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Standards Based Unit of Study

Teacher(s): 
Ms. Kary Holt
Subject(s)/Course(s): Social Studies


 Grade/Level:  5
Unit Topic/Focus: Corn -  
Examination of the historical and current impact on American History and Culture.
Integration with other content areas (if applicable): Science, Writing 

Estimated time for implementation:  5 days
Connections to previous/future learning: Native Americans, Pilgrims, Chemistry
	Name: Ms. Holt’s Classroom
	Date: June,2007

	Age/Grade Level: 5th Grade - Ages 10-11
	Number of Students: 28

	Number of Students with IEP / 504 plan: 2
	Number of Gifted Students: 7

	Number of English Language Learners:  0
	Subject: Social Studies

	Major Content: American History/Agriculture/
	Lesson Length:  75 Minutes/ a day for 5 days

	Unit Title: Corn – Examination of its historical and current impact on American History and Culture   
	Lesson Number and Title: 1-5  

	
	                                          


Standards: 
	Academic Expectations
	Program of Studies
	Core Content for Assessment

	SS-5-CS-U-3

Students will understand that interactions 

among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., compromise, cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture.
SS-5-G-U-1

Students will understand that the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs) and mental maps help interpret information, understand and analyze patterns, spatial data and geographic issues

SS-5-HP-U-3
Students will understand that the history of the United States has been impacted by significant individuals, groups and advances in technology.

	SS-5-CS-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of culture and cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, traditions, languages, skills, literature, the arts) of diverse groups:

b.)research the contributions of diverse groups to the culture (e.g., beliefs, traditions, literature, the arts) of the United States today

SS-5-G-S-1

Students will demonstrate an understanding of patterns on the Earth’s surface, using a variety of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs): 

b)locate and explain patterns on Earth’s surface.- where human activities are located.
SS-5-HP-S-1
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools (e.g., primary and secondary sources):

a) investigate and chronologically describe major events in United States history (e.g., using timelines) 
b) research influences/contributions of diverse groups to the culture (e.g., beliefs, traditions, literature, the arts) of the United States today
	SS-05-2.3.1 Students will describe various forms of interactions (compromise, cooperation, conflict) that occurred between diverse groups (e.g., Native Americans, European Explorers, English colonists, British Parliament) in the history of the United States.

SS-05-4.1.1

Students will use geographic tools (e.g., maps, charts, graphs) to identify natural resources and other physical characteristics (e.g., major landforms, major bodies of water, weather, climate, roads, bridges) and analyze patterns of movement and settlement in the United States.

SS-05-5.1.1

Students will use a variety of primary and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, diaries, maps, timelines) to describe significant events in the history of the U.S. and interpret different perspectives.




Interdisciplinary, Meaningful and Authentic Connections 
2.17
Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many ethnic and 
cultural groups of our nation and world.

2.19
Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and 
geography and apply their knowledge in real-life situations.

2.20
Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, 
and issues to develop historical perspective.

Context:  
· Student’s prior knowledge of corn as a Native American contribution will be looked at further as a major agriculture product with a great impact on their world today.
· Students will use geographical tools to obtain and present information.
· Students will create a historical corn food product, engaged in a hands-on cultural activity, and create a non-edible product from corn.
· Students will utilize technology for independent research on corn. 
· A culminating activity will measure the student’s understanding of the historical significance of corn on our nation’s development.
Essential Questions:
· In what ways did the Native Americans depend on corn? How did the Native American introduce corn to the pilgrims?

· What are the major corn growing regions and how did they develop?

· How did our dependence on corn change over time? 
· Investigate the many ways today’s society relies on this product.
· What products can we create made with corn or its by-products?
Culminating Activity/Assessment: 
· Students will choose from 3 culminating projects to demonstrate their knowledge of the historical significance of corn and its impact on American society.
· Student may choose from completing a KWL Chart, presenting a newspaper style article with images and drawings on the nation’s history and dependence on corn, or complete a Corn Kernel information book.  
· All students will complete a map displaying the location of the major corn growing region of the world. 
	Research Project:
	All about Corn in America
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	CATEGORY
	4 Ears of Corn
	3 Ears of Corn
	2 Ears of Corn
	1 Ear of Corn

	Quality of Information 25%
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given.
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic.

	Amount of Information 25%
	All topics are addressed and all questions answered with at least 2 sentences about each.
	All topics are addressed and most questions answered with at least 2 sentences about each.
	All topics are addressed, and most questions answered with 1 sentence about each.
	One or more topics were not addressed.

	Diagrams & Illustrations 20%
	Diagrams and illustrations are neat, accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic.
	Diagrams and illustrations are accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic.
	Diagrams and illustrations are neat and accurate and sometimes add to the reader's understanding of the topic.
	Diagrams and illustrations are not accurate OR do not add to the reader's understanding of the topic.

	Internet Use 10%
	Successfully uses suggested internet links to find information and navigates within these sites easily without assistance.
	Usually able to use suggested internet links to find information and navigates within these sites easily without assistance.
	Occasionally able to use suggested internet links to find information and navigates within these sites easily without assistance.
	Needs assistance or supervision to use suggested internet links and/or to navigate within these sites.

	Organization 10%
	Information is very organized with well-constructed paragraphs and subheadings or sentences.
	Information is organized with well-constructed paragraphs or sentences.
	Information is organized, but paragraphs or sentences are not well-constructed.
	The information appears to be disorganized. 8)

	Mechanics 10%
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors.
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors
	A few grammatical spelling or punctuation errors.
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors.


Resources / Technology:

· Brandenberg, Aliki, (1976). Corn Is Maize, The Gift of The Indians.

· Rodanas, Kristina. (1991) Dragonfly’s Tale.

· Yacowitz, Caryn. (2003). Navajo Indians.

· Kalman, Bobbie. (1997) Pioneer Crafts.
· Map Worksheets, Corn Production Worksheet, Timeline Worksheet, Research Log, Partnership Survey, KWL Form for research project, and Corn Kernel Cutouts for Research Project.
· Selection of items containing corn products or by-products.

Websites:
· A Zillion Uses for Corn, 
http://www.ontariocorn.org/classroom/products.html#Products%20that%20use%2
0Corn
· Iowa Corn Growers Website
http://www.iowacorn.org/cornuse/cornuse_8.html
· Maps of the World, http://www.mapsofworld.com/usa/thematic-maps/maps/corn-cotton-and-barley-growing-area.gif
· Kentucky Corn Growers, http://www.kycorn.org/kycgaprojects/education/education.htm
· Corn Refinery Website, http://www.corn.org/
· Kansas Corn Site, http://www.ksgrains.com/corn/CornClass04.pdf
· National Corn Growers Association, http://www.ncga.com/education/guide/guide.html
· Rubistar, http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php
· Other Sites:


http://www.ncga.com

http://www.corn.org




http://www.kycorn.org

http://www.ncga.com/education/main/FAQ.html


http://www.ncga.com/education/guide/guide.html


http://www.campsilos.org/mod3/students/index.shtml


http:/www.ontariocorn.org

http://www.ilcorn.org


http://www.corninfo.com

http://www.ksgrains.com


http://www.mncorn.org








www.silos.org/mod3/students/c_history5.shtml  


http://www.corn.org/web/products.htm  






http://www.ontariocorn.org/classroom/products.html


http://www.ilcorn.org/Corn_Products/corn_products.html 


http://www.ncga.com/education/unit9/u9l1.html 


http://www.campsilos.org/mod3/index.shtml


http://www.campsilos.org/mod3/students/c_history.shtml


http://www.ethanol.org/whatisethanol.html


http://www.ethanol.org/e10.html


http://www.ethanol.org/usingethanol.html


http://www.mocorn.org/facts.htm
Outline of Daily Plans:

· Pre-assessment to be completed the week before unit. (KWL in class).
· Each day allows for 75 minutes of time through out day spent on unit.
· MONDAY

· Read Corn Is Maize, The Gift of The Indians by Aliki with class. 

· Conduct informal Q and A session about corn in American history.

· Present Time Line worksheet to provide background information on the history of corn in America for students. Timeline Complete with partners in class.

· Time Line Worksheet will be first piece of student’s research log.
· TUESDAY

· Present hands-on display of products produces from corn. Discuss their impact on the nation today. 

· Students will keep add to a research log as they read independently, go on virtual field trip independently or with a partner, and research websites geared towards their interests and choice of project.
· Students will decide on choice of project and begin research on topic focus. (Historical look at corn, farming of corn, focus on how products are derived from corn or refining, interesting facts about corn- both past and present, looking into corn as a natural resource as ethanol, for some examples.) Materials and expectations will be handed out. 
· WEBSITES FOR RESEARCH:

· Kentucky Corn Growers Assoc. Illinois Corn Growers Assoc.
· National Corn Growers Assoc  Camp Silos Corn and Native Americans
· Corn Bread and Native Americans    
· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.teachersfirst.com/getsource.cfm?id=5362" 

The Great Corn Adventure
  History of Corn  
Popcorn  Ethanol
· New York Time Ethanol Article  Dry Mill Ethanol Plant A Zillion Uses for Corn
· WEDNESDAY

· Student will be given corn producing worksheet and complete map of Corn Belt as an independent project. Corn Belt Map Corn Production Sheet
·  Students will continue to do research through out the day, visit the virtual field trip and work on their project. Teacher available for individual discussion.

· THURSDAY

· Large group discussion on use of computers in this project. Complete short survey of websites visited and how their partnership is working.

· Students will continue to do research, share information with each other and work on project. Teacher available for individual discussion.

· FRIDAY

· Final completion of projects due today. Large group discussion on impact corn has on the nation today. Focus on surmising what we would be missing if we did not have the technology to refine corn.
