

A VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP
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Corn, or maize as the Native American Indians call it, has been a part of our American Culture before the pilgrims arrived. It was the main source of food for the Native Americans. After being introduced by the Native Americans in the early 1600’s, it became an essential part of the pilgrim’s diet and lifestyle. Not only was corn used for food, but the pilgrims learned to use the dried husks to stuff mattresses and make corn husk dolls. The cobs were used as fuel to heat fires and served as a main source of food for their livestock.

Over the course of time, corn made it’s was into American culture in many ways. It became such a staple in the American pioneer’s diet that many farmers began to raise corn. As time went on, people began to realize that corn can be milled and refined (about 1857) in the products that are for more than just eating.

Let’s take a look at the different ways corn is used and how dependant we have become on it in our nation today.

You could say one way our culture uses corn is for entertainment! 

Take a look at the corn maze below:
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Visit some other corn mazes:
Corn Maze One                                       Corn Maze Two                                            Corn Maze Three 
Yes, we know that you might like to eat corn on the cob and that going to see a movie at the theater isn’t complete without a big tub of popcorn. Many people know that a pig’s main source of food is corn. 
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There is much more to corn than just eating it in different foods. 

Corn can actually be broken down into different parts, separated at a refinery, and sent off to become a part of many different products.

Click on the link below and take a look at this photo of a refinery:

Corn Refinery  

Now click here to find out more about corn refineries.

Read about Corn Refineries 
Once the refining process takes place, the different products are shipped off and put to use in so many ways you will be amazed! 

Now consider these items. What do you think they have in common?
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Have any guesses? Take a look at this chart and see how corn can be turned into different parts that in turn help to create new products.
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Click here to find out what other things corn, in some form, is a part of: 

 A Zillion Uses for Corn 
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A DVD made from corn starch?
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Antibiotics medicines help make people well.
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Adhesives made from the starch of corn help make plywood.
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That lipstick your aunt wears is made possible due to corn!
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Ethanol is an alternative to gasoline. There are special refineries for producing ethanol. Remember learning about the Corn Belt? Click on the links below to see where ethanol refineries are located and how they work.  
Ethanol Refinery Map 
How Ethanol is Created 
What can you say about their location in comparison to the Corn Belt map you created?

That is the end of our field trip about corn! You now have a lot of information you can amaze your friends and family with. Now its time to consider what information you can use in your corn project!
