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Donna,

I liked your example of the young man who hates school because he doesn't think his teachers like him.  (Well, I don't like his situation, but it's a good example.)  I think one bad student-teacher relationship has the potential to ruin a student's entire outlook on school.  A young man at our church had this problem at the beginning of the year.  He did well in all his classes and got along with all his teachers except one.  A number of his classmates agreed that the teacher was picking on him.  Unfortunately, when his mother spoke to the teacher, and later the principal, they refused to admit any kind of problem on the teacher's part and insisted the student himself was the entire problem.  His mother had to push very hard before the principal would allow her son to transfer to another teacher for that subject.  Even then, the old teacher tried to poison the new one against him.  Luckily, the new teacher waited to make her own judgment, and he gets along very well now.  

Granted, some students who genuinely do misbehave in class may play the innocent and claim the teacher just doesn't like them.  These situations are difficult because parents often side with their angelic little children, who can do no wrong.  I guess it's important in those cases to make sure we are applying the rules consistently and equally and that we aren't singling some students out for correction more than others who break the same rules.  We should also be sure to communicate caring and high, positive expectations for those students despite their bad behavior.

I also liked what you said about expectations for students from lower socioeconomic groups.  What I often have to remind myself is that I can't change someone's circumstances for them.  What we can do is provide the best support we can in the classroom and make sure that their hour or so with us each day is safe, productive, and positive.  For kids with bad home situations, some good school experiences may be the light that leads them to something better when they go out on their own.

Good thoughts!  Thanks for sharing your experiences.

- Kerri


