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Educator Tipsheet

Writing Assessment in the Inclusion Classroom

What school districts can do:
1. Align writing instruction both horizontally and vertically.  Implement a program like the Center for Research in Learning’s (CRL) Sentence Writing Strategy, Paragraph Writing Strategy, and Theme Writing Strategy from early grades and carry it on through graduation.  Research proves that such early and systematic implementation of this mastery-based program has a substantial impact on standardized test scores, as well as performance in classroom-based assessments.

2. Ensure that teachers and administrators in charge of developing and implementing writing programs have been trained in writing instruction and writing assessment.  Training should include substantial, yearly professional development as well as faculty in-services to foster success in Writing Across the Curriculum measures.

What educators can do:
1. Plan writing instruction and assessment in advance – don’t leave it as an afterthought, to be thrown together at the last minute.  Writing is a crucial skill that deserves to be solidly based in theory and research.

2. Link writing activities to high-interest readings and real-life applications.

3. Be a writing coach for your students, rather than a dispassionate judge.  Help students work through their difficulties; provide feedback and scaffolding to aid their improvement.

4. Teach writing as a process with multiple, recursive stages: planning, organizing, drafting, peer/teacher critique, revision, critique, editing, and publication.  Help students see their writing as an evolutionary process that allows (even encourages) change.

5. Break large jobs into shorter, easier increments.  Give each stage a short name.  It is most helpful when the stages spell out a mnemonic that will help the student remember.

6. Let students develop their own goals for writing achievement, as well as criteria for success.  Students will feel more comfortable with the standards for an assignment if they have a hand in developing them.

7. You can’t do it alone.  Develop a relationship with the campus resource teachers and content mastery (CM) providers.  For each assignment, have an instruction sheet ready to send with the student in case they need more intensive individual instruction or coaching than you have time for in the general education classroom.

8. Make sure your assessments measure what they should measure.  If you use a rubric, make sure the criteria make sense.  Weight the more important ones, if appropriate (e.g., ideas and content may be worth more than spelling and punctuation).

9. Provide your students with elaborated feedback so they know what they did wrong – and what they did right.  Then, give them an opportunity to revise that writing sample or practice again with a new one so that the concepts are reinforced.

10. Use the student’s strengths to support his improvement in weak areas.  For example, if he has poor writing skills and excellent oral ones, have him dictate his ideas and musings while you dictate.  This can help a reluctant writer see that he does indeed have something to write about.

