



Industry with Heart: Arbonne 
by Rebecca Larson 

Women’s shoes flatter the feet, provide comfort and height, and protect from heat and cold. Fit is everything. Now, they also offer protection against abusive partners. “Shoe cards” illustrate just one of the many creations the staff of the Sojourner Center, a haven for abused women and children, provides to keep women safe. These cards give abused women resources and information—information so secret that it must be carried in their shoe to prevent discovery. Shoe cards allow abused women ready access to necessary resources without fearing discovery, and possibly reprisal, from their partners. And Arbonne International is proud to help.

A woman who walks her talk, Arbonne President Rita Davenport inspires and motivates others to transform their lives through their actions. Years ago, Davenport felt a tug at her heart when she saw one particular article in her local newspaper. “I had read a story in our local newspaper about a mother who was turned away from Sojourner Center because they didn’t have enough space,” she says. “And when she returned home, her abusive husband stabbed her to death in front of their children. And he stuffed her in a closet to bleed out. It was gut-wrenching because if they had space for her at the shelter it would’ve saved her life. And I truly had an overwhelming calling to see if I could contribute.” 

Rita felt that call so strongly that she began raising funds on her own, while still an Arbonne Independent consultant. She visited the Center, which at the time was headquartered in a doublewide trailer. Clearly, they needed help, and Rita answered that need. She set a specific amount, $150,000, and threw herself into raising the funds. “I thought I could just call some friends and they could pull together,” Davenport says. “And I realized that it wasn’t that easy. So I put together some luncheons, had some motivational speakers come in, put on some training programs and we raised $150,000.”

From there, Arbonne’s support of the Sojourner Center snowballed. Davenport not only succeeded in raising funds but she also spread the word on the Center, including what they did and why they desperately needed help. And while Arbonne never pressures its salesforce to give, the company encourages giving, regardless of whether the charity of choice is local, national or international. However, the Sojourner Center’s plight called to many, and the response from the field has been overwhelming.

The Sojourner Center

Named for activist Sojourner Truth, the Sojourner Center was founded in 1977 as an emergency stop-gap program for women recently released from prison. Sojourner Truth was an activist and abolitionist during the American Civil War. Born Isabella Baumfree, she changed her name at 46, believing herself to be on a journey, or sojourn, to speak only the truth to everyone. Founders of the Sojourner Center took her example to heart and developed a facility devoted to women. Within four years, the founders realized that the largest issue facing the women in their care was domestic violence. A new mission emerged—to serve the victims of domestic violence exclusively. 

The Sojourner Center’s programs operate on an “empowerment model,” which seeks to re-establish the balance of power within relationships. Encouraging women to take control over their own lives through their choices makes the Center a perfect fit with the direct selling industry, where success or failure hinges on personal choices. The educational opportunities available through the Center allow women and children the ability to learn how to live without violence. The Sojourner Center also provides residential programs, advocacy, lay legal advocacy, and family enrichment to any who need it. 

Arbonne’s contributions changed the face of the Center, which now looks more like a college campus than a dingy trailer. The Center now boasts two separate campuses, the Sojourner Center and the Hope Campus. Before opening the Hope Campus, the Center sponsored an educational program called “A Night to Remember … ,” at the newly renovated Hope Campus. Participants experience a night in the life of a woman seeking safety. The Center offers this to individuals in hopes of creating a deeper understanding of what each family experiences when leaving an abusive home to come to a shelter program. Arbonne’s efforts were instrumental in funding the Hope Campus, which offers more than 20 transitional apartments, an education center and a donation center. Together, the two facilities house over 375 families—mothers and their children—with Arbonne as the number one contributor. 

Women Helping Women 

Arbonne International was born in 1975, when Petter Mørck, together with a group of biochemists, biologists and herbalists, fulfilled his vision. Arbonne’s skin care products came to the United States in 1980 and are now throughout the world via Arbonne’s network of independent consultants. Comprised mostly of women, Arbonne stays connected to women’s issues through both business and charitable efforts. For example, Rita put together a “Lead to Succeed” training event and celebration for Arbonne Chairman and CEO Bob Henry’s birthday last year. “People paid $3,500 to attend and the corporation contributed time, materials and effort,” says Henry. “And because of the efforts that Rita and our consultants made, we raised $1.2 million and in total, our donations to Sojourner are over $2 million.”

Indeed, Arbonne International consultants have stepped up, adopting Rita’s cause as their own. Arbonne consultants participate by donating gifts, time and skills, offering makeover tips and personal development courses on grooming and acing job interviews. “Several of our leaders have donated over $150,000 personally to this cause,” Rita says. “My sister has donated more than $300,000, and various other people have also had fundraisers in their areas.” When the call came from the Center for coats, blankets and holiday gifts, Arbonne consultants and executives responded, sending in enough to keep every single person warm. In recognition and celebration of her astounding efforts, the Sojourner Center designated October 1 as Rita Davenport Day. 

Davenport says that Arbonne’s support of the Sojourner Center has helped raise awareness among the company’s consultants about domestic violence—an issue that affects one in four women and that has touched many consultants’ lives personally. “Domestic violence is an epidemic in our society today,” says Davenport. “And it is a cause of many of the problems in our society. By setting an example to donate to Sojourner Center, many of our leaders have started supporting their local shelters.”

One of the tragedies of domestic violence is the stigma attached to its victims. “Nobody really wants to say that their mother was beaten or that they had been beaten or a sister had been beaten,” Davenport says. “It’s a charity that needs to be spoken about.” Arbonne International’s efforts at the Sojourner Center and beyond personify its commitment to women’s issues and their generous spirit. Furthering its mission of empowering people to make life-saving and -changing choices, Arbonne’s efforts offer hope to otherwise desperate families through the Sojourner Center. 

