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Donna,

In context of our discussion under your thread, I half wonder if the code phrase "teaching to the test" isn't one of those emotionally-charged issues.  Most teachers seem to consider "teaching to the test" almost a swear word.  As you said, it's seen as being the farthest thing from focusing on the student.

On the other hand, in our simplified, theoretical world where it's the public vs. the teachers on this issue, the "public" might see it differently.  After all, the TAKS test is intended to measure whether students have achieved certain educational goals.  It's true that a test can't measure all learning, but it does measure some.  If a student can't get 2 + 2 right on a test, then we're pretty safe in assuming he's got serious problems in math.

So what does "teach to the test" mean?  I'm assuming it means we teach students the specific information they need to know in order to succeed on the test.  So if we know the test will involve algebra, figurative language, and an argument essay, we'll make sure to teach the kids these subjects.

How different is that from teaching according to TEKS standards?  Or NCTE?  Or local curriculum objectives?

I'm sure I'll have a different perspective on this issue once I start teaching in the classroom, but my impression has been that this complaint really involves teachers not wanting to teach according to a schedule dictated by someone else.  They can't honestly be complaining about teaching the subject matter of the test.

Anyways, I could speculate further, but I suspect I'm getting myself in enough hot water here.  ;)

Cheers,

Kerri


