Philosophy of Education


I like to think about root causes and purposes.  So when you ask, “What is your philosophy of education?” I have to ask myself first, “What is the purpose of education?”  The large-view answer is that a well-educated populace prospers and remains free.  For day-to-day purposes, however, my practical focus is on the individual student.  Where has he been?  Where is he now?  Where does he want or need to go, and how can I help him get there?


I believe that English Language Arts is truly an interdisciplinary subject: it encompasses literature, grammar, media, rhetoric, logic, ethics, business, law – language is everywhere and affects our lives and our thinking in profound ways.  My students deserve a well-rounded, research-based curriculum that will prepare them to succeed not only on standardized tests but in life generally; therefore, I believe the state (TEKS) standards should play a crucial role in my lesson planning.  In addition, finding ways to relate the material to the students’ lives and interests is an essential part of answering the student’s eternal question, “Why do we have to learn this?”  English class should engage students not only with relics of the past but with the living, breathing present and things that concern them in the here-and-now.


When students enter my classroom, I want them to encounter infectious optimism and curiosity about our language and the objects of our culture.  They will look on music and TV and magazines with a new perspective.  They will discover in literature timeless truths that mean something to their own lives.  They will learn how to inquire, how to question, how to debate, how to see things from many perspectives.  My classroom will be writing-intensive and thinking-intensive.

My students will get the very best I can give every single day, and I expect no less of them.  I am confident that every one of them can succeed in my class.  High expectations, solid curriculum, and a positive atmosphere – that is the philosophy of my classroom.
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