SEMEP MEETING 2002

Athens, Greece

PRESENTATION
Dear colleagues,

I’m very glad to be here in Athens on behalf of Bulgaria. I first of all would like to thank the organizers of this meeting for their collaboration and support and to express my deep conviction that it will be a fruitful and successful meeting and then let me represent SEMEP in my country.

In many ways it was a difficult year for us, but I think much has been done and I hope will be done in the future. Actually, 20 schools were invited to take part into SEMEP, but not every one has sent materials, concernint it.

The main topic for 2002 is “The Sea and Us”. The other sub-topics chosen by our teachers and students are:

· My sea

· My country

· My grandmother’s recipes

· Nutritianal pyramide of animals

· Bulgarian flowers, giving names to Bulgarian people

· Bulgarian herbs

· Biodiversity

· My favourite songs, inspired by or devoted to the Black Sea

The most important feature of these activities is that we as teachers succeded in implementing them in our daily work ni the classroom as well as to motivate our children to look up information in different sources, to prepare it, to look for it to be seen and estimated, to look for contacts with students from other countries. Almost all materials are in our Internet site and I’ll highly appreciate the interest of your countries to it. Because our participants are very proud of their work and hope to be in touch with friends from SEMEP countries. But I must mention that we have done everything on our own, without any financial support-we don’t even have access to the Internet at school (some of you know how difficult is to be in touch with me via Internet). The position of the Minitry of Education is that about $300US will be given to publish a Newsletter of SEMEP, although in June 2001 I sent a Business plan, describing all our ideas, needs and a CD for SEMEP in Bulgaria. That’s why I’d like to ask UNESCO’s representatives to give some advice concerning eventual financial help from them. So, as a matter of fact, in Bulgaria where our educational system is reorganised again, the only way to help us is to help ourselves, but it is a hard task – there a lot of similar to SEMEP projects – very well supported financially with great awards and ways of students exchange.

But today, when I’m speaking here, our students devote their time and activities to our Planet Earth. 

In my school:
· They are planting 600 bushes and trees
· There is an exhibition about flowers’ arrangement and another one, called “My Pet”
· Another exhibition, devoted to our work on the subject of Biodiversity is also taking place
· We have a special room, devoted to SEMEP and it will be presented once again to our students and guests
Actually, our students step-by-step began to think about our planet, the ways to preserve our area, our nature. That’s why I’d like to ask a representative of UNESCO to sign a Certificate for participants in SEMEP – one type for students and one for teachers, which to be given to each one of them (I’ll fill the names and schools). Our participants need encouragement, estimation, not only a financial support.

Speaking of this, let me express my hope that another SEMEP teachers’ meeting will be held again, no need to explain how useful was the one in Antalya. Not to mention eventual summer school – something we have discussed several times already.

At this stage my school is ready to carry-out one mini-project between Bulgaria and Romania, based on students’ exchange in June. I have brought a preliminary work sheet about it.

A project which will cover most of SEMEP aims. It will be our first step to organizing a kind of a summer school. If you are interested in it, I can give you the details about “Kaliakra Cape” Project, respectively “The Tuslata” in Romania. Up to now, we rely on the good will of our students who will be hosts for their Romanian friends and our school will be the place where to summarise all our activities.

The final product will be a little brochure, including all the worksheets, photos, surveys which will be distributed between countries participants. The working language is English. The edition will be done after to field trip in Kaliakra.

In conclusion let me say that I carry the hope that SEMEP will go on – it deserves its future and our Bulgarian children deserve the chance to work over it.

Marietta Kassabova

Varna, Bulgaria
