Technology Skills Development
Problem and/or Skill/Solution:

Pictures that are taken by most digital cameras are too large to be easily used as part of webpages, blog posts, newsletters or other purposes. Additionally, many times pictures have distracting or extraneous elements that make the picture unusable or less than ideal for certain applications. Sometimes a picture contains images of individuals that should not be recognizable for some applications or there is a need to stylize a picture to achieve a desired impact.
In order to solve this problem I will need to learn how to resize a picture, making it small enough to fit into a webpage or for another purpose. I will also need to learn how to crop a picture, in effect, cutting out a section of a picture that I want to keep, eliminating the rest. I will also need to learn how to apply an effect that stylizes pictures so that individuals in the picture are not recognizable, or so that the image looks more like art than a photograph.
Product that demonstrates solution or mastery:

This technology skills development will require the presentation of three copies of the same photograph. One copy will be resized to about one half the size of the original. Another copy will demonstrate a crop. The third picture will show a Photoshop effect that significantly alters the look of the picture.
Predicted Method of Learning:

I will learn these skills by watching the video tutorials provided by the instructor. After that I will review the menus in Photoshop and explore the help options in the program. Finally I will search for other tutorials on the Internet.
Reflection:
I enjoyed working with Photoshop and applying the different filters to my photo.  As I used it, I began discovering I could apply the filters to only parts of the photo, which allowed for a completely different look!  The only problem I can see is the acquiring of the program since it is expensive if you are only using it for a class.  If I were to use it more within my teaching or personal use, it may be worth the price.  I could apply this new skill within presentations or lessons I would teach to my students.  Depending on the pictures I used, I could distort them to create new looks or “hide” aspects I don’t want them to actually identify.
