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Proposed Title of Project:
Developing Videos to Teach Test Taking Strategies for Third Grade Reading Comprehension

Please give a brief description of proposed project:


My project is about creating a DVD containing a series of reading comprehension test strategies for third grade students.  These will help them improve their test scores by providing a uniform way for the strategies to be taught in a way that they can easily understand.  Since the DVD will be using students at their grade level, they will be more interested in what is being shown and will be more likely to use the strategies being demonstrated.  
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Why is the project important and necessary?
This project is important and necessary since there continues to be a significant emphasis on tests regardless if they are district or state tests.  There are also so many different ways to teach test taking strategies that there is no consistency in how they are taught.  This would provide that consistency in teaching reading comprehension strategies in a way that students will be able to understand better than if a teacher simply models the strategies.  

Who is the target audience for this project?
Third grade students and their teachers are ultimately the intended audiences.  It will provide students with a clear way to learn strategies to use on reading comprehension tests.  It will also provide third grade teachers with a uniform and concrete way to teach their students these strategies that won’t differ between teachers.  For this project, I will be the teacher using it along with my third grade students.  There would be approximately twenty students in my class.

When will this project take place?
The project will take place during the 2007/2008 school year that begins in July.  I will be using test data from Open Court Units 2, 3, and 4.  The ending date would be April/May 2008.
What product is the project going to produce?
I will be producing a DVD that demonstrates a student self-talking the strategies being used.  It will contain a series of clips that slowly combines all of the strategies together.  

How do you plan to produce the project?
In producing this project, I will be using the ADDIE process.  I will first analyze various data from my third grade students and surveys from teachers.  Once I have accomplished that, I will design the DVD based on the feedback of teachers and the research I have done on test taking strategies.  It will be a series of clips slowly combining all of the strategies and using grade level standards, the Open Court curriculum, and the test released questions from the California Standards Test.  In the development stage, I will be creating the DVD using video techniques I have found during my research and a video editing program.  I will then implement the program in my classroom of third graders during the language arts block every day over several weeks and taught to the whole group.  Once I have finished implementing the program, I will evaluate the success of the project.  I will compare data between two unit assessments and analyze data related to a survey given to the students to discover the effectiveness of the project from their point of view.  I will include the results from the assessments and surveys.
