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Articles on Kazakhstan:

Deputies challenge wisdom of keeping Kazakhstani peace-makers in Iraq

Majilis Parliament member Valentin Makalkin addressed Kazakhstani Foreign Minister Kasymzhomart Tokayev with the inquiry in which he challenged the wisdom of keeping Kazakhstani peacemakers in Iraq, The Majilisman pays attention to growing resistance to Iraq occupation. “Even Turkey which earlier agreed to send servicemen to Iraq dropped its decision under such conditions,” the deputy notes. The inquiry was read at the House plenary session.

http://www.kazaag.kz/unreal/showarticle.php?id=57748Kazakhstan: 

President's daughter says "no alternative" to incumbent leader 

Last Saturday [25 October], at the constituent congress that took place in Almaty, the charter and the programme were confirmed and the political council formed of the republic party Asar. Dariga Nazarbayeva was unanimously elected its chairman. It is notable that the birth of the new political association coincided with a significant date - Republic Day. 

The party proclaimed a course oriented on the further modernization of society, the enhancement of democratic transformations, prosperity, security, and the improvement of the welfare of all citizens. The delegates recognized the absolute value of the Kazakhstan 2030 Strategy and declared their ideological platform to be completely identical to the direction of that programme. 

The social portrait of the party is one of teachers, students, scientists, entrepreneurs, businesswomen, veterans and even housewives. That is, the very broadest strata of the population. Journalists did not let their favourite topic - the succession of power - go without attention. Dariga Nazarbayeva answered entirely convincingly: 

"I suppose that there is no alternative to the country's sitting president. In the coming years, his political opponents should not waste their financial resources on election campaigns. They will lose.”

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/kazakhstan/hypermail/news/0029.shtml
A problem with supplying gas to homes in Petropavlovsk
A problem with supplying gas to homes was settled in Petropavlovsk. Just a week ago, five thousand city residents did not have fuel in their apartments. Different reasons were cited for the deficiency including the uncoordinated actions of producers and suppliers, and a decrease in propane production volumes. Now the situation has become a stable till the end of the month. Nobody can say what will happen later. At least 400 tons of gas is needed to fully satisfy the city’s needs. At present, the city has received less than half of this volume. So emergency measures will likely continue for some time.
http://www.khabar.kz/index.php3?lang=eng&chapter=1069219583&parent_id=1007539556#1069219583


Positive Kazakhstan and Russian relations 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation to Kazakhstan, Vladimir Babichev regards relations between Kazakhstan and Russia as positive. This year is declared as the year of Kazakhstan in Russia, and various programs have succeeded in increasing the trade between the countries by 25 percent. 

200 joint ventures have been established in Kazakhstan this year: raising the total number to eleven hundred. Kazakhstan has received nearly 2 billion dollars in investments from Russia, the largest investor being the «Lukoil» company. President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, will open the year of Russia in Kazakhstan next January, as part of his official visit to Kazakhstan. 

http://www.khabar.kz/index.php3?lang=eng&chapter=1069219641&parent_id=1007539556#1069219641
Problems with pollution in Ust Kamenogorsk

On Monday, during the governmental hour at the Parliament the Minister of protection of environment called the center of the eastern Kazakhstan to be the most polluted cities in the Republic 

According to medical information, the death rate of children in Ust-Kamenogorsk in Eastern Kazakhstan exceeds the republican level. Last year doctors registered newborns with different anomalies more often than before. Doctors connect these facts with the bad ecological situation. According to official data, Ust-Kamenogorsk has the most polluted air in Kazakhstan. The main pollutants are enterprises of non-ferrous metallurgy, heat-electric power stations and motor vehicles. The lead plant of the joint-stock company «Kazzinc» is responsible for 60% of the discharges. The production technology has not changed since 1951. About 70 thousand cubes of sulfurous anhydride, a very dangerous gas, is discharged into the air every hour. This enterprise pays about 2 million 300 thousand euro in penalties every year. Modernizing production began in 1998. «Kazzinc» authorities said they didn’t have funds before. Officials of the East-Kazakhstani environmental protection department rejected to comment about the city’s ecological situation. According to the department’s statistical data, the quantity of discharges into the air is decreasing every year.

http://www.khabar.kz/index.php3?lang=eng&chapter=1069309628&parent_id=1007558014#1069309628
Leasing in Kazakhstan

Within recent three years Kazakhstan economy growth totaled over 10% annually. Inflation in 2002 was 6,5%. 2003 promises further macroeconomic indices increase - result of global oil price advance, current structure reforms, wise macroeconomic adjustment and 10-year experience of foreign investments and technologies inflow. However, Kazakhstan still depends on world raw produce prices. National Fund with over USD 3 bln reserves was formed to protect our economy from oil price fluctuation in Kazakhstan long-term outlook. Domestic manufacture development is another preventive leverage from raw materials price instability. One should take into account that 80% of Kazakhstan equipment requires urgent wear-out replacement. Leasing could serve as fixed assets financial tool. Today Parliament is amending our legislature on leasing. Should they finish with the alterations by the end of this year, leasing legislature application would start in January 2004. 

http://www.kazaag.kz/?lang=eng&select=archive&section=kazinform&page=86

Kazakhstan News Bulletin 

This was not released this week.

Editors comment:

Nothing new on the BB’s this week.

I read a thought provoking, candid article titled “King of the Steppes” It emphasises the tightrope that Nazarbayev walks with continuing relations with Russia, China and the USA and discusses terrorism in Central Asia.

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Central_Asia/EK05Ag01.html
This site takes ages to load and you may need to refresh several times but it has 150 photos of Kazakhstan – many of Almaty specifically. It’s a great source for scrapbooks, as it includes several photos of Kazakh warriors, yurts, and traditions.

http://www.askaliya.narod.ru/Almaty_photos.html
Weather 21 Oct:

ALMATY

HI 59 °F / 15 °C LO 37 °F / 3 °C
ASTANA

HI 21 °F / -6 °C LO 15 °F / -9 °C
Disclaimer: Information posted on the Internet can originate from any source. It often provides a good benchmark of what is happening in the environment but sometimes can be based on rumour and gossip. Please read this with that in mind.   
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