Technology Skills Development
Problem and/or Skill/Solution:

My school has acquired the program Kidspiration as part of our ELD curriculum. I thought this would be a good program to learn some basics so I can begin using it in my classroom.  It is a program that is kid friendly that would be good to use in a variety of subjects since it provides visuals, sounds, and writing.  It also speaks what is written to provide students with help in learning new English vocabulary.

Product that demonstrates solution or mastery:

I will create two examples from using Kidspiration.  One would be used to introduce descriptive writing and the other would be used to begin an actual descriptive writing.  Each begins with a web, which will be later turned into an outline and eventually a writing.

Predicted Method of Learning:

I will download the trial version of Kidspiration.  I will begin by exploring the menu options and discovering what it can do.  I will try to find some examples that have used this program and perhaps find a tutorial on the web for it.
Reflection:
Kidspiration was easy to use.  I learned how to make a web and turn it into a type of outline, which I then added sentences to it.  The next step would be to turn it into a writing that could be printed and displayed.  I did find a tutorial for it, which told me how to use it and gave me some ideas of what to do with it.

I was able to create two examples that I will use to introduce descriptive writing to my class.  My ELD students will enjoy this since they can see and hear what I am doing with it.  I think it would be interesting to see them use it to create their own writing!

