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Sara,

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

My psychology professor used multiple-choice tests with scantrons, exclusively.  She gloated to me once that an English professor friend of hers was complaining that her assessment job was so much harder (because she had to grade essays and so forth).  She said she told her friend, "Hey, it isn't my fault you picked the wrong major in college!"  The irony is, who's to say that the "proper" form of assessment in psychology is the multiple-choice test?  Why shouldn't she include some short answer and essay questions?  Why didn't we write papers or comment on case studies?  I don't think even math assessments should always be so simple as multiple-choice or just getting the right answer.  A good teacher would check the student's work to see why he or she got the answer wrong.  Then the teacher could tell the student what to brush up on (specific math operations, algebra functions, etc.) so he or she doesn't fall too far behind.  I understand the difficulties of having very large classes, but there ought to be some kind of middle ground.

. . . . . . . . . . . .

Best,

Kerri


