Traveling From Europe to Mexico City

Thank you for considering coming to our wedding in Mexico! Any travel agency will be able to help you organize your trip, but if you prefer to arrange it yourself we have put here some useful information.

Mexico has become a very popular destination, therefore we recommend to book your tickets as early as possible. In order to get the best fares you should book your ticket in September at the latest. Regular airlines don’t really have “last minute fares”, in our experience prices only go up as the travel date approaches.

Mexico city’s airport is called “Aeropuerto Internacional de la Ciudad de Mexico, Benito Juarez”, you can easily find it by using the code MEX. 

There are direct flights to Mexico City from London, Amsterdam, Paris, Frankfurt and Madrid. From most other European cities it’s possible to fly to Mexico City with just one stop-over, either via the above mentioned cities or via de USA.

A direct flight from London or Amsterdam to Mexico City takes an average of 12 hours; the return flight takes about 10.5 hours. Please remember that due to the time difference (7 hours) on the way there you’ll arrive on the same day, but on the way back you’ll arrive one day later.

We have discovered that air fare prices follow a logic only understood by the airlines, so a ticket from London to Mexico via Paris will often be cheaper than a ticket from Paris to Mexico! Unless you really don’t want to change planes, we can recommend you to check the prices of all airlines, not only the one of the country you leave in. Prices also vary strongly with the dates; if you can be flexible with your travel dates we recommend you to check several dates … you could save several hundred euros! 

From Amsterdam Schiphol: KLM operates daily flights departing at 13h00. 

From London Heathrow: British Airways flies to Mexico City on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

From Frankfurt: Lufthansa operates daily flights from Frankfurt to Mexico City.  

From Paris Charles de Gaulle: Air France has three flights a day (at 10h30, 13h30 and 16h15)  on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays and two flights (at 10h30 and 13h30) on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 

AeroMexico also operates daily flights from Paris Charles de Gaulle; some of above mentioned flights might be operated by AeroMexico.

From Madrid Barajas: Iberia offers the only possibility of arriving to Mexico City early in the morning, but this implies departing at 1h50 at night! They also operate a more “normal” flight which departs from Madrid at 12h30.

To look up several airlines at the same time, you can try searching the websites of some specialized air-travel brokers, for example: the vliegwinkel, skybreakers, Expedia or e-bookers.

Sometimes it can be cheaper to flight to Mexico City via the USA. This can be particularly true if you’re booking your trip late. Depending on your city of departure you could fly with Continental Airlines (via Houston or Newark), United Airlines (via Washington, D.C.), Delta (via Atlanta) or American Airlines (via JFK or Miami). Please bear in mind that if you’re not a EU citizen you might need a visa to fly to the US, even if you’re only in transit. For information check at the nearest American Consulate, in The Netherlands you can visit http://www.usembassy.nl, in Britain visit http://www.usembassy.org.uk
If you would like to combine your trip with some time in a holiday resort, probably the best is to organize it via your local travel agent. Do take into account that some charter airlines offer significantly less leg-room than the regular ones (and you’ll be in the plane for almost 12 hours!); we recommend you to check with your travel agent before booking your trip. You can start getting an idea of what is there on offer at the websites of some tour operators. 

In the Netherlands you could visit D-reizen, Arke or Holland International. In the UK you can try Thomson Holidays or Thomas Cook
Most package holidays include flights to the main tourist resorts, like Cancun or Puerto Vallarta. From Cancun to Mexico City there are about 1800 Km, while Puerto Vallarta is about 800 Km from the capital; we would therefore recommend that you take the plane. You can probably arrange transport from these places to Mexico City at your travel agency; if you’d prefer to check prices or book independently you can check the websites of the Mexican airlines: AeroMexico, Mexicana de Aviación and Magnicharters (only to/from Cancun).

Unfortunately Mexico doesn’t have a passenger railway system anymore, so the only public transport alternative to flying is the bus. Direct buses from Cancun to Mexico City take about 24h and from Puerto Vallarta between 13 and 14 hours. If you would prefer this option or are considering renting a car, please check the section “traveling around Mexico” (we’ll put this information on our website at a later date, if you need it urgently please contact us).
