Places to see in Zagreb

An on-line, searchable map of the city can be found here.  The nicest parts of Zagreb are the upper town, the religious centre of Kaptol, and the heart of the lower town (the so called “green horseshoe”).  The itineraries suggested below start on the main square (Trg Bana Josipa Jelacica, regularly abbreviated to just “Trg”) and assume you’re spending only two days in the city.  The tourist office on the corner with Jurisiceva street has free leaflets with other suggested itineraries and a full list of places of interest.

First day

To visit the upper town, walk up Radiceva Street and take the first street on the left.  This will lead you to the Stone Gate, the last remaining gate to the old city, now also a shrine to Virgin Mary, Zagreb’s patron saint.  Immediately on the left after the gate is the first pharmacy in the city, owned by Dante Alligheri’s grandson.  Continue straight until you reach St. Mark’s square, the political heart of Croatia.  The government, parliament and constitutional court buildings are all situated around the square (the parliament is by far the most impressive).  Overshadowing all these, however, is St. Mark’s church with its famous coloured roof in the centre of the square.  Two very good museums are nearby: the atelier of Ivan Mestrovic, Croatia most famous sculptor, just behind St. Mark’s in Mletacka street, and the Croatia Museum of Naïve Art in Cirilometodska street, directly in front of St. Mark’s.  To continue the tour, go down Cirilometodska Street until you reach the Lotroscak tower, part of the old city defences, from where a cannon is fired each day at noon.  The tower can be climbed for fantastic views of the city.  From here, you can take either the stairs or the funicular into Ilica, and turn left to return to the main square.

Kaptol is a short walk from the main square, just go straight up to the Cathedral.  To visit the treasury and the cathedral museum, ask in the little tower immediately to your left as you stand in front of the cathedral.  Directly opposite the cathedral is the entrance to Dolac, Zagreb’s largest farmer’s market.

For a tour of the lower town, walk south down Praska Street and onto the square of Zrinjevac.  The first building in the middle of the square is the Croatian Academy of Arts and Sciences.  It’s worth visiting for two reasons: Strossmayer’s Gallery of Old Masters on the upper floor, and the Baska Tablet in the foyer (this 11th century find is the oldest surviving record in the Croatian language, and an excellent example of the old Croatian Glagolitic alphabet).  Continue south, crossing Strossmayer’s square and Tomislav square, turning right just before the railway station.  Go past the Esplanade hotel and visit the botanical garden on your left if you wish.  Just as the botanical garden ends, turn right onto Marulicev square, past the old University library and on until you reach the Croatian National Theatre.  After this, turn right into Masarykova street, then left into Preradoviceva street.  After 200 meters on your right is the Oktogon passage, which will take you into Ilica.  Turn right to return to the main square.

Second day

An interesting place outside the centre is the Mirogoj cemetery, with its sculptures and arcades.  To reach it, take tram 14 from the main square (4th stop) followed by a 15 min walk up Mirogojska Street.  Another possibility is Maksimir, Zagreb’s largest public park, created in the 19th century after an English formal garden (trams 11 or 12 direct from the main square, 6th stop).  In the afternoon, visit either the Zagreb City Museum on the upper town, or the Mimara museum near the Croatian Naitonal Theatre.

Food and drink

Croatia has a very strong coffee culture.  The usual way to talk to friends is over a cup of coffee, and there is hardly a street in Zagreb that doesn’t have a café on it!  The most famous is Tkalciceva street, which is just café after café.  There are numerous other good places in both the upper and lower towns.  All cafes will serve alcohol as well, if you are that way inclined.

Food wise, Croatia has very good pizzas.  Some of the best in the city are served by Pizzeria 2, in Nova Ves.  If you fancy something more typical to Zagreb, the restaurants Stari Fijaker (in Mesnicka street), Stara Vura (in Opaticka street on the upper town), Kaptolska Klet (directly opposite the cathedral) and Pod Grickim Topom (under the Lotroscak tower) are all excellent and very good value.

The people in Zagreb also have a well developed sweet tooth, and have inherited (and improved upon) a large number of Austrian style cakes.  Cake shops can be found throughout the city, and one of the most famous is Vincek, in Ilica on the corner with the upper town funicular.

Souvenirs and gift ideas
For consumable souvenirs, try either Kras (chocolatiers) or Gavrilovic (delicatessen, particularly renowned for very good salami).  Both of these have shops on the main square.  Croatian wine and “rakija” (fruity or herbal brandy) are also very good, and can be bought from both of the above places or at any supermarket.  Olive oil and truffles are also popular.

For something more permanent, have a look in Rukotvorine on the corner of Ilica and the main square (they sell a range of traditional Croatian handicrafts) or the Tourist Office (also on the main square).  A little further, in the Oktogon passage, is Croata, a shop specialising in high-quality ties and scarves (Croatia is widely considered the homeland of the tie, or the cravat).

