	Student Name: Kerri Beauchesne

Site Name: Methods for Teaching

Author Name: Jacobsen

Location on Site: Home > A Model for Teaching > Exercises > Exercise 1.1

This activity contains only essay questions, which are not scored by the system.

You answered 1 question, and left 0 questions blank.

Submitted on January 27, 2005 at 1:51 AM (EST)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 1

Review the discussion on motivation and list three different ways you would facilitate student motivation.

Not Scored: 

1.  I should always express confidence in a student's competence and ability to learn.  It is also important continually to assess student progress and adjust my approach in order to keep each student moving through his zones of proximal development.  For example, when I teach my students how to write papers, I must assess whether they still need help with invention or whether they are ready for work on style and tone.  If I can prevent either extreme of

boredom or frustration, it will be much easier to encourage students to tackle challenges.

2.  I should encourage cooperative learning and discovery through group work.  I plan to build student-led, student-chosen projects into the curriculum in order to facilitate social development and student ownership of ideas.  One idea I really want to try out is a year-long project that is linked to the entire curriculum.  I think a class journal, edited by a team of students from the

class and populated by a wide selection of work from the class members (taken from the work done throughout the semester), will help motivate the students to do their best work.

3.  Perhaps the most important motivating factor is to make the material relevant to students' lives and give them many opportunities to share their ideas and opinions.  For example, rather than simply handing students a copy of "Wuthering Heights" and telling them I want an essay on my desk by Monday, I would preview the text with them by leading a discussion of themes from the text, such as relationships gone bad, misunderstandings, dysfunctional family life, and so forth.  Once students can relate these themes to their own lives and experiences, it will be much easier to get them involved in the text. 




