Sobering Center Fact Sheet

Overview:

The CLARE Foundation, in collaboration with the City of Santa Monica, its Fire and Police departments, Santa Monica Hospital and St. John’s Hospital, proposes the establishment of a Sobering Center for Public Drunks, or Chronic Public Inebriates (CPIs), at 911 Pico Boulevard.

The Sobering Center would serve a number of pressing community concerns: a) It would provide a safe, cost-efficient place to hold and supervise CPI’s so they will not pose a danger to themselves or the community. b) It will expedite arrest and detention procedures, so local police and paramedics can spend less time processing CPI’s and more time out on the streets. c) It will free local emergency rooms from the steady stream of public drunks needing to detoxify, so ER beds and medical services can be better directed toward true health emergencies.

A Sobering Center sponsored by the CLARE Foundation – a Santa Monica-based agency with 32 years experience treating substance abuse – will put CPI’s into immediate contact with appropriate addiction recovery services. 

Public Drunks are a danger to the community and a drain on civic resources

· In Santa Monica, each public drunkenness arrest takes two Police Officers off the streets for an average of 2-5 hours.

· In 2002, the Santa Monica Police Department received 3,106 calls related to alcohol or substance intoxication, and booked 1,220 persons on 647F (Drunk in Public) charges, an average of 4.5 a day. 

· In addition, the Santa Monica Police were also involved in 1,471 alcohol-related “assist” calls last year. 79 of those calls also involved Fire Department or medical personnel.

· Last year, the Santa Monica Police Department booked 311 persons on DUI charges.

· Last year, local paramedics made 963 alcohol-related calls, spending approximately 1,872 hours on alcohol-related cases.

· Last year, the Santa Monica Fire Department made an estimated 241 transports on alcohol-related calls.

· A recent study estimates that public drunkenness arrests cost the Santa Monica Police Department approximately $1,300 per person per incident.

· Any Chronic Public Inebriates (CPIs) who claim illness must given medical clearance at a local hospital, where they will tie up medical services and occupy an ER bed for an average of 5-6 hours before sobering up. Santa Monica Hospital loses an estimated $161,000 a year on such cases.

· Apprehended CPI’s are current taken to jail or to an emergency room, where they routinely ‘sleep it off’ and are released when sober.

· The Santa Monica Fire Department spent $406,000 processing CPIs last year.

· The Santa Monica Police Department spent $282,000 on alcohol-related calls last year; $1,586,000 on 647Fs (Public Intoxication arrests); and $404,300 on DUI’s, for a total expenditure of $2,272,300 on alcohol or drug-related calls.

· In 2002, Santa Monica Hospital treated 482 alcohol related contacts, for a total cost of $175,753 – and a revenue loss of $161,107.

· St. John’s Hospital estimates at least 241 alcohol related contacts last year, spending $87,786 on treatment and losing $80,845.

· Total monetary losses – to Santa Monica Police, Fire, Paramedics and hospitals – from the apprehension, detention and supervision of chronic public inebriates last year: $2,921,102.

Sobering Centers have proven an efficient, effective alternative to incarceration or hospitalization of CPI’s

· Sobering Centers – supervised drop-off facilities where police can bring CPI’s to “sleep it off” – have proven to be effective alternatives to incarceration or hospitalization in Seattle, Portland, San Francisco, and Albuquerque

· In California, Sobering Centers in Santa Barbara and Escondido have streamlined work for local police officers – while establishing new inroads to chronically-addicted men and women in these communities

· Sobering Centers are traditionally low-tech facilities that require clear commitment and operational procedures but minimal staffing. The two Southern California sobering centers each handle about 1,200 CPI’s a year, with annual budgets between $150,000 - $217,000.

· Sobering Centers provide CPI’s with counseling, contact numbers and invitations to further treatment once they awake. It’s a formula that works: in Santa Barbara and Escondido, 20 – 25% of these chronically addicted men and women pursue further recovery treatment.

In the CLARE Foundation, Santa Monica has a licensed, capable treatment provider already in place

· The CLARE Foundation, a licensed substance abuse treatment center, has provided recovery treatment in Santa Monica for the past 32 years.

· As a longtime local treatment provider, CLARE is an experienced partner with both SMPD and SMFD, and ran a similar sobering center program in the late 1980’s.

· CLARE’s Intake and Assessment facility, at 911 Pico Boulevard, can easily be equipped to provide supervision and counseling for 6 – 10 CPI’s nightly.

· Sobering Center clients seeking further treatment can be smoothly transitioned into the Detox/Primary program, the 30-day residential recovery program that CLARE operates next door.

· CLARE projects that a sobering center, with 1.5 full-time employees and a 6 –10 person capacity, can be set up at 911 Pico Boulevard for approximately $189,000.

