June 7, 2002


Honorable Judge Rodney Melville, Presiding Judge


Santa Barbara County Superior Court


312-C East Cook Street


Santa Maria, California 93456-5369


Grand Jury Foreperson


1100 Anacapa Street


Santa Barbara, California 93101


Board of Supervisor™s Response to the 2001-02 Grand Jury Report on:


inCriminal Justice Detention Facilitiesls


Dear Judge Melville and Grand Jury Members:


During its regular meeting of June 4, 2002, the Board of Supervisors adopted the following


responses as their responses to the findings and recommendations in the 2001-02 Grand Jury™s


report on inCriminal Justice Detention Facilitiesls to which the Board is required to respond.


These responses are aligned with those provided by the Sheriff, the District Attorney, and the


Probation, Public Works, and Alcohol Drug and Mental Health Services Departments.











Finding 8: Because of excessive alcohol consumption by students, the Sheriff™s Department is


transporting many of the students to the Main Jail for sobering up.


Response to Finding 8: The Board adopted the Sheriff™s Department responses as its response.


We partially disagree with this finding. We agree that the Isla Vista Foot Patrol transports to the


Main Jail many individuals, including students, who are publicly intoxicated to the point where


they can no longer care for their safety and the safety of others, and that there is no sobering


center located in Isla Vista. We disagree with the finding that the individuals are transported to


the jail for iosobering up". This is not the sole purpose for these transports and bookings.


Individuals who are taken to the main jail for public intoxication have committed a crime


(misdemeanor) for which they are booked into jail and for which the District Attorney usually


charges them. Although the jail provides a safe and supervised location for intoxicated


individuals to become sober, it also provides a valuable deterrent against future criminal conduct.


Recommendation 8: The County should provide a sobering center in Isla Vista.


Response to Recommendation 8: The Board adopted the Sheriff™s Department responses as its


response.





The recommendation will not be implemented because it is not reasonable at this time. This


same recommendation was made by the 2000-2001 Grand Jury, and as a result, the Sheriff™s


Department studied the feasibility of a sobering center in Isla Vista. The following is a summary


of this study.


Sobering centers are allowable in California under 647(g) of the California Penal Code. This


section allows Peace Officers to place an individual who has violated 647(f) P.C. (Public


Intoxication) in incivil protective custodylv at a facility designated for the 72-hour treatment and


evaluation of inebriates. No person who has been placed in civil protective custody shall


thereafter be subject to any criminal prosecution or juvenile court proceeding for the public


intoxication. The law does not allow the use of civil protective custody for anyone who is under


the influence of any drug, anyone who has committed any felony or misdemeanor in addition to


647(f) P.C., or any person who a peace officer in good faith believes will attempt escape or will


be unreasonably difficult for medical personnel to control. If an individual is detained and


brought to a Sobering Center for Public Intoxication only, they cannot be charged with the crime.


The sobering centers are not secured facilities, and individuals who walk away from a sobering


center must be re-apprehended and arrested. Sobering center employees normally do not have


medical training beyond basic first aid and CPR, they are not armed, and they are not prepared,


nor expected to physically restrain someone who becomes combative or out of control.


At the existing eight bed Sobering Center in the City of Santa Barbara, approximately one third


of the clients are DUI offenders and two thirds are admitted to the Center for Public Intoxication.


Approximately forty percent of the clients are between the ages of 18 and 25 (college-age).


College-age individuals cause the greatest problems at the Center, including being verbally


abusive and/or combative. In some instances friends of a client have arrived to ioliberatele their


drunken comrade from the Center. In these cases, the Center staff calls the Police but do not take


any steps to stop the behavior.


The Santa Barbara Sobering Center costs $150,000 per year to operate, although the Center pays


an extraordinarily low rent of $600.00 per month, which would be almost impossible to find


today.


The Isla Vista community is quite different, both geographically and demographically, from


Santa Barbara City. The nightclubs in Santa Barbara are located in the business district of the


City, mostly along State Street in a fairly compact area. Sobering Center clients who walk away


from the Center are usually easily located walking from the Center back toward State Street. Isla


Vista is mainly a residential community, consisting of extremely dense housing, and almost all of


the alcohol-related problems and arrests occur at private parties. An individual who walks away


from a Sobering Center in Isla Vista would be much harder to re-locate since they can quickly


disappear into the dense crowds, open parties, apartment complexes and alleys.


The demographics of those arrested in Isla Vista for Public Intoxication and DUI also differ from


Santa Barbara City. In Isla Vista, almost all of the individuals arrested are between 18 and 25


years old, and in Year 2000, 90% of the alcohol-related arrests were for Public Intoxication.


Generally, individuals arrested for Public Intoxication are more severely intoxicated than those


arrested for DUI.


In order to be useful, a sobering center in Isla Vista would need to hold significantly more beds


at peak weekend nights, and at least two employees would be needed for safety reasons alone.
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