“Shree”

Biodata 

of 

Prof K.S Narayanacharya

(Retired Professor of English and Ex Principal, Karnatak Arts College, Dharwad)

1. Born: At Kanakanahally (Now Kanakapura, of Bangalore District) to Sri K.N Srinivasa Deshikacharya and Smt Ranganayakamma, on 30th October 1933.

2. Family Background: Belongs to a great tradition of Pious Vedic Scholars, versed in Sanskrit and Tamil scholarship
3. Education: 
A. BSc (PCM) Yuvaraja’s College, Mysore 1954

B. B.A (Hons) English Literature, Mysore University, 1957

C. M.A.(Modern English Literature) Maharaja’s College, Mysore University  1958

D. Ph.D. Thesis (UGC Fellowship 1959-1961) on “The influence of Indian Thought on the Poetry of W.B Yeats and T.S Eliot”
4. Service: 

A. Lecturer in English – Acharya Pathashala College, Bangalore 1958-1959

B. Research Scholar (UGC), Maharaja’s College Mysore 1959-1961

C. Lecturer in English, Karnatak Arts College, Karnatak University Dharwad 1961

D. Reader in English Karnatak Arts College, Karnatak University Dharwad, 1967

E. Professor and Head of the Department of English Karnatak Arts College, Karnatak University Dharwad, 1973

F. Principal Karnatak Arts College, Karnatak University Dharwad, 1992-93

5. Spiritual Qualification:

A. Studied Krishna Yajurveda traditionally, under the guidance of 

i. (Late) Dandavati Shiva Dixita Somayaji – Dharwad

ii. Pandit Setlur Srinivasa Rangacharya – Bangalore

6. Founded:

A. Veda Vidya Prakashana (For publications concerning Vedas) 1973

B. Malola Prakashana (For publications concerning Tamil, Vedas, Ramayana, Mahabharata and other Texts) 1975

7. Publications (Numbering over 70 till date as under)
A. Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya Series: (1973 to 1983 – Written in Kannada)

Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya aims at expounding great Vedic concepts like Rita, Satya, concepts of scientific, and various aspects of Godhead, Functions of God, as one in many, symbolic meanings of Waters, Upanishadic Myths, God as father (Vishnu) and Mother (Lakshmi). The Volumes have been printed and reprinted four times by now and are acclaimed as unique works by scholars and lay readers, who want to know what is at the heart of Vedas, our Spiritual fountain head.

The First Volume was awarded “Karnataka State Sahitya Academy Prize” in 1973

1) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-1) – Introductory, concepts like, one God, Panchagnividya Etc 

2) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-2) – “Nachiketa Vidya”, Essence of Katha Upanishad

3) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-3) – Soma, Surya, Indra, Vedic Cow Etc

4) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-4), Mystic Fire, The Inner Flame of Man and significances

5) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-5), The Rishis, illustrated from the examples of Vasishta and Vishwamitra

6) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-6), The Mystic waters – “Udakatatva”

7) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-7), The Ashwins, The Purifiers, Life Renewers and immortality

8) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-8), The All encompassing Vishnu, Lord of mercy

9) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-9), Mother Lakshmi

10) Vedasamskrithiya Parichaya (Vol-10), Mother Earth and other Aspects of Motherhood

B. Ramayana Sahasri Series (5 Volumes) (1980 – Written in Kannada)

This work aims at bringing out the numerous qualities of Lord Ramachandra, analyzing the many significant and crucial episodes of the Epic, in the light of all available commentaries in Sanskrit, Tamil and Kannada, in a unique way. This has been praised by the world of  scholarship.

11) To 15) Volumes 1-5 of Ramayana Sahasri

16) Geetartha Ratna Nidhi (1981 – written in Kannada)

Expounds the esoteric and Philosophical significance of the great utterances of Gita in the light of ancient commentaries and glosses on them

17) Ramayana Patra Prapancha (1985 – Written in Kannada)

This work expounds the literary beauties of the epic, in terms of analyzing of character numbering some 32. This has been serialized earlier in the weekly magazine “Taranga” and has been brought out in the form of a book and reprinted twice. The work has been praised by Dr Indira Goswamy, Jnanapitha award winner and one chapter from this book is sought to be included in her forthcoming book in English. She has sought the permission of the author in this regard and has obtained it.

18) Mahabharta Patra Prapancha (1989 Written in Kannada)

This is a companion volume of the same nature and has been praised by scholars, students and laymen and has been a household name, in its two prints. It is under reprint again.

19) Shri Ramayanada Maha Prasangagalu (2003 – Written in Kannada)

This work expounds the intricacies of crucial situations of the Epic

20) Thiruvaymoli (1990 – Written in Kannada)

This work is a lengthy commentary in two volumes on the Hymnal compositions of Nammalwar.

21)  Thirumalai (1985 Written in Kannada)

This is another work of Tondaradippadi Alwar rendered in Kannada and commented upon

22)  Stotra Ratna (1987 Written in Kannada)

This is a detailed commentary of 400 pages of great work by Shri Yamunacharya of 8th Century AD

Novels based on Puranic Vedic and Epic Themes

23) Agasthya (1993 Novel Written in Kannada)

24) Acharya Chankya (1994 Novel Written in Kannada)

25) Krishnavatarada Koneya Ghaligegalu (1995 Novel Written in Kannada)

26) Krishnavatara (1995 Novel Written in Kannada)- Two Volumes

27) AA Hadinentu Dinagalu – Kurukshetra war(1996 Novel Written in Kannada)

28) Rajasooyada Rajakiya (1995 Novel Written in Kannada)

29) Ramavatara Sampoornavadaga (1996 Novel Written in Kannada)

30) Mahamamte Kunti Kanderadaga (2000 Novel Written in Kannada)

31) Nala Damayanthi (1998 Novel Written in Kannada)

Other Literary Works

32) Bharatiya Ithihasa Puranagalu – Ondu Sameekshe (1998 Written in Kannada)

33) Tiruppavai – Andal’s Mystical Poem with commentary of Subodhini

34) Tiruppavai Andal’s Mystical Poem with commentary called Ghantanada (1994Written in Kannada)

35) Gopikageetam – With English commentary (1998)

36) Samkshepa Ramayana with commentary in Kannada (1992)

37) Kanaka Kavya Vaibhava – Expounding the literary beauties of Kanakadasa’s “ Hari Bhakthi Sara and Mohana Tarangini (2000)

38) Bhishma Stuti with Kannada Commentary (1986)

39) Vyasa Sukthi Sudha – Commentary on select verses bhagavatham (1987)

40) Basic concepts of Vishisthadwaitha (1989 written in English – A philosophical work)

41) Tat Twam Asi and Neti Neti(1990 – Written in English Philosophical work.)

42) Tat Twam Asi and Neti Neti (1990 – Written in Kannada Philosophical work.)

43) Contributions of Yamunacharya to Vishishtadwaita – (1980 Kannada Sahitya Parishad)

44) The Role of Krishna in Mahabharata War (1990 Written in English- Ranade memorial series, Ranade Mandir Belgaum)

45) Introduction to Taittariya Upanishad (1996 English work, Deshika Bhavan Bombay)

46) Vishnusahasranama with elaborate commentary (2004 Written in Kannada)

47) Influence of Indian Thought on W.B Yeats (Written in Kannada)

48) Commentary on Kuresha’s Shri Sthuthi (1981 Written in Kannada)

49) Shri Bhagavata Bodhamrita (2004  written in Kannada– Ramakrishna Math Bangalore)

50) Bendre Kavyadalli Adhyamada Nele Mattu Arsha Drishti ( 1995 Written in Kannada is a unique work being the  centenary commemoration volume, expounding the mystical significance of difficult poems of Dr D.R Bendre and showing their Vedic, Puranic base and literary beauties in the layers of meanings

51) The Metaphysics of Ramanuja vindicated (1990- Written in English is  a Philosophical publication at Tiruchinapalli)

52) Mahabharata Kala Nirnaya (2004 Written in Kannada)

53) Bharata, Islam Mattu Gandhi – Aravinda Bhavishya Vani (2004 Written in Kannada is a commentary on selected letters of Aurobindo)

54) Gopala Vimshati (1990 A Hymn by Vedanta Deshika in Sanskrit, with commentary in Kannada)

55) Shri Ranga Gadyam (1992 A Prose Poem of Ramanuja with Kannada commentary)

56) Shri Sharanagati Gadyam (1992 A Prose Poem of Ramanuja with Kannada commentary)

57) Alwaru Mattu Haridasaru (1993 Written in Kannada)

58) Introduction to Vedartha Sangraha of Ramanuja (1989 Academy of Sanskrit Research Melkote)

59) Introduction to Prashna Upanishad (1989 Academy of Sanskrit Research Melkote)

60) Introduction to Shriguna Ratna Kosha of Parashara Bhatta (1989 Academy of Sanskrit Research Melkote)

61) Relevence of Kautilya’s Artha Shastra for today (2004 Rashtrothana Parishad)

62) Semetic Challenges (2004 being the first publication of the newly founded “Kautilya Institute for National Studies”

63) Manu, Caste and Eternal relevancies (Under Print)

64) Status of Women in Hinduism (Under Print)

65) Vedic Socialism (Under Print)

66) Hindu Humanism (Under Print)

67) Fundamentalism, its nature, origin and spread (Under Print)

68) Indian Challenges before Hinduism (Under Print)

69) Matsyavara -Dashavatara Series –1 (Novel in Kannada 2004)

70) Koormavatara -Dashavatara Series –2 (Novel in Kannada 2004)

71) Varahavatara -Dashavatara Series –3 (Novel in Kannada 2004)

72) Narasimhavatara -Dashavatara Series –4 (Novel in Kannada 2004)

73) Vamanavatara -Dashavatara Series –5 (Novel in Kannada 2004)

74) Parashuramavathara -Dashavatara Series –6 (Novel in Kannada 2004)

75) Chanakya’s Neeti Sutras and Somadeva’s Neeti Sutras with Kannada commentary (Under Print)

76) Bendre Sahitya Vimarsha Sootragalu (Under Print)

Titles and Honors Received

1. VidwanMani – Conferred by His Holiness Parakala Mutt Swamiji of Mysore (1987)

2. Valmiki Hridayajna - Conferred by His Holiness Parakala Mutt Swamiji of Mysore (1992)

3. Veda Bhooshana (1987) Katuri Rangacharya Memorial Trust Bangalore

4. Gamaka Rathnakara (1998 Gamaka Kala Parishas Govt of Karnataka)

5. Karnataka Kalashri (1997 Sangeetha Nritys Academy Govt of Karnataka)

6. Upanyasa Kesari (2003) Conferred by his holiness Srimad Andavan Swamiji of Srirangam

7. Ramayanacharya, Mahabharatacharya and Pravachana Kalanidhi – By Various Audiences during series of discourses delivered all over India

Special Achievements

1. Has delivered over thousand discourses all over the country in English, Kannada and Tamil during extensive tours on Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagawad Gita, Bhagavata, Vedas and many other Indological topics

2. Has been rendering our National epics in to popular works of novel

3. Has contributed valuable articles to Journals in English and Kannada, numbering over 200 till date

4. Mastery over Sanskrit, Englsih, Tamil and Kannada

5. Has delivered hundreds of talks on All India Radio (Akashavani) on varied topics and discussions

6. He is a Radio Artist on Gamaka Performances for since 1950

Abiding Interests

1. Carnatic Music

2. Indology

3. Philosophy (East and West)

4. Scholarly debates

5. Application of Ancient Hindu values to our Modern Hindu Circumstances

Address:

Prof K.S Narayanacharya

977,Gita Road,

Chamarajapuram,

Mysore 570005

Tel: 3090827

Mob: 98862 02210

e-mail: kns_Acharya@yahoo.com

