Kerri Beauchesne

1/1

Background

Writing Assessment in the Inclusion Classroom

“Those who claim to be practitioners without theory are merely in the grip of a theory they do not understand” (White, 2004, p. 283).


I currently teach English I, English III, and English IV under a probationary certificate at Summit Academy, a charter school in downtown Fort Worth.  I am in my last semester of coursework towards initial teacher certification in 8th – 12th grade English Language Arts and Reading.


This research alert addresses how the general education teacher can assess writing in the inclusion classroom.  I chose this topic because I have trouble figuring out how to teach and assess writing with such an intellectually diverse group of students.  I have many special education students who require all kinds of modifications, but I also have gifted, underperforming students who do as little as possible because they think they’ll be held to the standard of the lowest-performing student.  I need strategies for teaching and assessing writing according to the student’s ability, as well as a way of implementing these different levels of expectations without the students being aware of it any more than necessary.


Needless to say, this is a big job and beyond the scope of this project.  In the course of my research, I narrowed the field (which is still quite wide enough) to teaching and assessing writing with learning disabled (LD) students.  I expect to find research-based methods of instruction and assessment that will help me to meet the needs of my LD and at-risk students (who are often one and the same).

