R.E.A.C h
(Residents Environmentally Acting for Change)

Brockport, New York Timeline of Past Events
     1949: General Electric (GE) opens in Brockport. 

     1956: Dynacolor Corporation opens in Brockport. 

     1956: May 24th Documented first of eight fish kills due to extreme amounts of Ferro Cyanide discharged to Brockport creek tributaries. 

     1957: 2000-4000 liters per week discharged outside of plant to tile-No thiosulfate. NYSDOH Industrial Survey- Discharge 6" Vitrified Tile pipe

     to swamp. 

     1959: The Ferro Cyanide- containing Hypo waste, which formerly was disposed of on waste land, was currently being subject to treatment. 

     1959: Oct13th Dynacolor Corporation releases Ferro Cyanide to Tributary #3, which causes another fish kill. 

     1961: 3M purchases Dynacolor Corporation. 

     1962: June 30, 3M releases Ferro Cyanide discharge into Tributary #3, which results in a fish kill. Tests taken on Roosevelt Highway showed 5.3 PPM of Ferro Cyanide. 

     1965: Inspection of basement showed several places where an accidental spill could have reached a floor drain and then to the storm sewer. 

     1965: June 10th 3M releases Ferro Cyanide into Brockport Creek and causes another fish kill. 10 to 20 thousand fish reported dead in a four-mile length of Brockport creek. 

     1967: April 11th Documented fish kill in Brockport Creek from 3M Ferro Cyanide discharge. 

     1967: June 9th - 10th #5 fuel oil spill of 2000-4000 gallons to Brockport creek. This also caused another fish kill. 

     1967: Die testing done showed basement sump in floor flows to Tributary #3 of Brockport creek. 

     1967: 3M issued warning by the commissioner of Health State of New York Hollis S. Ingraham. MD. 

     1970: Basement sump reportedly blocked off with concrete. 

     1971: Public Health Engineer Stanley Yates writes that the colored waste was observed flowing over the parking lot to a storm sewer catch

     basin, which drains to Tributary #3 of Brockport creek. 

     1971: Overflow to sanitary sewer system causes fish kill. 

     1972: 3M fined $2500.00 for Public Health violation and Environmental Conservation law. 3M waived its right to a hearing and agreed to the order.

     1972: 3M installs treatment plant to try and resolve the issue of fish kills and excess Ferro Cyanide discharges. 

     1975: 430 cubic yards of soil was removed due to the extreme levels of silver found. There was also an observation of soil, which showed a blue dye (Prussian blue) Used in film processing. 

     1978: 3M plant closes in Brockport, NY. 

     1979: 3M building is demolished. 

     1979: GE reported 1.9 pounds of nickel discharged to Erie canal. 

     1982: GE has spill into Erie canal of approximently 181 pounds of chromic acid. 

     1982: GE exceeded SPEDES permit for 1,1,1-Trichloroethane. 

     1984: Black & Decker aquires old GE plant (200 State Street). 

     1986: Black & Decker closes plant in Brockport (200 State Street)

     1986: GE and Black & Decker under a approved RCRA closure plan remove six inactive lagoons and a sludge drying bed, which stored chemicals in the

     past. 

     1987: Brockport Cold Storage Vice President Tells the DEC consultant that the chemicals were discharged through a French drain tile system without

     treatment from the 1950’s to 1972. Slides taken during excavation showed contaminated soil where the grade beams intersected the Old French drain. 

     1993: DEC completes fieldwork on the Preliminary Site Assessment including sampling of the on-site sewer manholes. 

     1995: DEC issues the Preliminary Site Assessment Report that includes on-site manhole sampling results showing elevated concentrations of PCB’s,

     SVOC’s,VOC’s,Silver,Cyanide and Zinc. 

     1997: 3M’s Consultant, Roy F.Weston, issues site investigation report that includes on-site sewer manhole sampling results showing elevated levels of PCB’s,

     SVOC’s, VOC’s, Silver, Cyanide, and Zinc. 

     1999: Site related contaminates (Silver, Zinc, Cyanide, and SVOC’s) found on adjacent residential properties. (Neighbors yards) 

     1999: DEC does testing to determine if tributary #3 has been contaminated. 

     1999: Test results from #3 tributary show PCBS, PAHS, SVOCS,Cyanide, and TCE. 

     2000: DEC and 3M do testing to determine existent of tributary #3 contamination. 

     2000: 3M Releases results from tributary #3. Testing found PAHS, PCB’s, SVOCS, and TCE in levels above New York State Regulations for residential

     areas. 

     2000: DEC asks 3M to perform IRM to address stream contamination. 

     2000: 3M refuses to perform IRM to address stream contamination, indicating that they do not believe that they are responsible for the stream contamination

     and more testing needs to be done. 

     2000: DEC does more tests to evaluate the existent of tributary #3 contamination. 

     2000:5-31-00: Ken Pike (Village of Brockport Environmental Geologist) sends a letter to DEC showing the map of storm sewers and the 3M site. There may also be a old sub drain system still hooked into storm sewers which flows to Tributary #3.(This would allow contaminates to drain from the site into the tributary.) 

     2000:7-13-00: Testing was done on Tributary #3 in Brockport, NY by the DEC (Department of Environmental Conservation).

     2000:7-18-00: 3M and the DEC (Department of Environmental Conservation) sampled the manholes adjacent to the 3M property to determine if there is a

     presence on chemical contamination. 

     2000:7-14-00: Due to the concern of past and future health affects of our community, a petition went out to the ATSDR requesting a health assessment. 

     2000:7-20-00: Testing of the manholes on and around the former 3M plant was completed by the DEC and Barr engineering.Test results

     available in about 4 to 6 weeks. 

     2000:8-22-00: Manhole "H" has been found! Members of the Environmental group REACh located this manhole under 6" of blacktop with a metal detector. This is the manhole which could not be found by 3M or Barr Engineering. This manhole is significant in that it connects 3M's old treatment plant with Brockport creek. 

     2000:9-14-00: Manhole "H" Test results show concentrations of cyanide , PCBs , PAHs and SVOC's. These were some of the chemicals used by the 3M corporation. 

     2000:9-27-00: A meeting was held by the Monroe County Health Department.The purpose of this meeting was to discuss health effects in our community, Health needs assesment by NACCHO,and issues on what is currently being done in the contaminated areas. 

     2000:9-27-00: Some manhole testing has been completed on the south side of the Erie canel. According to the DEC (PCB's) have been found in a catch basin in front of the old GE plant (200 State Street). This manhole is also connected to the storm system which flows into tributary #3 of Brockport creek.Investigation is pending. 

     2000:10-23-00: 3M is planning on removing 1000 cubic yards of blue contaminated soil from the area next to the now Cold storage building.They will replace the soil with clean soil. 

     2000:10-28-00: DEC test results of tributary #3 to Brockport creek show high concentrations of Cyanide,PCBs, and SVOCs in the area around the Seymour library and residential properties. 

     2000:11-3-00: 3M removes 54 truck loads (eighteen wheelers) of contaminated soil from the site. Soil removed was a brilliant blue in color.Testing is planned on the contaminated soil for specific chemicals. 

     2000:12-4-00: Test results released from the DEC sampling done on 7-13-00 along Tributary #3 show elevated levels of PCB's,Cyanide, and SVOC's in the yards adjacent to the stream and in the storm sewer piping. Levels of Cyanide range from ND to 566 parts per million.Levels of PCBs Range form ND to 199 parts per million. New York State clean-up level for PCBs is 1 part per million. 

     2000:12-20-00: Pipe entering manhole "H" from 3M's waste water treatment plant area is reportedly blocked off by the village of Brockport DPW. 

     2000:12-20-00: Test results taken the week of 12-18-00 on the JMT, (old GE /Black and Decker property 200 State street), show levels of PCBs in some of the west side building catch basins. 

     2000: 10-20-00 Storm sewer test results done by 3Ms Barr Engineering showed elevated levels of PCBs, Cyanide, and Silver in manholes south of the Erie canel. 

     2000: 11-4-00 Contractors working for 3M and Barr engineering removed 54 truck loads (eighteen wheelers) of contaminated soil from the old 3M site. These soils removed were blue in color. 

     2000: 12-4-00 Test results released from the DEC sampling on Tributary #3 show elevated levels of PCB's,Cyanide, and SVOC's in the yards adjacent to the stream and in the storm sewer piping. 

     2001: Test results from samples taken on 2-26-01 & 2-27-01, show levels of PCBs up to 780 PPM. Clean-up levels for PCBs are 1 PPM. This is  the area around the former GE and Black&Decker property (200 State Street). This storm sewer system where the PCBs were found is connected to Tributary #3 of Brockport creek. 

     2001: 2-11-01: Attorney Ed Masry known in the movie Erin Brockovich comes to Brockport to look into the contamination problem. The meeting was held at the collage student ballroom. About 200 people attended. 

     2001: 2-15-01: Congressman John LaFalce comes to Brockport to meet with residents to hear concerns over contaminated areas. 

     2001: 2-26-01 & 2-27-01: Contractors from Syracuse will be working to locate the source of the PCBs which were found in the storm sewer catch basins in front of 200 State Street in Brockport. 

     2001:3-15-01 : Test results from samples taken on 2-26-01 & 2-27-01, show levels of PCBs up to 780 PPM. Clean-up levels for PCBs are 1PPM. This is the area around the former GE and Black&Decker property (200 State Street). This storm sewer system where the PCBs were found is connected to Tributary #3 of Brockport creek. 

     2001:3-30-01 : Attorneys Faraci & Lange, Masry & Vititoe filed suit in New York State Supreme Court against 3M, GE, and Black & Decker. The action names 368 complaints, and is asking for $500,000,000. 

     2001:4-5-01 : General Electric Contractors flush contaminates from two manholes inside the former General Electric / Black & Decker building(200 State Street) 

     2001:7-19-01 : Erin Brockovich visits Brockport to look into the contamination case,Talk to impacted residents, and do a press conferance. 

     2001:10-22-01 : Contractors for General Electric and 3M begin testing Tributary #3 of Brockport north of East Ave. 

     2001:10-26-01: 3M begins the process of removing the five homes on the East side of Oxford Street. 3M also agrees to remove their old wastewater water treatment plant after the demolition of the five homes. 

     2001:11/2001: 3M contractors complete the demolition of five homes which were pruchased.The remaining structure to be demolished is a boy scout cabin on State Street. 

     2001:11/2001: GE and 3M contractors complete testing of tributary #3 and residential yards. This should result in a cleanup of the tributary in 2002. 

     2001:11/2001: GE submits a work plan to the DEC to look into if PCB's have effected the fish in Brockport creek. 

     2001:12/2001: GE submits a work plan to the DEC to address PCB contamination in the storm sewer system on the south side of the Erie canal. GE will also have to address PCB contamination in the courtyard area of 200 State Street, where PCB levels were recorded up to 4,600 PPM, (4,600 times over the State clean-up level.) 

     2001:12-4-01: 3M completes removal of their former chemical waste water treatment plant. Along with this,3M removed over 100 (eighteen wheeler) truck loads of soil, and 10,000 gallons of water. 

     1-30-02 : Test results done by 3M and GE contractors are expected back on sampling which was done on Tributary #3. 

     2-10-02 : Test results taken by GE and 3M along Tributary #3 and bordering residential properties show PCB's, Cyanide, SVOC's and Heavy Metals which exceed the New York State cleanup guidelines by hundreds of times. 

     2-10-02 : The NYSDEC is now waiting for a cleanup plan from General Electric for the on site sewer system and the areas around 200 State Street.This is to remediate PCB's from the storm sewer system. Cleanup of the Tributary and bordering properties is exspected to start this year according to the NYSDEC. 

     5-7-02 : 3M contractors remove the boy scout cabin which was located near contaminated soils on their former property. 

     5-8-02-5-20-02 : 3M removes impacted soils from their former property.

     7-7-02 : General Electric contractors start to remove soils impacted by PCB's on their former 200 State Street facility. Approx. 1200 tons of soils are going to be removed. 

     2-10-02 : Contractors for 3M and General Electric are preparing to start a residential area on Lyman Street and East Ave. Proposed Start date is some time in August of 2002. An estimated 1800 tons of soils will have to be removed from Tributary #3. 

     8-30-02 : General Electric and Black & Decker contractors (Royal Environmental) complete soil removals from the 200 State Street plant. An estimated 2000 tons of soil was removed and replaced with new soil. 

     9-23-02 : Final phase of removing contaminated sediment from the storm sewer system under the Erie Canal completes. 

     9-24-02 : General Electric and Black & Decker contractors (BB&L & Marcor)start the cleanup of Brockports Tributary #3. An estimated 2200 tons of soil from nine residential yards will have to be removed and replaced with new soils. 

     9-24-02 : Trees along segment #2 of Brockport's Tributary #3 (East Ave) are cut down to allow access roads to be put in. 

     10-2-02 : General Electric and Black & Decker contractors (BB&L & Marcor) complete soil removals on segment #1 of Brockport's Tributary #3. (Residential Backyards on Lyman Street) 

     10-3-02 : 3M contractors (Arcadis & SLC) begin work on Brockport's Tributary #3 Segment #1 (Lyman Street) removing more soils 

     10-3-02 : General Electric and Black & Decker Contractors (BB&L & Marcor) start Segment #2 of Brockport's Tributary #3.(Residential Backyards on East Ave) 

     10-4-02- 10-17-02 : New soils being brought in by 3M contractors & the reconstruction of Tributary #3. 

     10-29-02 : Segment #1 (Lyman Street) Complete restoration. New Trees installed, Hyroseed installed and new bushes. 

     11-4-02 : Last week of storm sewer cleaning. Finalization of Segment #2. 

     4-30-03 : Work plan for the removal of soil in segment #3 by the seymour library was approved by the NYSDEC.
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