that is completely controlled by another company



(adj.) Relating to something that is added but is not essential



Functioning in a subsidiary or supporting capacity
29. vilifies-
Spread negative information about
30. coverlet-
A decorative bedspread (usually quilted)
Chapter 2 § X

1. cockney-
(n.) A native of the east end of London


(n.) The nonstandard dialect of natives of the E end of London


(adj.) Anything reminiscent of a cockney and/or his dialect

Chapter 3 § I

1. forbearance-
Good-natured tolerance of delay or incompetence
2. desultorily-
Marked by lack of definite plan or regularity or purpose; jumping from one thing 


to another
3. servile-
Pertaining to or involving slaves


Submissive or fawning in attitude or behavior


Involving slaves
4. sententiously-
Abounding in or given to pompous or aphoristic moralizing



Concise and full of meaning
5. doleful-
Filled with or evoking sadness
6. timorously-
Timid by nature or revealing timidity; trepidly

Chapter 3 § II

1. surly-
Inclined to anger or bad feelings with overtones of menace
2. prevaricate-
Be deliberately ambiguous or unclear in order to mislead or withhold information
3. metaphysician-
One who studies the philosophical study of being and knowing 
4. wantonness-

The trait of lacking restraint or control; freedom from inhibition or worry



The quality of being lewd and lascivious
5. ampoule-
A bottle that contains a drug (especially a sealed sterile container for injection by 


needle)
Chapter 3 § III

1. bludgeon-
(v.) Overcome or coerce as if by using a heavy club


Strike with a club or a bludgeon


(n.) A club used as a weapon

2. solipsism-
The philosophical theory that the self is all that you know to exist
3. disseminate-
To circulate or distribute (as of information)

4. vitriol-
(H2SO4) a highly corrosive acid made from sulfur dioxide; widely used in the 


chemical industry


The expression of bitter deep-seated ill will; rancor
5. nobby-


6. scraggy-
Having unattractive thinness


Having a sharply uneven surface or outline
Chapter 3 § IV

1. torpid-
Slow and apathetic


(biology) in a condition of biological rest or suspended animation
2. reveries-
An abstracted state of absorption


Absent-minded dreaming while awake
3. capitulated-
Surrender under agreed conditions
Chapter 3 § V

1. baize-
A bright green fabric napped to resemble felt; used to cover gaming tables
2. didactically-

In an instructive manner (especially excessively)

Chapter 3 § VI

1. sinecure-
A benefice to which no spiritual or pastoral duties are attached


An office that involves minimal duties
2. sallower-
Unhealthier looking

3. abstruse-
Difficult to penetrate; incomprehensible to one of ordinary understanding or 


knowledge
4. grizzled-
(v.) Be in a huff; be silent or sullen


Complain whiningly


(adj.) Having dark hairs mixed with gray or white
5. tiddlywinks-
A game in which players try to flip plastic disks into a cup by pressing 



them on the side sharply with a larger disk
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