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Applications to My Classroom

Writing Assessment in the Inclusion Classroom


This research project has helped give me a sense of the kinds of writing instruction and assessment that will support learning disabled (LD) students in my classroom.  I can apply the knowledge in the following ways:

1. I will further research the Center for Research in Learning’s (CRL) Sentence Writing Strategy, Paragraph Writing Strategy, and Theme Writing Strategy so that I can implement them in my own classroom.  I will also advocate the use of these strategies in my entire English department and, ultimately, in the entire school district.

2. I will work on revamping my curriculum so that writing instruction and assessment are carefully embedded in larger units and connected to high-interest and real-life situations.

3. I will develop materials that can easily be provided to the resource teacher or content mastery (CM) providers so that my LD students can get the extra, intensive instruction that they need.

4. I will work on breaking writing tasks into short, easy-to-remember stages and will develop posters that will provide daily reminders to the students.

5. I will involve my students in developing writing goals and assessment criteria.

This project has also helped me progress in the following state and national standards for teacher training and development:

TExES 8-12 Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities Standards:
Competency 002

The teacher understands student diversity and knows how to plan learning experiences and design assessments that are responsive to differences among students and that promote all students' learning.

This project has helped me better to understand the needs of learning disabled students and how to craft writing instruction and assessments that will help identify areas of need and inform interventions and future instruction.

Competency 003

The teacher understands procedures for designing effective and coherent instruction and assessment based on appropriate learning goals and objectives.

I have set goals for reworking and improving my curriculum based on the research I performed for this project.

Competency 004

The teacher understands learning processes and factors that impact student learning and demonstrates this knowledge by planning effective, engaging instruction and appropriate assessments.

I have demonstrated increased knowledge in learning processes and an understanding that engaging (high-interest and real-life) instruction is necessary for student success.  I have also demonstrated increased understanding of appropriate and effective writing assessment.

Competency 008

The teacher provides appropriate instruction that actively engages students in the learning process.

See previous.

Competency 010

The teacher monitors student performance and achievement; provides students with timely, high-quality feedback; and responds flexibly to promote learning for all students.

I have demonstrated an understanding of the need for elaborated feedback on writing assessments, as well as the need to adapt instruction to address specific student weaknesses.

Competency 013

The teacher understands and adheres to legal and ethical requirements for educators and is knowledgeable of the structure of education in Texas.

I have demonstrated increased understanding of the legal and ethical requirements for special education students in the inclusion classroom.

TEKS §110.42 – English I

(2)  Writing/writing processes. The student uses recursive writing processes when appropriate. The student is expected to:

(A)  use prewriting strategies to generate ideas, develop voice, and plan;

(B)  develop drafts, alone and collaboratively, by organizing and reorganizing content and by refining style to suit occasion, audience, and purpose;

(C)  proofread writing for appropriateness of organization, content, style, and conventions;

(D) refine selected pieces frequently to publish for general and specific audiences

Through this project, I have demonstrated awareness of the importance of process writing, both for learning disabled (LD) and general education students.  I have learned more about the necessity of elaborated feedback and additional opportunities for revision or practice.

(5)  Writing/evaluation. The student evaluates his/her own writing and the writings of others. The student is expected to:

(A)  evaluate writing for both mechanics and content; and

(B)  respond productively to peer review of his/her own work.

I have learned that it is important to allow ample time for student evaluation of his/her own work, the work of others, and peer reviews of his/her own work.  This kind of extended feedback is particularly necessary for the learning disabled (LD) student who has difficulty inferring rules and cognitive steps that other learners take for granted.

NCTE/NCATE 7-12 Standards:

2.3:
Use the results of reflective practice not only to adapt instruction and behavior to assist all students to learn but also to design a well-conceived plan for professional development that features collaboration with the academic community, professional organizations, and others.


3.7.1:
Reflect on their own teaching performances in light of research on, and theories of, how students compose and respond to text and make adjustments in their teaching as appropriate.


4.1:
Understand the purposes and characteristics of different kinds of curricula and related teaching resources and select or create instructional materials that are consistent with what is currently known about student learning in ELA.


4.7:
Integrate throughout the ELA curriculum learning opportunities in which students demonstrate their abilities to use language for a variety of purposes in communication.


4.8:
Engage students in discovering their personal response to texts and ways to connect such responses to other larger meanings and critical stances.


4.10:
Integrate assessment consistently into instruction by:

· Interpreting the individual and group results of any assessments and drawing upon a variety of information in these assessments to inform instruction; and

· Assisting all students in becoming monitors of their own work and growth in . . . writing . . .

