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Diffusion and Osmosis

1. When adding salt water to the red onion cells during the required lab activity,  “Diffusion and Osmosis,” what did you observe happening to the cell wall of the onion cell?  


Based on your observations, describe the characteristics of the cell wall.


Describe what would have happened if an animal cell were used in this activity rather than a plant cell.


2. Why can saltwater fish survive in a freshwater environment?


3. What would happen to your aquarium goldfish if you released 

them into the ocean?


4. Compare and contrast dialysis tubing (baggie) to an actual 

cell membrane.


5. Why would an organism die of dehydration before dying of starvation?


6. During the required Osmosis and Diffusion Lab you placed glucose inside the dialysis tube (baggie) and water outside, in the cup.  What will eventually happen to the glucose in the dialysis tube (baggie)?


7. Draw an onion cell which has been placed in salt water solution.


8. Describe the technique used to cause a fluid to move through a 

wet mount slide which does not disturb the wet mount.


9. What is the purpose of an indicator?
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