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Articles on Kazakhstan:

Ramadan has ended

On November 25th, Moslems all over the world are celebrating that the breaking of the fast, or Uraza Ait, has begun. This three-day celebration completes the Holy Month of Ramadan as well as the annual fast. Kazakhstan’s President, Nursultan Nazarbayev, visited the Kazakhstani capitol, Astana’s, central mosque. He congratulated all the country’s Moslems on the bright holiday. He said that it is necessary to value our calmness in this unstable world.

http://www.khabar.kz/index.php3?chapter=1069828426&parent_id=1007557348
Kazakh Security Service foils sale of radioactive materials

Kazakhstan's National Security Committee (KNB) has announced that a man from  Shymkent was given a three-year suspended sentence for attempting to sell  small quantities of highly radioactive curium-243 and -245 and cesium-137  that had apparently been stolen from industrial enterprises. The head of the KNB  department that deals with illegal sales of radioactive materials, Kuanysh  Isaev, said the isotopes, which the man had been hiding in his apartment,  were extremely dangerous but would almost never be used in nuclear bombs.  They could, however, be used in making a so-called dirty bomb. The security  service is particularly interested in finding out who wanted to buy the  isotopes and why.

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/kazakhstan/hypermail/news/0032.shtml

Trade unions stand for women

In Kazakhstan, according to trade union information, 60 percent of all those unemployed are women. The women’s average salary is about 97 Euros, while men are paid twice as much. There are only two provisions in the country’s acting legislation concerning women’s rights. They provide for normal working conditions and the right of women who have children to collect social benefits. Trade union leaders believe this legislation does not go far enough. 

- An event concerning the conclusion of a collective agreement will be held in January. Republican trade unions intend to address the protection of women’s rights during the conclusion of tri-lateral agreements between the government, employers and trade unions.

http://www.khabar.kz/index.php3?lang=eng&chapter=1069828087&parent_id=1007539556#1069828087


Independence Day celebration

As per government decree, Kazakhstani people will be off the work for four days during the Independence Day celebration, the press service of prime minister of RK says. The traditional national holiday of RK - Independence Day - is celebrated on 16 and 17 December. This year by the government decree the celebration is transferred from Saturday, 13 December, to Monday, 15 December. In this way, Kazakhstani people will rest for four days - 14, 15, 16 and 17 December (Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday). This decision has been made "to create favourable conditions for the rest of labouring population and rational usage of working time", - the document says. 

http://www.gazeta.kz/eng/art.asp?aid=36934
High anemia amongst women and children 

The Health Ministry of Kazakhstan conducted the round table meeting during of which the participants spoke about the methods of struggle against anemia of women and children. The deficit of iron in the organism causes this disease. The scientists suggest to add special minerals and vitamins into the bread and flour. The Health Ministry warns that the iron-deficit anemia is a serious threat for the health of the nation. In the western Kazakhstan about 90% of women of reproductive age suffer from this illness. The main reason of anemia is lack of minerals, iron and folia acid in the organism. A special equipment is necessary in order to enrich the flour all over the Kazakhstan but there is no money for its buying. 

As the experts note, the realization of the project will demand much money. The Asian Bank Development promised to give 20 million dollars.

http://www.khabar.kz/index.php3?lang=eng&chapter=1069754981&parent_id=1007562076#1069754981

ChevronTexaco to double investment in Kazakhstan in 4-5 years 

U.S. ChevronTexaco plans to invest about $4 billion in the Kazakh oil and gas sector in the next four-five years. The company has already invested over $4 billion and has approved expansion projects for Tengizchevroil, the Caspian Pipeline Consortium and Karachaganak, Gil Ankerbauer, ChevronTexaco country manager, told reporters in Almaty on Wednesday. He said that in keeping with the projects the company plans to invest another $3-4 billion in the Kazakh economy in the next four-five years. ChevronTexaco has a 50% stake in the Tenzischevroil joint venture, which is developing the Tengiz oilfield in West Kazakhstan.

http://www.interfax.com/com?item=Kaz&pg=0&id=5673245&req=

Graduates return to Kyzylorda
Kazakhstan’s Kyzylorda oblast authorities plan to provide a thousand young specialists who came to the region’s rural areas after their graduation with housing. 300 families are already enjoying their new houses. An entire street appeared in the village of Tugisken , where families of mainly graduated specialists live. They have decided to jointly set up a public union called «Auyl Kanattary» – Village’s Wings, and their first initiative is to plant at least ten trees in front of each new house. Nurlan Orynbayev thinks that as a sign of their gratitude to all who helped them with housing, we want to do good deeds and set an example for others. Let the trees we planted be a sign of our gratitude and our modest contribution to our country’s development. Thanks to the efforts of the first oblast organization of rural youth, a deserted building in Tugusken village was changed into a gymnasium. Young people seriously intend to tackle such problems as the protection of youth’s rights, the creation of new jobs, revival and the development of villages.

http://www.khabar.kz/index.php3?lang=eng&chapter=1069827600&parent_id=1007539556#1069827600


Kazakhstan News Bulletin 

Released weekly by the Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the USA and Canada  (www.kazakhembus.com) 

· Kazakhstan’s Muslims Celebrate Ait, Thankful for Peace

· Nazarbayev Calls on North Korea to Give Up Nuclear Program

· Kazakhstan to Join Two International Human Rights Covenants

· Economy Expands 9.1% in 9 Months

Say it in Kazakh: 

A bountiful holiday table ---

Dastarkhan [Das-tar-khan]

Happy Holiday! --- Meiramynyzben!

Editors comment:

The Kazakhstan Embassies in the USA have issued a 2 months processing time line for ALL dossiers. They have also announced that they will no longer be expediting any dossiers.

It has also been reported that escorting of orphans back to their new adoptive country is no longer allowed.

Weather 28 Oct:

ALMATY

HI 41 °F / 5 °C LO 26 °F / -3 °C
ASTANA

HI 3 °F / -16 °C LO -5 °F / -21 °C
Disclaimer: Information posted on the Internet can originate from any source. It often provides a good benchmark of what is happening in the environment but sometimes can be based on rumour and gossip. Please read this with that in mind 

�





Kazakhstan in Touch


22-28 October 2003 – Version 9











PAGE  
1

