Interactive Notebook – Mr. Morgan


Math Course Syllabus

Welcome to Mr. Morgan’s 
Mathematics Class


In this class, you will acquire the skills that will prepare you to succeed mathematics. It is important to be as well prepared as possible because high school level math or algebra is often called the “gatekeeper” course in secondary education. That means that those who master algebra almost always go on to college and professional careers; those who don’t master algebra usually don’t get the chance to go to college. Of course, there are other kinds of success I want you to have. I want you all to do well on the California High School Exit Examination or (CAHSEE). I want you to have the math skills necessary to understand science and engineering. I want you gain the practical math skills that will enable you to manage your money, be a wise shopper, and enjoy the better things in life.

This course will encompass eight broad areas. They are:
1. Real Number System, 2. Ratio and Proportion, 3. Variables and Relationships, 4. Probability, 5. Data Analysis, 6. Solid Geometry/Measurement, 7. Geometric Transformation, and 8. Modeling.

Daily work:
Every day there will be a math warm-up, In class work, and work outside of class. Homework is to be turned in to the homework basket at the beginning of each class period or at the end depending upon the situation. 

Make-up work:
When a student’s absence is excused, daily work missed during the absence can be turned in up to one week from the date of the student’s return to class. Homework assigned before the absence is due the day the student returns. Quizzes or tests will be made up during class time within a week of the student’s return.

Notebook:
Each student should have a loose-leaf notebook for their Interactive Note Book.  
1. Warm-ups, 
2. Vocabulary, 
3. Class notes, Class work, and Homework, 

Classroom Rules:
1. Come to class on time, ready to work, and with required materials.

2. Listen carefully and follow directions the first time they are given.

3. Raise your hand and get permission before speaking.

4. Avoid unnecessary talking and walking around during class time.

5. Keep your hands, feet, and all objects to yourself.

6. Respect teacher, classmates, school, and personal property.

7. The chewing of gum in class is not permitted.

8. Obey all school rules.
If a student chooses to break a rule:
1st time:  Warning.

2nd time: Fill out a “Think Sheet.” 

3rd time: Fill out a “Discipline Notice” [15 min. detention] and parents are  contacted.

4th time: “Discipline Notice” is sent home; formal after school detention is assigned [one hour] pursuant to college rules and regulations.

5th time: Referral to principal/counselor.

Severe disruption: Sent to the principal - immediately!
Students who behave appropriately will be rewarded with: Positive notes/calls home; achievement “stickers”; raffle tickets; special privileges; team points; or lunch in the classroom.

Homework Policy

1. There will be homework assignments given on a regular basis.  All homework is due first thing in the morning on the due date given by the teacher.  Those students who do not turn in completely finished homework on the due date will be required to complete it after school.  Late work will be graded down!

2. Each student is responsible for obtaining, completing and asking questions about class work and homework for the day(s) he or she is absent.

3. Parents are a vital part of every child’s education and intended success!  Assignments will be given throughout the year, which may require parents to give up their time in order to work with their child.  Many weekly assignments may be given which require a parent’s signature.  Parents are requested to discuss all assignments with their child before signing anything.

Grading Policy

1. If a student receives a grade of 69% or lower on a homework or class work assignment, he or she may be given, at the discretion of the teacher, the opportunity to redo the work and resubmit it for a grade of 70%.  Tests and quizzes may not be redone.

2. All students are expected to participate in every work assignment.  Each student’s participation is always a factor when final grades are given.  Positive attitude, cooperation, enthusiasm, sharing, group work and true effort are all a part of excellent and acceptable participation.

3. Consistently late and/or missing work WILL affect grades negatively.

4. The grading scale is as follows:

100 – 90% = A

  89 – 80% = B

   79 – 70 % = C

    69 – 60% = D

     59 and below    = F
Procedures
1. BE ON TIME – those who are late receive a tally.

2. Work that is missed due to a classroom suspension will receive a grade of zero [0].

3. Severe disruptions, such as destruction or stealing of property, fighting, etc. may result in an automatic referral and/or suspension.

4. The restroom and drinking fountain should be used during breaks and lunch.  Students have the privilege of bringing a water bottle, filled with water only, to be used during class.

5. All work must have proper heading, margins, and must be neatly handwritten or it will be graded down and may have to be rewritten.  Unless otherwise specified in class, all work should be written in Handwriting.

6. If a student is absent, he or she must bring a note from home regardless of whether the office was called about the absence or not.

7. All students are expected to take an active part in keeping the classroom neat and orderly.  Students will not be dismissed at the end of class until the room has been straightened, cleaned, and left in an acceptable condition.

8. All students are encouraged to ask the teacher questions regarding the lessons, homework, etc.  Students are asked to come talk to the teacher when they feel something is unfair or there has been a mistake made on the part of the teacher. 







