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Articles on Kazakhstan:

Kyrgyz Ombudsman criticizes Kazakh treatment of Kyrgyz job seekers 

Kyrgyzstan's Ombudsman Tursunbai Bakir-uulu drew particular attention to the plight of Kyrgyz job seekers in neighboring Kazakhstan,

"Obshchestvennyi reiting" According to Bakir-uulu, more than 4,000 Kyrgyz citizens have officially found work in Kazakhstan, mostly on tobacco plantations, while the actual number is much higher. A recent inspection by Bakir-uulu's staff found that Kazakh employers were forcing Kyrgyz workers to live in substandard conditions. The Kyrgyz had no recourse because they had no contracts, many were in Kazakhstan illegally, and they lacked the money to return home. 

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/kazakhstan/hypermail/news/0000.shtml

Kazakh President invites Korean investment in Caspian oil 

Visiting Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbaev has invited South Korean firms to participate in developing the oil and gas resources of Kazakhstan's share of the Caspian Sea. Speaking with his South Korean counterpart, Nazarbaev also called for small and mid-sized Korean businesses to come to Kazakhstan and share their experience in innovative development. Nazarbaev's Korean interlocutors suggested that Kazakhstan could provide a base for Korean investment in other CIS economies. In the past decade, South Korean firms have invested over $1.6 billion in Kazakhstan, primarily in the processing, telecommunications, and electronics industries. 

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/kazakhstan/hypermail/news/0017.shtml

State Department official thanks Kazakhstan for support against terrorism 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs Elizabeth Jones and Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor Lorne Craner told a press conference in Astana on 12 November that U.S. President George Bush and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld have sent special thanks to Kazakhstan for that country's support in the effort to combat international terrorism and in the reconstruction of Iraq and Afghanistan.

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/kazakhstan/hypermail/news/0020.shtml

World Bank official rebukes Kazakhstan over number of state-run banks 

The World Bank (WB) has been critical of the setting up of new state-run financial institutions in Kazakhstan this year and considers their number to be excessive. 

"We have to some extend been concerned by the number of specialized foundations set up by the Kazakh government," the director of the World Bank office in Central Asia, Dennis de Tray, told a news conference in Almaty today. "They need to be managed very transparently and they should work in keeping with clear-cut rules and act in the conditions of certain competition," he added. "Special foundations, used to develop a certain sector, often ended up to be noncompetitive," the World Bank regional director said. He noted the importance of competition for any economic sector, especially in Kazakhstan, which is currently preparing to join the WTO.

He believes that the only possible way of effective developing the electric energy sector, agriculture and other promising sectors in the country is the reduction of state regulation in these sectors.

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/kazakhstan/hypermail/news/0021.shtml
US embassy's representative office opened its doors in Astana

Inauguration ceremony of Astana - based US Embassy office was held with participation of Elizabeth Jones, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of European and Eurasian Relations. The newly opened office is the first regular US diplomatic mission in Kazakhstan capital. James Kenny, acting Head of the Mission, will run the diplomatic office. The Astana mission staff includes three other American diplomats and 35 Kazakhstan employees. US Embassy relocation to Astana is considered US Government's clever move. The new Embassy's foundation laying is scheduled for the spring 2004. 

http://www.kazpravda.kz/c_e.html
Guinness Record achieved

Record walking tour of Rizabek and Aisulu Yelemanovs married couple on Pavlodar - Kyzylorda - Kostanai - Petropavlovsk - Pavlodar circular route came to end. Route length was also estimated: they were supposed to cover 7000 km. The couple came to their finish after 7 500 kilometers. Kairat Nurpeisov, oblast akim was waiting to congratulate them. Sport experts say 24 800 kilometers distance coverage is sufficient for Guinness record, but Pavlodar athlete has made 30 000 km. 

http://www.kazpravda.kz/c_e.html
Kazakhstan News Bulletin November 13, 2003

Released weekly by the Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the USA and Canada  (www.kazakhembus.com) 

· Majilis Chairman Tuyakbai Visits Canada, Inter-Parliamentary Ties Set
· U.S. Diplomats Welcome Kazakhstan’s Strides Into Civil Society
· Unusual Parliament Opens in Astana
· Scientists, Engineers from Kazakhstan Participate in Philadelphia High-Tech Conference
On the Eurasianet site I found three very recently written “insight” articles on Kazakhstan. They are well worth reading in full, so I have included the title and link:

1. KAZAKHSTAN OPPOSITION PARTY SHOWING NEW STRIDENCY http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/insight/articles/eav111303a.shtml
2. FOREIGN MINISTER CONFIRMS KAZAKHSTAN’S MULTI-VECTORED POLICY                  (He wants to grow relations with Russia, China and America simultaneously) http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/insight/articles/eav100303a.shtml
3. KAZAKHSTAN: PRESIDENT URGES POPULATION INCREASE TO MEET WORK FORCE DEMANDS (He claims a 33% increase in population is needed over 15 years) http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/insight/articles/eav082703.shtml
Editors comment:

For some time now neither Kzyl-Orda nor Karaganda have waived the 2-week period after an adoption court hearing. Almaty followed in June 2003. Astana has also now taken this stance. I have also heard of two separate stories where the 2-week waive was not granted recently in Ust Kamenogorsk. For those waiting to travel please be aware that there is no guarantee that the 2-week wait will be waived.

Say it in Kazakh: 

Congratulations on your national day! --- Tauylsizdik Kuni Kuttyktaimyn!

It was good – Magan unady.

Weather 14 Oct 2003:

ALMATY

HI 57 °F / 14 °C LO 39 °F / 4 °C
ASTANA

HI 26 °F / -3 °C LO 17 °F / -8 °C
Disclaimer: Information posted on the Internet can originate from any source. It often provides a good benchmark of what is happening in the environment but sometimes can be based on rumour and gossip. Please read this with that in mind.   
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