ROMEO & JULIET

STORYBOARD PROJECT
Grade:
9



Subject:  English I

Approximate Length of Lesson:  5 – 50 min. class periods (250 min. total)

Instructional Objective:
English I students will work in small groups to produce storyboard cells that reflect the general plot of Romeo and Juliet.

Instructional Materials and Resources: 
Handout with Plot Overview from SparkNotes
Group responsibilities handout
Highlighters

White copy paper

Rulers

Pencils and erasers

Colored pencils, markers, and crayons

Content: 
Handout with Plot Overview from SparkNotes
Accommodations and Modifications:
Please see sections marked MOD:, embedded within Instructional Procedures.

Instructional Procedures: 
MONDAY:
Sponge Activity:  10 minutes

Daily Language Practice.  Students proofread two sentences for errors in grammar, mechanics, style, etc.  (We do this four days a week, and they keep their warm-ups in a folder that stays in the classroom.)  We will go over the answers briefly after I take attendance.  I will explain any corrections they missed or did not understand.

Set induction: 5 minutes
I will have one student hand out the Plot Overview for Romeo and Juliet, and another will pass around the highlighters, making sure each student gets two different colors.

Large group instruction: 35 minutes
I will explain to the students that we are going to make a storyboard or comic book version of Romeo and Juliet as a way to help them understand the play before we actually read it.  Since I have 3 sections of English I, the 3 classes will share the project among them.

The first step is to read the Plot Overview and highlight the separate scenes for storyboarding.  I have already marked these on my own copy, so they’ll highlight what I tell them as we go along.  This is also intended to help them focus and read along with me.  The highlighting should appeal to both visual and kinesthetic learners, and my reading aloud will help the aural learners.  As we highlight, we will number the individual scenes 1 – 73 so that I can easily assign scenes to the groups for storyboarding.

MOD:  To facilitate this activity, I will have a copy of the Plot Overview on the overhead, already underlined in different colors.  I will cover all but one paragraph at a time so that the whole page isn’t overwhelming to some of my students.  I will encourage them to cover their pages in the same way.  This should help some of my special ed and ADD students who have difficulty focusing.  For a small number of my students, I will provide colored construction paper to use when covering their papers.  I’ll talk to them privately beforehand to let them know what it’s for.

MOD:  I will also arrange the desks so that students are sitting in pairs, with stronger and weaker students paired up.  This will allow the slower or struggling students to look at their neighbor’s copy and get help when they fall behind.

Before we leave class, I will give them instructions for the storyboards.  Each scene will have its own sheet of paper and will be numbered according to the way we numbered our Plot Overview.  When the project is complete, we will mount the storyboards in sequence on the back wall for the duration of the Romeo and Juliet unit.

TUESDAY:
Sponge Activity:  
Because we have a relatively short class period, we will skip the usual DLP for the rest of the week.  The warm-up board will instruct students to get out their materials from yesterday, get into their groups, and begin work immediately on their storyboards.  I will monitor these activities to ensure that everyone is on task and doing everything according to the instructions.  Instructions for the storyboarding will be on the board, in case they’ve forgotten what to do.

Group work: 

Group members may share or divide responsibilities as they see fit, and depending on their individual strengths.  The job list includes:

· Layout (deciding who/what will appear in the picture, and where everything will go)

· Wording (whether to include a summary and/or dialogue, and if so, what)

· Sketching borders lightly with pencil

· Sketching pictures lightly with pencil

· Writing words lightly with pencil

· Coloring borders

· Coloring pictures

· Coloring/darkening words 

Before beginning work, the group must fill out the “Group Member Responsibilities” handout and show it to me.  They will keep it at their group table to refer to during work.

WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY:
Sponge Activity:  
The warm-up board will instruct students to get out their materials from yesterday, get into their groups, and begin work immediately on their storyboards.  I will monitor these activities to ensure that everyone is on task and doing everything according to the instructions.  Instructions for the storyboarding will be on the board, in case they’ve forgotten what to do.

Group work: 

GOAL:  Get everything colored in and finished by Friday.  We will take an extra day if necessary, but I will monitor group work to make sure everything is on schedule and moving along.

LAST FIVE MINUTES ON FRIDAY:  Hand out the Group Feedback Form.  Explain to students that I have been observing the groups and making notes on each person’s contributions, but that this form gives them an opportunity to give me some feedback on their own and their group members’ performance on the project.  I will take these responses into consideration when I assign individual participation grades for the project.  A separate “group” grade will be given for the final product.

AFTERWARDS:
These storyboards will remain on the back wall for the duration of our Romeo & Juliet unit.  This activity will give the students a fun introduction to the story and let them cooperate in groups to produce a tangible product that will help them understand the play as we read and learn about it in class.

STANDARDS:
TEKS for English I:

(7)  Reading/comprehension. The student comprehends selections using a variety of strategies. The student is expected to:

(D)  construct images such as graphic organizers based on text descriptions and text structures;

· Storyboarding a plot overview is a dressed-up version of a chronological graphic organizer.  This will aid reading comprehension by providing the “big picture” and giving students a point of reference as we read.

(21)  Viewing/representing/production. The student produces visual representations that communicate with others.

· Students produce a visual representation (storyboard) that will communicate to themselves and their classmates (and any visitors to the classroom!) what Romeo and Juliet is all about.
NCTE standards:

12.  Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).

· Students produce a visual representation (storyboard) for learning, enjoyment, and the exchange of information regarding Romeo and Juliet.
TExES 8-12 ELAR standards:

Standard I:  English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 know how to design and

implement instruction that is appropriate for each student, that reflects

knowledge of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), that integrates

all components of the English language arts (i.e., writing, reading, listening/

speaking, viewing/representing), and that is based on continuous assessment.

· This lesson plan demonstrates my ability to design/implement instruction that appeals to students of all different learning modalities (visual, aural, read/write, and kinesthetic.)  It also integrates all components of the English language arts: writing (dialogue and summary in storyboards); reading (plot overview); listening (to instructions, plot overview as I read it, and to their group members); speaking (to group members to negotiate project); and viewing/representing (production of storyboards.)
Standard IV:  English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand an extensive body of

literature and literary genres and provide students with opportunities to read

diverse types of literature and to view literature as a source for exploring and

interpreting human experiences.

· This lesson introduces students to one of the most influential writers in the English language and gives them tools for understanding the text.  Students begin to explore the human experiences from Romeo and Juliet as described in the plot overview by interpreting them visually in storyboards.
Standard IX:  English language arts teachers in grades 8–12 understand how to interpret,

analyze, and produce visual images and messages in various media and

provide students with opportunities to develop skills in this area.

· The storyboarding activity helps students to interpret plot elements through visual images in a way that helps communicate the storyline to the rest of the class.
