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Donna,

You said, "This is also why documentation is important. If patterns of misbehavior emerge or develop, documentation can help a teacher understand when it started or when it occurs and see if it correlates with some other event in a student’s life."

I've read that teachers are highly encouraged to keep daily classroom journals.  Personally, I'm terrible at keeping up with a journal, but I think it will be indispensable.  We should at least jot down a couple of comments after each class, like: "Need more visuals.  Stephen wouldn't pay attention, kept talking - separate from Julie.  Natalie - improved attention, send positive update to Mom."  

"It is important to locate the root causes of misbehaviors because unless the real issues are addressed, the behaviors will likely continue."

This is so true.  Is the kid talking in class because he's bored?  Does that mean my lesson is boring, or is he gifted and in need of more challenge?  Is this student's aggression indicative of emotional problems?  Could he be depressed, or bipolar, or on drugs, or being abused at home?  Or has he simply never learned to control his temper and rein in his desires?  Each of these possibilities requires a different kind of approach.  At the very least, our interventions, while firm, still need to be kind because we don't know what circumstances and vulnerabilities might be prompting the behaviors.

. . . . . . . . . . .  

- Kerri


