Getting there from the UK

Croatia is an ever-more-popular tourist destination, so any tourist agency and will be able to book transport and accommodation for you, but if you’d like to do things yourself for the flexibility this offers, here are some suggestions. We recommend that you fly, since it takes about 24 hours to drive from London to Zagreb.  Direct flights take just under 2h, indirect ones about 4 due to the transfer time.

Direct flights

Croatia Airlines operate one flight per day direct from London Heathrow to Zagreb.  Ticket prices are normally in the range of £150–200 per person, and the service is normally good, punctual and professional.  Special offers are often available for flights in May, and these tend to be advertised in February or March.  Full details can be found on the Croatia Airlines web pages.  Considering the price, convenience, and trip length, this is usually the best option.

Airport transfer: For transfer from Zagreb airport to the city, take a bus or a taxi.  Buses run to the central bus station every 30 mins throughout the day.  Very early in the mornings and late at night, the buses are timed around flight arrivals and departures.  The journey takes about 30 mins and costs £3.50.  A taxi will cost in the region of £20, depending on the exact destination.
Other scheduled airlines

Lufthansa operate 8 flights a day from London to Zagreb via either Frankfurt or Munich, and several from other UK airports such as Manchester.  Austrian Airlines fly four times a day from London to Zagreb via Vienna.  Prices for both of these tend to be in the region of £250.

Cheap airlines

Wizz Air will start flying from London Luton to Zagreb on March 27th. They will have one flight a day and they are currently offering single tickets for £4 (plus taxes and charges, of course!). Including all extra costs you can get a return for about £70. As with other low-cost airlines, there are a limited number of places for this fare and weekends tend to be more expensive. 

Other cheap airlines do not currently fly to Zagreb, but they do go from London to several nearby airports.  These are:

· Ryanair fly from Stansted to Trieste in Italy and Graz in Austria once per day, with both flights starting at £40 per person.  Travel connections from Graz to Zagreb are fairly good, with 3 buses (4.5h) and 2 trains (3h45min) each day.   Trieste is less convenient, with only one bus departure per day (4.5h trip).  Bus tickets from both cities are ca. £20 per person, train tickets about £40.

· Easyjet fly from Stansted to Ljubljana in Slovenia once per day with prices starting from £60 per person.  There are two buses (3.5h trip) and eight trains (2h trip) from Ljubljana to Zagreb each day.  Bus tickets are ca. £10 and train tickets ca. £15.

Airport transfers: A centralised, searchable directory of all bus journeys to Graz, Trieste and Ljubljana is available on the web pages of the Zagreb Central Bus Station.  For train connections to Ljubljana and Graz, please see the web pages of the Croatian Railways.

Charter flights

The tourist season in Croatia doesn’t really start until mid-June, so there probably won’t be many charter flights until that time.  Also, these flights go to the coast rather than to Zagreb, so you’ll need to get to either drive, fly or take public transport (see the section on Getting around).  The best sites for good deals tend to be Travelocity and Cheap Flights.  

Help!

If you need help with any of these arrangements, transfers to/from airports, etc., please let us know, we’ll be very happy to help in any way we can.

