Interactive Student Notebooks

Mr. Morgan’s Mathematics Class 

The basics of the Interactive Student Notebooks

What is the purpose of the notebook?

The purpose of the interactive notebook is to enable you to be a creative, independent thinker and writer.  Interactive notebooks will be used for class notes as well as for other activities, like your daily math warm-ups, where you will be asked to express your own ideas and process the information presented in class.  As you work with the notebook it becomes a portfolio of your work, thoughts, and beliefs.  This notebook is different from traditional notebooks because it provides activities in a variety of learning styles, mixture of multiple intelligence’s, and tasks all geared to how our brains learn best.  

What materials will I need?

* College ruled - spiral bound - 8 ½ x 11” notebook – 200 sheets * colored pencils * glue stick *scissors * ruler * pencils with sharpener * dry erase marker * see supply list*

How will I use this notebook?  

The interactive notebooks encourage students to record information in an organized fashion.  We divide the notebook into two different sides: left side activities and right side activities.

RIGHT SIDE: The right side of the notebook is the “input” side or the teacher side.  It contains the key information for the unit, such as class notes, mind maps, T-charts, reading notes, etc.  Typically, all “testable” information is found here. 

LEFT SIDE:  The left side of the notebook is the “output” side or the student side, primarily used for processing new ideas or developing right side input.  Students work out an understanding of new material by using illustrations, diagrams, flow charts, etc.  Students explore their opinions and clarify their values on controversial issues, wonder about “what if” hypothetical situations and ask questions about new ideas.  They also express their feelings and reactions to activities that tap into interpersonal learning.

How will the notebooks be organized?

The interactive notebook is divided into units of study based upon our Math curriculum.  Every student will have a Table of Contents which will document the day’s assignment along with the page number it can be found on.  

How will I be graded?

Your notebook will be graded approximately once twice a week.  You should have all items (assignments, class work, notes, etc.) that the Table of Contents has listed; even for the days you were absent.  Not every single item will be graded.  You will assess your own work before turning it in to me.  

What happens if I am absent?

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to see the Assignment Notebook or ask a study buddy what you have missed. This notebook contains the details on what you missed.  

What happens if I lose my notebook?

If you lose the notebook, check all your classes and the lost and found in the office.  Bring loose-leaf paper or a spare notebook to class to use.  DO NOT JUST QUIT!!!  Since much of your grade is made up of the notebook and your grade will suffer without the work, set up a time to meet with me after looking for the lost notebook and we can determine how to make up the work. 

Parents/Guardians:  How do you know how your child is doing in math?

With so many classes in high school it can be challenging to determine the progress of your child in an individual class.  Students will be expected to share their notebook with you either daily or weekly.  Sharing should consist of the child and interesting party sitting down, reading, and discussing their work for a short amount of time.  The emphasis is on the student initiating the conversation, though it would be helpful if you would inquire.  Please read their work, especially the left hand side activities, since this is the collection of how your child is comprehending mathematics class.  Together I hope we can help our students toward a successful and rewarding year.
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