Places to see in the rest of Croatia

As you may expect from the fastest-growing tourist destination in Europe in 2004 and 2005, Croatia has a lot to offer.  In a very small geographical space, the country exhibits a large number of interesting towns, fantastic natural sights and different styles of life.  The suggestions below are the top 10(-ish) places to visit in Croatia, in no particular order.  The list is based entirely on our opinion and is by no means exhaustive – many of the places we have not mentioned are hidden jewels waiting to be discovered.  For a more exhaustive list, please visit the pages of the Croatian tourist board.
[image: image1.png]



1. Zagorje

The region of Croatia to the northwest of Zagreb is a land of rolling hills, orchards and vineyards, with traditionally strong connections to the capital.  The most interesting places to visit here are:

Varazdin – a very well preserved baroque town and the former capital of Croatia.

Kumrovec – this village has been converted into an open-air museum and is the birthplace or Marshall Tito.

The castles – Trakoscan and Veliki Tabor are the most famous.

The thermal spas – Varazdinske toplice and Tuheljske toplice are the largest.

2. Osijek
The fourth largest city in Croatia (90,000 inhabitants), Osijek boasts broad avenues, splendid parks and majestic 19th century buildings.  The fortress at the centre of the city, built as a defence against the Ottomans, is a fine example of baroque architecture.

Kopacki rit nearby is one of the largest nature parks in Europe, defined by the flood plains of Drava and the Danube.

3. Opatija
This town was a favourite holiday resort for the court of the Austrian Empire until the First World War.  Elegant mansions line the 12-km seafront promenade, most of which have now been converted into hotels.

4.Istrian peninsula

A land of friendly people, great food and excellent wine, Istria is one of the best tourist spots in Croatia.  Of particular interest are:

Pula – an old Roman city, boasting a nearly intact coliseum, a temple to Apollo, and several old city gates.

Porec – Croatia’s largest tourist resort also dates from the Roman period, with heavy Venetian influences.  Not to be missed is the 5th century Byzantine Basilica of St. Euphrasius.

Motovun – this inland hilltop town is very picturesque, with two rings of intact city walls.  The local truffles are very good indeed.

5. The island of Pag
Famous for sheep cheese, hand-woven lace and almost-lunar landscape.

6. National park Plitvicka Jezera
A UNESCO world heritage site, this is Croatia’s most famous national park, a series of 16 lakes interconnected by waterfalls.

7. Sibenik
The old town is a network of 15th century streets and squares, with a very impressive Cathedral.  The town is the perfect base for exploring the national parks of Krka and Kornati.

8. Trogir
This walled island city is the best example of romance and renaissance architecture in Dalmatia, and includes a magnificent cathedral.

9. Split
The second largest city in Croatia (200,000 inhabitants) grew in and around the old palace of the Roman emperor Diocletian, after the destruction of the nearby city of Salona.  The old palace is well preserved, and the nearby ruins of Salona can also be visited.

10. The island of Mljet
This island/national park is heavily forested and purposefully undeveloped.  It is famous for its twin lakes, the larger of which contains a small island with a monastery – an island within an island!

11. Dubrovnik
The world-famous walled city is a jewel of the Adriatic and one of the few places that can truly claim to be larger than life.  Descriptions cannot do it justice – go and visit!

