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My project is to make a DVD of students self-talking test taking strategies for reading comprehension in third grade.  For this prototype, I decided to make a video of only the first strategy.  This would give my learner audience an idea of what the whole thing might look like, but still be doable in the time frame given for this particular assignment.  It will also allow me to make changes before moving on to more strategies and filming.  I also did not attempt to put the video into DVD format since I wanted to concentrate on learning and using the editing software program, Sony Vegas Movie Studio + DVD.  I wanted to learn the program I would be working with most before turning the videos into a single DVD, which would be the last step in the development process.

Once I had completed creating my prototype, I had to decide which learners to use to look at and critique it.  I decided to use four learners from my current third grade class.  I chose two low students, one average student, and one high student.  I chose the two low students because they are the ones who could benefit the most from video of this type.  I chose the average and high students because I felt they would give me honest and probably the most helpful feedback.  I ended up changing one of the low students I had initially chosen because she was not there the day I showed it.  While they were viewing it, I observed them.  They were actively watching it and giggling since I was in the video, but I could tell they were listening to it, especially once I started asking questions about it.  After the four students viewed the video, I asked them as a group six questions I had created to help guide them in giving me feedback and I took notes on their responses.  The questions were asked in this order:
1. What did you like about the video?  Why?

2. What didn’t you like about the video?  Why?

3. Would this be helpful to you if in showed all of the strategies?  Why or why not?

4. Would this be helpful to other students, new third grade students, if it showed all of the strategies?  Why or why not?

5. My plan is to use students talking in the videos and not me.  Would this be better or more helpful and interesting?

6. Is there anything I should change?

Of my four learners, two of them, the average and high students, gave me most of the feedback with the other two adding in some information as we went along.  I tried to pull them in, but was not always successful.  All of them liked the video and could not find anything they really didn’t like about it.  One student mentioned that they liked how it really showed me using the strategies and thinking about them.  Another mentioned that he did not like when I was looking at the camera because he felt I was looking at him!  Two of the others quickly agreed with him!  All four students felt a full DVD would help them and other students especially new third grade students.  One said it would be helpful and easier seeing it being done this way and another thought that maybe he would have an easier time trying to use the strategies on his own during a test, while another commented that she would know better what to do on the test.  Another comment was that most second graders don’t learn or know the strategies like they should have learned and get answers wrong because they don’t use them.  A last comment was that by showing it many times, they would remember it and to show it before every test to remind them.  This would be helpful and the students would use the strategies.
My last two questions to the learners concerned changes to the video.  I was kind of surprised at some of the comments, especially one since it went against the research of one of the articles I had found (Heldenbrand & Hixon, 1991).  The research said that students self-talking what they are learning and doing and then viewing it would help them to become better at it.  However, one of my students felt that if it were a student in the video that other students, including herself, would not “trust” the student in the video.  She felt that learners would not pay attention and would not use the strategies being demonstrated because the student in the video might not know what they are doing, or they might not be saying it in a clear, understandable way.  She also said that “grown-ups give more information than students.”  Two of the students agreed with her comments, with one adding that he might listen if it was a student, but that he would listen more if it were me.  Another student said that the student in the video might try to be funny instead of taking it seriously.  Three other changes they suggested were to wear brighter colors and not dark ones so that I don’t blend into the background, have a section introducing myself so that learners don’t wonder who I am, and to add music to the beginning.  One student also suggested having a student or a small group of students in the video as if I were teaching them and having them say things like, “I get it now,” “I see,” “What do you do next?” or “Why did you do that?”  The students in the video could act excited about learning the strategy and willing to try it on their own.  I like this idea as it gives more of a teaching element to it and could make my learners more comfortable talking about it with me after they have viewed that strategy and perhaps excited to use it themselves too.
I had already identified several small changes that I would like to do before I had shown it to my students.  One is to change the word “clip” to “strategy” because this would make it more specific and clear to the user.  I also would like to change the camera angle so that it is over my shoulder looking down at the paper I am using.  This is what the learners need to see and not my expressions.  My test group agreed with this projected change since I wouldn’t be looking into the camera and at them.  A third change is to add music to the beginning and maybe the end, which is exactly what one student suggested.
From all of this feedback, I am definitely going to make some revisions before moving on to more strategies.  I will probably be the one talking in the videos since my testers feel that this would be better, but I think I will add a couple of students to create a small group setting.  I think that I will use most of their feedback in making changes to the video since I think it will make it better and I agree with their comments and explanations. 
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